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HOW TO WRITE A PLAY 

IN FIVE EASY LESSONS, 
WITH ELYNE QUAN 

The NYU-trained Edmonton 
playwright takes you step by ste 
through the creation of Stray 
COVER PHOTO BY MERYL SMITH LAWTON 
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In our cover story, Edmonton play- 
wright Elyne Quan whose Stray gets 
its world premiere this weekend at 
Workshop West, gives readers a quick 
and dirty five-point course in how to 
write theatre. SEE arts writer Marliss 
Weber summarizes the lesson in a fun 


Of Drunks And Dramatists 
and self-deprecating style. (And hon- 


= 7 
_ notes from the editors 
are f ro - oa estly, who hasn't thought about writ- 


; , = eh ing a play about their childhood cat?) 
re rat! e. oO eee” gest But playwriting is not therapy, cau- 


tions Quan, and if you're serious about 
writing, you should put that personal 
stuff behind you. 

In the Front section, news of the 
southern expansion of the LRT. Two 
new stations open to the public this 
weekend, and longtime SEE columnist 
Scott Lingley takes a ride down the 
current Il-stop line to bring us, well, 
frankly, a view of the seedier side of 
Edmonton. He was expecting a fun trip 











down memory lane— when he sta 
tiding the LRT in the 1980s, there 
only nine stops — but ended up 
countering so many drunks and, 4 
characters that people-watching 
pletely absorbed his attention. 
Meanwhile in Cuba, another vel 
SEE scribe, Fish Griwkowsky, 
encountering a whole other level 
the drunk and belligerent — the (2! 
dian tourist. 
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SPECIAL GUEST JASON PLUMB 
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MOONUGHTS 





WWW. THEHAVENSOCIALCLUB.COM 780.756.6010 





15120A STONY PLAIN ROAD | EDMONTON 


LAUNCH OF: 


“blackout tuesdays” starting april 28 
ELECTRO NIGHT FEATURING JOUST! AND SO sence 


“wednesday jam” starting april 29 
HOSTED BY JONNY MAC ” 
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cess can bea hassle for those 
in grief. Marilyn McPherson 
and Wayne Konner want 

to explain why. Stanley A. 
Milner Library, 2 p.m. 







you're in store for a killer spy 
flick. Royal Alberta Museum, 
730 p.m. 


8pm. 





Edmonton Jazz Festival 
Orchestra. Sutton Place 
Hotel, 7 p.m. 


enn Ml 








made a difference in the 
lives of immigrants both get 
honoured. Citadel Theatre, 
6:30 p.m. 





Sterling Award-winnerElyne | GRANDEUR MacEwan design OPENING Even though this 
Quan shows us the darker students show off their stuff latest expansion project has 
side of camping in her play | before graduating into the been in the works for years, 
about a family who loses | working world. It's tough out the wait was definitely worth 
their son in the woods. La here, kids. Grant MacEwan it. Allaboard! McKernan/ 
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WHEN SEXY SIGNE HASSO STARTS MESSING AROUND WITH 
NAZIS AND ATOMIC SECRETS, YOU KNOW YOU'RE IN STORE FOR A KILLER SPY FLICK. 
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Trouble By The Trainload 





Once Around The Block | LRT driver Barry Shaw prepares to leave the new South Campus LRT station during the media preview of the new stations. PHOTO BY MERYL SMITH LAWTON 





MY TOWN 
GRAFFITI, THREATS OF 
VIOLENCE, AND DRUNKS, 
DRUNKS, DRUNKS: A TRIP ON 
THE LRT SHOWS EDMONTON AT 
ITS SEEDIEST 


My intent had been to mark the ex- 
pansion of our Light Rapid Transit 
system southward to a pair of new 
stops this weekend — McKernan/ 
Belgravia and South Campus — by 
taking a ride down memory lane and 
the nine stations that were all the 
LRT had the first time I rode it in the 
1980s. Even the current 11 stops seem 
kinda piddly compared to the urban 
rail systems of many metropolitan 
centres, but the LRT has always been 
a vital transit artery nonetheless. For 
a few utopian years, you could actu- 
ally ride the LRT between downtown 
stops for free during non-peak day- 
time hours — that is, if you were ever 
inclined to pay for any LRT ride in 
the first place. 

Anyway, I was: all set to get all 
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teary over my misspent youth rid- 
ing the Lert from the downtown mall 
to the Leg to smoke cigarettes and 
watch other kids skateboard, but the 
hurnan menagerie and vague sense 
of peril that are a part of most LRT 
trips proved distracting 


Our voyage started at the cur- 
rent southern terminus of the LRT, 
Health Sciences, still redolent of 
that enticing New Station Smell from 
its inauguration three years ago. Its 
heated glass enclosures are neatly 
embossed with imagistic verse evok- 
ing the transit experience in stanza 
snapshots. The last diluted rays of 
spring sun spilled between buildings 
across the concrete platform, whim- 
sically stamped with footprint trails 
Even this early in the evening, we 
shared the car with a handful of peo- 
ple who were visibly, volubly drunk. 

Of course it’s all to the good that 
the LRT carries inebriated passen- 
gers safely to their destination, but I 
find the drunks on the LRT are often 
like that breed of drunk you find in 
the stands at an sporting events — 
recklessly loud and vulgar, vaguely 


belligerent, and a bit too delighted 
to have a captive audience. Maybe 
that's something we Edmontonians 
have become acclimatized to from 
countless train rides home after 
football and hockey games, concerts 
and other public bacchanals, where 
maybe half the people on board are 
legally impaired. 


At Grandin, 
open and a tumbling bosom ample 


the doors popped 


enough to sustain multiple rose tat- 
toos boarded, followed by a woman 
with two small children and a bonsai- 
yeti of a manfriend. “Get over here,” 
she told her daughter, who sported a 
sparkly devil-horn tiara and match- 
ing tail, “or someone will steal you, 
I swear.” The train was pretty full by 
now, having accrued a batch of stu- 
dents and, presently, a squad of foul- 
mouthed young skaters Larry Clark 
would positively adore. 


Corona and Bay Stations are 
both panelled with reflective bars 
that, combined with their natural 
murkiness, give them the ambience 
of nightclubs-in-receivership. This 
lack of gaiety is relieved by the retro- 


magenta trimmings of Central Sta- 
tion which is the only place outside a 
schoolyard a total stranger asked me 
if I had a staring problem. Looking 
back, I realize this was probably my 
best chance to acquire my own per- 
sonal stabbing anecdote. 


A dozen loud, coarse conversa- 
tions buzzed around us as we pulled 
into Churchill Station where the 
driver, an ETS security guard and 
a cop came to survey the contents 
of our train car for villains. I was 
all ready to point out a loud, drunk 
twit in a peach track suit, but the ob- 
ject of their search had apparently 

LRT cont’d on pg. 7 





ANDREW PAUL 
EDMONTON - PUBLIC TRANSIT 
NEW LRT STATIONS 


Transit riders will finally get a taste of the 
city’s south side via the LRT this weekend 
thanks to the completion of two major 
projects in the Edmonton Transit System's 
southern expansion plan. 

The addition of the McKernan-Belgravia 


| and South Campus stations to Edmon- 


ton's light rail line are expected to increase 
ridership and alleviate the city's congested 
transit system — something Brendan Van 

Alstine, spokesperson for the Transit Riders 


| Union of Edmonton, says has been needed 


for years. 

“They [ETS] really haven't made much 
of an effort to improve their service in the 
last decade,” he says. “I think the fact that 
we're starting to see the LRT starting to go 


| somewhere is a big step.” 


Sandwiched between Alberta Infrastruc 
ture land to the east and the yet-to-be 
University of Alberta south campus to the 
west, the new South Campus station will be 
a major transit corridor to the south with a 
14-bay bus terminal that will cater to future 


| UofAstudents. 


The McKernan-Belgravia station focuses 
on residential ridership and is powered by a 
house that was converted to an electric sta- 


| tion that will power the heaters and closed 


circuit camera network that monitors the 
platform and pedestrian tunnel that runs 
underneath 114 St. 

Van Alstine says the problem with the 
existing system is that stations were built 
to cater to major city venues such as Rexall 
Place and Commonwealth Stadium where 
the LRT sees huge bursts of ridership on 
game and event days, but doesn’t see 
regular ridership as they could if they were 
situated in residential neighbourhoods. 

The new stations are designed to address 
this issue, says Bob Boutilier, Edmonton's 
general manager of transportation, who ac- 
knowledges that Edmonton is years behind 
most other major Canadian cities when it 
comes to light rail transit. 

“We can't continue to build these things 
in little splotches one year and not do it 
for another 10 years,” he says. "We were 
ahead of Calgary. Now we're behind Calgary. 
They have four times the ridership and LRT 
infrastructure we do because they never 
stopped. We did.” 

The 2.3-kilometre extension is expected 


to increase ridership from 50,000 to 65,000 


—a figure that will possibly rise as high as 
100,000 wken the Century Park Station's 
completed next April. 

"| jump up and down every day | see these 
opportunities,” Boutilier says. 

After the south extension is finished, the 
ETS will continue work on plans for a north 
line to NAIT and, with a little luck, eventually 
to St. Albert, where Boutilier says the city 
will see the big payoff if regional issues 40" 
get in the way. 

The grand public opening of the news!" 
tions will take place at the South Campus 
Station this Saturday starting at 9:30 4" 
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QUTSIDE POLITICS MAURICE TOUSAS 
BOTH SIDES IN ALBERTA’S 
HEALTHCARE DEBATE ARE TOO 
ENTRENCHED TO OPEN A REAL 
DISCUSSION 





Coming soon to a legislature near 
you (cue ominous Jaws-like music)... 

We thought it was DOA. 

We thought it was dead and bur- 
ied. 

We were WRONG! 

It's THE THIRD WAY II: THE DE- 
LISTINGING. 

Starring Ron Liepert as “The 
Minister,” a man whose only goal 
is the destruction of our healthcare 
system ... David Swann as “Kindly 
Doctor Swann,” whose soft-spoken 
demeanour hides a steely resolve 
to save healthcare from The Minis- 
ter... Brian Mason as comedy relief 
“Chicken Little”... and Ed Stelmach 
as “The Puppetmaster”! 

Yes, gentle readers, it's time for an- 
other round of navel-gazing and 
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Cue The Raging Grannies! 





cost-cutting in our healthcare sys- 
tem. The Third Way is back, baby, 
and this time there ain't gonna be 
none of that namby-pamby “consul- 
tation”! 

As they face their first deficit in 
16 years, the Tories are looking for 
something to blame this embarrass- 
ment on (other than themselves), 
and they've found it. It's healthcare, 
the insatiable gobbler of treasury 
feed, and it must be tamed. 

The Tories fired the first shots in 
the upcoming healthcare war with 
the budget. Shot number one was 
cutting the $200 a year payment 
for chiropractic care. This test del- 
isting generated little response. But 
perhaps this was an easy one. Lots of 
provinces have delisted chiropractic, 
so the government can simply say 
they are following a national trend. 
The medical profession has never 
fully accepted chiropractic care, and 
there are enough people who think 
its a sophisticated form of quackery 
to make cutting the bone-cracking 
service was an easy call. (Before you 
get all steamed up, I’m not saying 
it's quackery. I’m just saying a lot of 
people feel that way.) 

The other headline-maker was the 
decision to end funding for trans- 
gender operations. This one was a 


combination cheap shot and trial 
balloon. 

Singling out one single service that 
cost the health ministry a relatively 
puny $700,000 — hell, the Tories 
spent more than double that amount 
on sandwiches and snacks last year 
— was an easy call. To the average 
Tory voter (i.e., rural and conserva- 
tive) there is no way the government 
should be spending precious tax dol- 
lars on redealing the hand God gave 
you. The Tories, of course, knew 
what the reaction would be, includ- 
ing the inevitable human rights com- 
plaint. But it plays well to their core 
constituency, so puny little things 
like a human rights complaint is a 
small price to pay for all the goodwill 
this one will generate in Albertastan. 

By randomly delisting two previ- 
ously listed services, the Tories sent 
up trial balloons. If these two work — 
and they will — it opens the door for 
a whole spate of delisting activities. 

Liepert, who, with his degree from 
the Columbia School of Broadcast- 
ing, is clearly Alberta's leading ex- 
pert on healthcare, isn't a believer 
in the feel-goodery of consultation. 
In a profile in the Edmonton Jour- 
nal, Liepert had this to say of Ralph 
Klein’s consultation over healthcare: 
“Ralph Klein did all sorts of consul- 


tations. How much success did they 
have? How much did healthcare 
change under Ralph Klein? So why 
would we follow the same path he did 
and get the same results?” 

In other words, screw you, health- 
care professionals. Screw you, health 
economists. Screw you, public. The 
Minister will make the decisions 
from here on, and you can keep 
your informed, intelligent, well-re- 
searched opinions to yourself. (Oh, 
Liepert has promised to put together 
an “expert panel” on what to cut, but 
based on Liepert's choices for health 
board members, most of them cho- 
sen for their complete lack of exper- 
tise in healthcare, this expert panel 
will likely be made up of millionaire 
businessmen and a variety of well- 
placed Tory hacks.) 

This is going to be ugly, folks. Both 
sides are entrenched and blinkered. 
The Tories see only the bottom line 
and the rising cost of healthcare, and 
after the failure of the Third Way, 
they see cuts as the Only Way. The 
opposition parties and so-called pub- 
lic interest groups like the Friends of 
Medicare, and the unions (with their 
vested interest in keeping their jobs) 
will raise the Canada Health Act as 
inviolate, just the way Americans 
talk about the Constitution. Their 


standard “solution” to the healthcare 
cost crisis is to keep spending more 
money, After all, our healthcare 
system, you will hear, is the envy 
of the world (false), and we do not 
want American-style healthcare here 
(true). 

But there are other healthcare 
funding models. According to the 
Canadian Medical Association (and 
yes, | am aware they have their own 
agenda) Canada’s healthcare system 
ranks 26th in the world, although 
we have the fifth highest expendi- 
tures. Of the world’s top 20 national 
healthcare systems, 17 are furopean, 
and they ail have mixed systems that 
combine both private and public 
funding. 

It has become clear to me that a 
mix of public and private funding is 
the way to go. Unfortunately, with 
the cost-cutting Tories on one side 
and the save-the-system sob sisters 
entrenched on the other, you won't 
hear a word about other ways of de- 
livering healthcare. There is a Third 
Way, and probably a Fourth Way and 
a Fifth Way. But all the characters 
in The Third Way: The Delistinging 
have a role to play, and they'll play it 
to the hilt. 

Cue the Raging Grannies! 

mauricetougas@live.com 








LRT (cont’d from pg. 6) 


escaped and the train rolled on. 


Though I have qualms about the 


esthetic appeal of “Gateway Boule- 
vard,” the route along which many 
international travellers first set eyes 
on Edmonton, I’m glad that their 
first view isn’t the stretch where the 
LRT emerges from its subterranean 
groove at 95th Street and winds 
northeast. 

The Quasar Bottle Depot is just 
the first of many splendid sights that 
greet you, along with the backsides 
of various industrial yards slathered 
with Insane Clown Posse graffiti, a 
quarter mile of auto wreckage and 
the Capital Meat Packing Plant with 
its historic smokestack. And oh, the 
lattered garbage caught in the chain- 
link fences that flank Route 201 — it’s 
like a tickertape parade stuck to the 
ground! 

'L told you fockin’ shut up, stupid 
bitch!” 3 

Hooray! Fresh drunks! A woman 
Sat down heavily across from me 
and slurred curses over her shoulder. 
A wiry youth in white street attire 
stormed down the aisle slapping all 
phe vertical handholds as he passed. 
Id be lying if I said this was the first 
‘ime I felt like I might suddenly get 
Punched in the head riding the LRT. 
He stomped the length of the car, 
then Sat across from his companion. 

Do I have to get my knife and my 
gun outta my bag?” she growled. 
When I come after ya, I come 





hard, so bring what ya got,” he re- 
torted, inciting an exchange of 
garbled gangsta threats that lasted 
until they finally got off at Coliseum. 
The two university students who had 
been pinned in their window seats by 
all that drunken animosity heaved 
a sigh of relief together. Rose Tat- 
too Chest could still be seen cajoling 
her children a few seats away while 
she openly quaffed a can of Wild Cat 
Strong. 





My co-expeditionist pointed out 
a spot on a concrete overpass just 


past Belvedere that's recently 


been daubed over with grey paint. 
“That used to say ‘WELCOME TO 
THE NORTH SIDE, WHERE THE 
HOMIES PLAY,” she said, noting 
the demographic shift away from 
rednecks. 





The train rattled toward Clare- 
view adjacent to a stretch of Fort 
Road I haven't visited maybe since 
the Bullwinkle’s family restaurant 
there shut down. It always seemed 
like the most inhospitable strip in 
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Edmonton, nothing but asphalt, ex- 
haust, spent storefronts, and a cou- 
ple of fast food joints for comfort. It's 
nice to see they finally got an Earl's. 
Timid commuters and rabble alike 
disembarked. 

For the voyage south, we crossed 
the aisle to new seats just as a new 
inebriate entered the scene. He 
sported a baseball cap, an Oilers T- 
shirt and shorts, plus boiled eyeballs 
and a permagrin that let the world 
know he was as high as four kites. He 
entered sniffing and announced with 
a wheeze, “Someone smells fruity.” 

He then launched into the story for 
the benefit of all passengers of how 
laughing too hard at a showing of 
that movie about the mall cop — not 
the one called Mall Cop — had caused 
him to be ejected from the Clareview 
Cinemas. 

Seth Rogen would no doubt be 
flattered. 

We endured the rest of the round- 
trip hemmed in by a gaggle of rude 


teens — one unleashed smelly, sock- 


less feet from high black boots and 
loudly proclaimed she never took it 
up the butt; her friend bore a sore- 
looking band of hickeys around her 
throat. 

They and their male suitors blabbed 
and grope-slopped into our space 
right to the end of the line, where my 
co-adventurer and | lamented that, 


had we only taken this trip a few days | 


later, we could have enjoyed ‘their 
society for two more stops. 
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LETTERS 
CANADIANS LACK RIGHTS 
Canadians need to get something into their 
thick heads: we have no rights. [“How Private 
Are Your Boxer Shorts?” April 16, SEE #308) 
The police can do whatever they want, 
search anywhere they want, and the courts 
will support them. So shut up, bend over, and 
obey. 

RUSSEL BARTH 

NEPEAN, ONT. 


COMMENTS FROM THE WEB 
TWEET EMOTION 

Aside from their target audience, are links 
posted [on Twitter] by The Journal's Twitter 
account meaningfully different from, say, 
an ad for the paper on the boards at Rexall 
Place? [“Who Will Do The Digging If News- 
Papers Fail?” April 16, SEE #803] 

They have no addional value. In fact, what 
the Edmonton Journal is presently doing on 
Twitter is detrimental to their brand. They 
are doing no more than copying and pasting 
(automatically, | might add) their RSS feed. 


't doesn't fit the Twitter model, and people — 


(myself included) are complaining. The fact 
that they are on Twitter might indicate that 


they are at the ground level and wouldbere- 


While I'm flattered to be singled out as your 
example, yes, there is one big difference be- 
tween the column you read in the paper or 
on the Journal website, and something that 
| might post on a personal blog or Facebook 
page ["Who Will Do The Digging If Newspa- 
pers Fail?” April 16, SEE #803). 

It's basic. The Journal. pays.me, and quite 
well, to spend my time researching and inter- 
viewing and writing. | simply couldn't afford 
to work for free, not with a family to support. 
If you want to read work researched and 
written by professional, trained, experienced 
full-time journalists, you have to find a way 
to pay them for their time and trouble. 

Social media are an important part of to- 
day's media mix. (Follow me on Twitter @ 
Paulatics, and | promise you won't just get 
rehashed headlines. ) 

But Twitter won't make my mortgage 
payments. - 

PAULA SIMONS ON APRIL 20 AT 1:57PM 
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Police Searches Based On Skin Tone 


GUEST COLUMN D. JAMES ANDERSON 

CAN THE COPS STOP YOU BASED 
ON NOTHING BUT THE COLOUR 
OF YOUR SKIN? IN A WORD, YES 





Editor's note: This is the last in a 
series of guest columns on privacy 
and legal issues by local lawyer D. 
James Anderson. Last week he looked 
at who can let the police into your 
home or room. This week he tackles 
searches based on racial profiling 


Let's take an unhappy detour into 
one of criminal law’s heartbreaking 
culs-de-sac: the one where, in some 
situations, it’s OK for the police to 
stop and question a person just be- 
cause they have a certain skin tone. 
The authority for the police to de- 
tain a suspect was addressed in R. v. 
Mann. Back in 2000, Winnipeg po- 
lice received a dispatch call regarding 
a break and enter. The suspect was 
described as a young native man of 
average height and build. The Win- 
nipeg police found the accused, a 
young native man, within several 
blocks of the crime scene. They did 
a pat-down and felt a lump in one of 
his pockets. The officer reached in 
and found pot, Valium, and baggies. 
One of the questions at trial was: 
did the police have articulable cause 


to detain Mr. Mann? 

The court decided there was, and 
went on to define articulable cause 
as a discretionary power (can you 
say “hunch”?) that requires, first, 
that the investigating officer believe 


-on reasonable grounds, considering 


all circumstances, that the individual 
is connected to a particular crime; 
and second, that such a detention is 
necessary. 

However, the scope of the search 
of Mr. Mann exceeded what was per- 


more than an individual's skin tone. 
For example, in what became 
known as R. v. Greaves, Vancouver 
police received a report of an assault 
committed by a black male accom- 
panied by several white males. The 
police later observed a black male ac- 
companied by two white males. Al- 
though the appearance of the black 
male did not closely match the de- 
scription of the alleged perpetrator, 
the officers considered the grouping 
of a black male with two white males 


not closely match the broadcast de- 
scription, there was articulable cause 
to detain the individuals. In spite of 
the fact the subsequent search went 
beyond what was permissible, none 
of the evidence was excluded. And 
yes, Mr. Greaves was convicted. 

The Supreme Court has stated 
that there is no hierarchy of Charter 
rights. Section 9 of the Charter — the 
right to be protected against arbitrary 
detention — should not be subordi- 
nate to any other Charter right. In 


eS EEE 


WHILE THE COURTS WANT MORE THAN A DESCRIPTION OF A WHITE PERSON 
AS “A WHITE PERSON” THEY ARE LESS PICKY WHEN IT COMES TO MINORITIES 


ae 


missible. If an officer objectively and 
justifiably believes that a detained 
suspect might be armed and danger- 
ous, a limited protective pat-down 
search is also permitted. If not, then 
no. 

Although the Supreme Court noted 
that “the potential for abuse inherent 
in such low-visibility exercises of 
discretionary power are all pressing 
reasons why the Court must exer- 
cise its custodial role,” the police all 
too often have been happy to exploit 
the vague test established by Mann. 
Consequently, Mann is often cited as 
justification for stops based on little 


suspicious. They stopped the group, 
and after 40 minutes an officer took 
Mr. Greaves’ cellphone and called a 
number labelled “Dad.” The person 
who answered indicated that his 
son's cellphone had been stolen 10 
days earlier. The police then charged 
Mr. Greaves with the robbery. 

The B.C. Court of Appeal found 
that even though the group was walk- 
ing toward the liquor store (as op- 
posed to walking away it), the people 
in the group differed in number from 
the broadcast description of the sus- 
pects, and the height, weight, age, and 
clothing of the persons detained did 


practice, however, an unreasonable 
detention is accepted essentially as 
an unfortunate cost of policing. Us- 
ing the language of Charter analysis, 
the decisions in Mann and Greaves 
indicate that a limit on one's liberty 
based on race may be “demonstra- 
bly justified in a free and democratic 
society” unless allowing the improp- 
erly obtained evidence will bring the 
administration of justice into disre- 
pute. 

The message is clear: the police 
power to search can (note: not will) 
trump a member of a racial minor- 
ity’s right not to be stopped just be- 


cause they're a member of a racial 
minority. 

Not too long ago, a black man 
named Mr, Coward was walking 
down a busy Calgary street when he 
was stopped by a cop and told that 
he matched the description of a per- 
son (i.e., a black man) seen waving a 
knife in the area. The cop asked him 
if he had a knife. Mr. Coward said 
he did not, and would not consent 
to a search of his person (as was his 
right). He was arrested, handcuffed, 
and searched in public. When no 
knife was found, he was released. No 
charges were laid. 

He later laid a complaint against 
the Calgary police alleging racial dis 
crimination, but the Calgary police 
disagreed. So did the Alberta Human 
Rights Commission and the Alberta 
Court of Queen's Bench, who found 
that while race is a prohibited ground 
of discrimination, it is also a relevant 
descriptor. 

So are a number of other things, 
but while the courts want more than 
a description of a white person as “a 
white person,” they are less picky 
when it comes to minorities. Perhaps 
until they want more, the minority 
man will be just that: only a minority 
man, and always a possible locus for 
fear. Reasonable? You tell me. 
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DISCOVER WHAT’S GOING ON 
THURSDAY JUNE 4, 7:30PM 
NORTHLANDS AGRICOM - EDMONTON 
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LIMITED VIP TICKETS $175 (6-7:30PM) 


INCLUDES: MEET & GREET WITH DR. CHOPRA, PREMIUM SEATS, 
FOOD, ENTERTAINMENT AND BOOK SIGNING. 


CALL 780.451.8000 * WWW.TICKETMASTER.CA 
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HIDDEN NINJA FISH GRIWKOWSKY 


PRODUCTS, BUT NOT FOR LONG 





pLAYA TURAGUANAL, CUBA — 
Like an old, half-submerged croco- 
dile, Cuba is scarred yet hopeful. 
And endlessly patient. This fact blis- 
ters quickly to the surface as I watch 
a sunburned Québécois tourist begin 
a tantrum in the gorgeously sculpted 
all-inclusive hotel village. Horrors — 
the golf cart limo she'd been eyeing 
has filled to its limit. “When is the 
next?” she barks and sighs simul- 
taneously en frangais, hurt she'll 





have to potentially wait minutes to 
be ferried, at most, the kilometre 
to her room. Someone’s not getting 
a tip, she “says” with a punchable 
look. Her behaviour is ridiculously 
conspicuous amid calm staff, and in 
fact most of a population of millions 
Growing up in government school 
uniforms, everyone learned Cuba's 
national character was innovative, 
friendly and cheerful. Therefore, so 
shall yours be. Or else. 

Those of you who want to see 
what Cuba is like while Fidel Castro 
is still alive are recommended to do 
so quickly. Obama's flirtations with 
the country — which happen while 
I'm here — have numerous potential 
results, some of them ugly. The land 
is damaged and dry, after successive 
hurricanes have shredded the map 
as an unthanked buffer on their way 
to Florida, Louisiana, and Texas. But 
for now, the rolling countryside and 
boiling, eroded cities are generally 
free from advertising, though the re- 


sort billboards have begun their can- 
cerous and fractal business 

I learn about “patience” almost im 
mediately after arriving at Holguin 
It starts with a cascade of fine airport 
mistakes including: (a) taking pho 
tos of the military; (b) not appearing 
to have any luggage; (c) identifying 
myself as media; (d) having a beard 
larger than Castro's; and, worst of all, 
(e) admitting to having ever smoked 
marijuana, Over the course of two 
hours, my bags are tweezered, any 
pocket lint tested in what looks like 
an elementary school kid’s science 
kit. “When,” the guard says — when, 
“we find marijuana, do not worry. 
We still want you to have a good time 
in Cuba and enjoy yourself.” Inter- 
estingly pleasant. At his direction, 
I move items onto the examination 
table. But with a pillow’s placement, 
all his samples fly to the floor. The 
guard laughs, oddly, and after an 
hour of unsuccessful results, a speck 
off the dusty floor glows blood red 
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“The mind of Louis Maltby” 


Why aren’+ I more populdrP The key to my populdrity must be.. 
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This clearly 
calls for 
experimentation. 


more knowledge of 
baseball trivia 


COLD WAR STILL OW THE UNITED STATES TRADE EMBARGO OF CUBA HAS LASTED 47 YEARS, AND IS STILL IN EFFECT 3 


“You see? Marijuana.” 

Actually, I suspect a setup — but 
pay the idiot tax cheerfully 

Over a week in hot weather, we 
escape the scenic resort as often as 
possible. It's nice, but it reminds me 
of high school at lunch — no peo- 
ple filters. A bartender who I'll call 
“Alex” is skeptical of Obama's new 
game of checkers. “It won't last a 
year,” he says. “We won't play ball.” 
I'm changing his name on purpose 
Cuban authorities have called the In 
ternet the “great disease of the 2Ist 
century,” though I expect they’d use 
it to out upstarts 

Another of our guides, let’s call him 
“B.B.,” breaks Obama down. “I think, 
so far, he’s pretty serious about what 
he's doing. We'll see what happens 
I also think that many other presi- 
dents were very, very stupid — they 
let escape the Cuban market. It is still 
a virgin market with enormous po 
tential for ariy country. A place that 
should be taken by the United States 
has been taken by other countries 
Even this bus is Chinese,” he says 
spreading his hands and smiling 
“Why. not America?” 
Not 
that my gorgeous black friend has a 
critical word for the United States, 


This attitude surprises me. 


but that he would willingly submit 
his country to its monoculture. Then 
again, a survivor, B.B. warns us away 
from buying Cuban cigars from 
street peddlers before pulling out a 
backpack of his own. “Half price — 
the real thing,” he lies charmingly, 
the Montecristo box dated 2007, un 
sealed and lacking the new goyern- 
ment health warnings. Well, close 
enough. I hand him the pesos but 
another Québécois woman grabs the 
box rudely. 
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Cuba Remains A Virtually Untouched Market 


And so, maybe having American 
tourists here wouldn't be any worse 
than sunburned Brits and Canucks. 
After a week's exposure, I’m certain- 
ly jaded about us as tourists. I saw 
a French Canadian couple too lazy 
to take their kids to the bathroom 
telling them to stand at the edge of 
the pool and piss. I saw people from 
Newfoundland drop- 
ping glasses, and stealing supplies 


screaming, 


off a maid’s cart. Familiar Albertans 
sneered eastward, or listed off item 
by item dollar-store garbage they've 
brought for the locals — like a bar of 
Dove makes you a fucking hero — or 
spreading the insane myth that Cu- 
ban children are given only one pen- 
cil a year 

Once the price-protected markets 
of the Soviet Union disappeared, 
Cuba turned to tourism as a last 
resort. Newly-discovered oil could 
change this dynamic violently. Con 
tradicting a northern conceit that 
if one doesn’t actually own much, 
the race to the bottom won't be so 
shocking, the giobal economic crisis 
has affected Cuba as well. Though 
education and surgeries are free, the 
price of pharmaceuticals, food, and 
electricity have been rising uncom- 
fortably as the Cuban peso spirals 
— what compromises loom? Maybe 
Obama's long game is to solve his 
healthcare issues with professional 
Cubans, who are already, seriously, 
“rented” to Venezuela and Zimba- 
bwe. 

We'll just have to wait to see. But 
under Raul Castro, beautiful Cuba 
is already warping. But, for now, al- 
ways smiling with perfect teeth. And 
utterly hiding any trace of hate in the 
eyes as you're handed that eighth 
pina colada at 4 a.m 
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The results: Negative. 

Recommendation: Obviously, more time must be spent ruminating 
about this, even at the expense of schoolwork, 
hobbies and activities. 
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WEEK IN REVIEW 


QUOTE OF THE WEEK 


&& THE PROVINCES NEED TO DETERMINE WHAT |: 
APPROPRIATELY FUNDED PUBLICLY AND WHA 
SERVICES COULD BE FUNDED BY OTHER MEANS 


—ALBERTA TA HEA 


TH MINISTER RON LIEPERT, AS QUOTED IN THE EDMONTON JOL 





WITNESS 


OUR COMMENT ON THIS WEEK'S NEWS 


ALBERTA: AUDITOR GENERAL 
DUNN DESERVES MORE FUNDING 
Auditor General Fred Dunn did excellent 
work in his report this year in revealing an 
insecure government computer network, 
inadequate financial controls at some post- 
secondary institutions, and the lethargic 
government response to his recommenda- 
tions on reforestation. 

It's important to note that Dunn com- 
pletes his job under trying circumstances. 
The public accounts committee voted down 
increases to the auditor general’s office last 
year, and so he doesn't have the money 
to look into the provincial eviction fund, 
which caused no end of headaches for both 
legitimate renters looking for help and the 
government because of how easy it was to 
defraud the system. Nor does he have the ~ 
funding to look into the new royalty system. 
In a province where the government holds 
the vast majority of seats and has been in 
government since 1971, the role of the audi- 
tor general is even more important. 


MORE MONEY FOR INDUSTRY 


| ALBERTA: OIL AND GAS 


The Alberta government just bought a 


| 15-per-cent stake in Precision Drilling. one of 


the biggest drilling companies in Canada. 
Even though the investment fund, Alberta 
Investment Management Corp., operates at 
arm's length from the Alberta government, 
it's clearly in step with government priorities 
— which are to promote and assist the oil 
and gas industry regardless of the facts or 
the costs. The $25-million public relations 
campaign on the oilsands, and the long- 


| term $2 billion investment in carbon capture 
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are proof of this. The news came the same 
day that the Alberta Federation of Labour, 
the Sierra Club, and Greenpeace issued a 
report calling on the provincial government 
to invest in the green economy, as a way 

not only to create jobs but also to lessen our 


long-term dependence on hydrocarbons. By | 


digging their heels in and refusing to evolve 
beyond oil, Alberta is letting down future 
generations. 





WORLD: TORTURE 


START CHARGING THE BRASS 


So we were all set to call out President 


| Barack Obama for not stating that officials 


in the Bush White House would be held 
accountable for sanctioning torture. His 
comments when the.now famous torture 
memos were released last week were not 
encouraging. (He basically said he wasn't 
tuling it out, even though individual CIA 
operatives were protected.) This wasn't the 
dramatic change we were looking for from 
Obama. Then he turned around and said, 
yes indeed, they could be charged. The at- 
torney general was looking into it right now. 

Good. We hope the investigation is wide- 
fanging and forces Americans to confront 
what was done on their watch. We don't 
care if Obama flip-flopped or not; we care 
that the higher-ups get charged for flouting 
international human rights. To do otherwise 
is saying that the United States condones 
torture. And that would tarnish Obama's 
pristine armour irrevocably. 
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Pot supporters get vocal at the annual 420 marijuana 
celebrations at the Alberta legislature grounds. 


BY THE NUMBERS 


THE DEBT GENERATION 


AVERAGE AMOUNTS OF STUDENT DEBT IN 2005, BY LEVEL OF STUDY 
__ SOURCE: STATISTICS CANADA 
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CKUA DJ GRANT STOVEL 
STILL CAN'T BELIEVE HE 
GETS PAID TO STAY UP LATE 
LISTENING TO MUSIC 





With the strained pitch of a strang- 
er’s best Alanis Morissette impres- 
sion drowning out parts of our con- 
versation, CKUA announcer Grant 
Stovel admits to being uninitiated in 
the ways of karaoke. 

Meeting up with the host after his 
Wednesday night volunteer shift at 
C)SR, Edmonton's other independent 
Music station, we decided to grab a 
beverage. Unbeknownst to either 


f us, it's karaoke night at Room at 
¢ Top on the University of Alberta 
“ampus. Stovel opts for coffee, as 
€ will soon be heading into CKUA 
© host his regular overnight show, 
vernight. 

‘Tfeel like a contest winner, staying 


Pall night listening to great music,” 
beams, 


*TS ago. Before’ that, he was a 
"mer, playing the blues mostly, 
 Stovel currently plays drums 
th The Swift tys, a throwback to the 
¥ ‘ountry sound of artists like 
"ny Cash and Waylon Jennings. 
® also keeps the blues beat with 


LISTENER FUMDED CKUA IS A NOT-FOR-PROFIT STATION WITH A LIMITED COMMERCIAL LICENSE, MEANING * TT TTONT 


The Overnight Shift 


OnThe Air | CKUA 0) Grant Stovel warms up for another three hours of great music in the wee hours of the morning. PHOTO BY MERYL SMITH LAWTON 


Jimmy and the Sleepers 

His love of the blues has also al 
lowed him to play with some of his 
favourite Canadian singers, includ 
ing Donald Ray Johnson, Big Dave 
McLean, and Sue Foley, as well as 
American blues legends such as 
Billy Boy Arnold, Lazy Lester, Pin- 
etop Perkins, and Big Jack Johnson 
Stovel also recently finished an EP 
with Edmonton's Mike “Bombchan” 
Park. 

Stovel also contributed to a soon- 
to-be-released CD and book tribute 
to his late father Bruce, also a blues 
aficionado and radio host, titled Jane 


Austen Sings the Blues. (The CJSR 
blues show Grant co-hosts with a 
friend was originally hosted by his 
father.) The elder Stovel was an Eng- 
lish professor at the University of 
Alberta — his main area of expertise 
was 18th-century literature, especial- 
ly Jane Austen, hence the title of the 
tribute. The book will feature essays 


on Austen, as well as poetry, blues ~ 


lyrics, and a memoir. The CD, mean- 
while, features songs from some of 
Bruce's favourite blues performers. 
Grant explains his father was a fan 
of music, but not a player: “My dad's 
musical inclinations were quashed 
when, at about the age of five, some 
exuberant early-morning trumpet 
practising caused his parents to for- 
bid the offending instrument — and 
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IT'S FUNDED PRIMARILY BY LISTENERS. THE 


he never played anything again! Kin 
da sad, eh? | was sometimes tempted 


to get him a cheap acoustic guitar 


and spring for some lessons as a gift, | 


but it always seemed like that might 


shatter the mystical spell that listen- | 


ing to music cast upon him.” 

As people warble along to various 
top hits, Stovel speaks enthusiasti- 
cally about CKUA’s music scene.“We 
had a station kickoff to the fundrais- 
er [|CKUA's 2009 spring campaign| 


and some of the staff are musi- | 


cians and it turned into a jam ses- 
sion. It’s cool to build that sense of 


community.” 
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ALOT OF E-MAIL CONTACT COMES FROM ALBERTANS WORKING ABROAD IN TAIWAN 
OR THE MIDDLE EAST. SOMETIMES THEY LISTEN TO GET GROUNDED. 


i a a 


He thinks CKUA’s longevity can 
also be attributed to radio's simplic- 
ity and intimacy. “ 

The beauty of radio is it'll never go 
away,” he says. “It's stimulating, but 
doesn’t monopolize your time. You 
can do other things while listening 
And there's room to build that per- 
sonal relationship.” 

The Alberta glows 
through the window behind Stovel as 
he finishes his coffee and reflects on 
the Overnight audience he'll soon be 
sharing time with, on radios around 
Alberta and online. 

“A lot of e-mail contact comes 
from Albertans working abroad,” he 
says, “in Taiwan or the Middle East, 
and it’s a taste of home. Sometimes 
they listen to. get grounded.” 
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Disturborist 


NOUN - Someone whose spiritual energy is replenished by intentionally pissing 


people off. “So this guy comes up to me and says, ‘Hey man, if your parents get 


divorced, does that mean they're still cousins?’ After 15 minutes | realized he 
was making fun of me and as | was kicking his ass he kept saying thank you and 
smiling. Man, those disturborists freak me out.” 


Flargy 


NOUN - Mascot created by the city of Red Deer to end the animosity between 
Edmonton and Calgary & ble mascot. “The rivalry 
between Calgary and Edmonton goes way beyond hockey. There is... um 

well, there are political differences ... and ... um, like ... geographical differences. 
What I'm saying is that Flargy's invisibility represents the true reason why 
Edmonton and Calgary don't get along, which is, essentially, nothing.” 
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DINING - MEDITERRANEAN - BY SCOTT LINGLEY |725 words 


Forget Your Everyday Lunches 





TAZZA MEDITERRANEAN CAFE 
1523-100 Ave, 488-1901 





Lazy, disorganized people like my- 
self tend to undervalue lunch. Most 
workdays, I forget to brown-bag it 
and subject myself to the narrow 
range of takeout choices within 
walking distance of my desk. Hence 
the contents of the meal are usually 
an afterthought — a cycle of indul- 
gence (cheeseburger!) and atone- 
ment (soup and salad!) at once ran- 
dom and wholly predictable, enacted 
in the charming environs of one bus- 
tling food court or another. 

How bracing it was, then, to wind 
up at Tazza on a tightly scheduled 
Saturday afternoon for a noon-hour 
repast. The self-proclaimed Medi- 
terranean café is tucked away in 
LeMarchand Mansion, and at first 
glance looks like a walk-up counter 
for coffee and grilled sandwiches. 
But take a hard left by the till and the 
doorway lets on to a bright, brick- 
lined room with well-spaced tables 
and what will be a magnificent view 

~ of the river valley in a few weeks. You 
could really linger over a coffee and a 
newspaper in a spot like this. 

You’d be no less well advised to 
eat while you're at it. Tazza's menu 
is small and tightly focused on sal- 
ads, soups, and things that can be 
wrapped in or served on a pita, with a 
few other Mediterranean specialties, 
but they seem to have stuck to their 
strengths, if my lunch is anything to 
go by. 

My co-diner had skipped break- 
fast and greedily observed the large 
grilled pitas arriving at the adjacent 
tables. She decided on the spaniko- 


Proud Boss | Richard Kachkar, owner of Tazza Mediterranean Café. PHOTO BY MERYL SMITH LAWTON 


pita chicken pita ($10.95) with a side 
of the day’s soup, tomato cabbage. I 
was kidding myself that I'd go to the 
gym after lunch and tried to keep it 
light with a trio of fatayers ($5.95) 
and a fatouche salad ($8.95). Our 
youthful server warmly endorsed 
our choices and generally made up 
in pleasantness her minor lapses in 
service-industry polish. 

The food took only long enough to 
allow us to soak up the sunny ambi- 
ence of the room, including the mur- 
mured Arabic of three ladies seated 
nearby who seemed to be taking 
the entire menu for a test drive. Of 
course, I didn’t understand a word 
but it gave me a moment to blur my 
mind and pretend I was somewhere 
more exotic. 

Soon enough my co-diner was con- 


fronted with her own rather large pita 
stuffed with grilled chicken, spinach, 
feta, red onion, artichoke hearts, and 
ajvar, the iridescent vegetable spread 
that’s the toast of Macedonia, and 
grilled in a sandwich press until crisp 
and melty. Real care had been taken 
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ous portion, but that just meant she 
had half a grilled pita to enjoy at sup- 
pertime. 

My fatouche salad was likewise 
enormous and stacked — romaine 
and leaf lettuce tossed with red on- 


ions, peppers, pita crisps, black 





THE TAB: $26 FOR TWO (FOOD ONLY) 
THE GIST: GREAT SPACE, SMALL BUT EFFECTIVE MENU 
TRY: THE FATOUCHE SALAD ($8.95) 
BEWARE: MOSTLY A DAYTIME OPERATION 





with the proportions and layers of 
ingredients, but the tomato-cabbage 
soup was the show-stopper, so rich 
and velvety and expertly seasoned | 
thought after a spoonful about order- 
ing a portion for the road. Ultimately 
my co-diner was bested by the gener- 


olives, pomegranate seeds, fresh 
herbs, and ground sumac in sweet 
extra virgin olive oil and a touch of 
vinegar. Like all good fatouche, it was 
light and refreshing, just the thing to 
wash down the three fatayers set be- 
fore me — one each of pastries filled 
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with cheese, spinach and cheese and 
spiced beef, with a side of yogurt dip 
stirred with garlic, onion, lemoi 
and more sumac. The golden brown 
dough around the fillings gave a little 
heft to the meal while still letting the 
flavour of the fillings come through, 
and I especially liked the lode of 
stewed spinach and feta in its little 
bread canoe. It was a nice change 
from sandwiches. 
Based on the one visit, I’m going 
to suggest that Tazza deserves “hid- 
den gem” status among Edmonton’ 
Mediterranean eateries, even at the 
risk of spoiling that status — and 
ready access to a free table — by tell- 
ing anyone who will listen. I’d also 
suggest calling ahead to make sure 
your dining-out plans coincide wit 
Tazza’s hours of operation. 
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ARTS MARKET CARROT COMMUNITY ARTS COFFEEHOUSE, 
935] TIBTH AVE, APR 17 Artists and artisans from the 
community and beyond, sharing unique gifts with local 
flavour. Every Sat. From 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Info: www. 
thecarrot.ca. 

CANADIAN WOMEN IN COMMUNICATIONS SUTTON 
PLACE HOTEL, 10235 101ST ST., APR 29 Networking luncheon. 
Doors at 11:30 a.m. info: www.cwc-afccom. 

EDMONTON EARTH DAY FESTIVAL HAWRELAK PARK, 
9330 GROAT RO., APR 26 With live entertainment and 
environmental, wholistic/advocacy exhibits. Doors at 12 p.m. 
Info: 460.1756. 

EDMONTON POETRY FESTIVAL APR 23-26 Featuring 20 
headliners and 150 local poets. Various venues. Info: www. 
edmontonpoetryfestival.com. 

FREE FAMILY ART NIGHTS NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE, 9704 
TITHAVE. APR 18 For Parents and children up to 17. Every 
Thu. Doors at 6:30 p.m. Info; 780-474-76i. 

FUNKY FUSION CRAFT SALE PARKALLEN COMMUNITY 
LEAGUE HALL, 6510 ITH ST, APR26 With handcrafted 
jewellery, soaps and body products, fibre creations, original 
paintings, handbags and original art cards. Doors at 12 p.m. 
Info: www. i 

JEANS AND JERSEY DINNER AND AUCTION SAWMILL 
BANQUET AND CATERING CENTRE, 3840 76TH AVE. APR25 
In support of the Alberta Diabetes Foundation hosted by 
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com. 
| LITERACY & LEARNING DAY SOCIETY NAIT, 11762 106TH 
ST, APR 25 7th Annual Conference for Parents, Educators & 
Adults working with Children. With keynote speaker Allen 
Balser. Info: ww.literacyday.ca. 

M.A.D.E. IN EDMONTON GRANT MACEWAN COLLEGE, 
10700 104TH AVE, APR 23 The Portable School project. 
Doors at 6:45 p.m. Tickets: $10 at the door. Info: www. 
madeinedmonton.org. 

MAD HATTER’S GALA SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE, 
| 9797 JASPER AVE, APR 25 Info: www.macewan.ca/ 
madhatters. 
NORTHERN ALBERTA WOOD CARVERS DUGGAN COM- 
MUNITY HALL, 3728 106TH ST.. APR 25-26 26th annual show 
and competition. Info: www.nawca.ca. 

OTHER VOICES MAGAZINE RELEASE PARTY HULBERT'S, 
7601 1ISTH ST. APR 29 Fresh batch of handpicked poetry. 
| Anevening of words, victuals and libations. Doors at 7:30 
p.m. Free admission (donations accepted). Info: www. 
othervoices.ca. 

RELIEVE THE BURNING DOWN UNDER WALKABOUT 
PUB, 10439 82ND AVE, APR 23 A fundraiser for victims of the 
Australian bushfires. Dress code: Outback vs Surf. Doors 8 
pum. Info: 278-3778, 
SPRING EDMONTON WOMAN'S SHOW 2009 NORTH- 
| LANDS AGRICOM, 7515 lI8TH AVE., APR 25-26 Doors 9:00 
a.m. Saturday, 11:00 a.m. Sunday. General Admission $12.00. 
Children under 12 FREE info:www.northlands.com. 
‘STITCH AND CHAT CARROT COMMUNITY ARTS COF- 
FEEHOUSE, 9351 TH AVE, APR 29 Doors at 7 p.m. Most 
Wednesdays. Info: weww.thecarrot.ca. 

‘STORM THE STAGE JUBILEE AUDITORIUM, 11455 87TH AVE, 





APR 24 Encore! gathers on the set of La Traviata for a launch 
party with a twist. Doors at 8 p.m. Tickets: $40. available 
throught Edmonton Opera Box Office. 

SWING DANCE AT SUGAR FOOT STOMPORANGE 
HALLI0335 84TH AVE. APR 21-23 Beginner 

lessons followed by dance. Every Sat. Doors at 8 p.m. 
VISUAL ARTIST COLLECTIVE CARROT COMMUNITY 
ARTS COFFEEHOUSE, 9351 118TH AVE,, APR 29 Second 
Wednesday of each month. Doors at 7 p.m. Info: www. 
thecarrot.ca. 

WRITERS’ CIRCLE CARROT COMMUNITY ARTS 
COFFEEHOUSE, 9351 118TH AVE. Writing workshop every Tue 
of month. Doors at 7 p.m. 


‘LEARNING 















AVE, APR16 Apatluck open to all members of the LGBTQ 
community. A time to get together, share a meal and meet 
people from the community. Last Tue of month. Doors at 7 
p.m. Info: tuff@shaw.ca. 

MEN TALKING WITH PRIDE PRIDE CENTRE, 9540 111TH 
AVE, APR19 A social discussion group for gay, bisexual 

and transgendered men to discuss current issues and to 
offer support to each other. Every Sun. Doors at 7 p.m. Info: 
robwells780@hatmail.com. 

PFLAG PRIDE CENTRE, 9540 I1ITH AVE., Parents and Friends 
of Lesbians and Gays: A support group for family members 
and friends of GLBT people. An excellent resource for people 
whose family members and friends have just come out. 
First Wed of month. Doors at 7 p.m. Info: edmontonab@ 
pflagcanada.ca. 

SENIORS DROP-IN PRIDE CENTRE, 9540 


LIGHTREIN SECOND ANNUAL STUDIO TITHAVE,, A social and support group for 
LIGHTING SEMINAR MACEWAN seniors of all genders and sexualities 
DOWNTOWN CAMPUS, 106 104TH HOT PICK to aoe a i = other 
tanner an cD EARTH DAYFESTIAL Dunia wea 7 
at 9am. Tickets through Tixon Live entertainment TESG PRIDE CENTRE, 9540 IITH 
the Square. Inf 420-175 and exhibits. AVE, Transgender Education and 
. : April 26, 12 p.m. free Support Group: Education aad 
HAWRELAK PARK spat iae i 
QU £ E R and questioning people in any stage of 
WOMEN’S COFFEE GROUP transition. Second Tue of month. Doors at 
VILLAGE LIFESTYLES, 10429 79TH AVE,, APR 6 A = 730 p.m.Info: admin@pridecentreofedmonton. 
social group for bi-curious and bisexual women. Every 2nd 
Tue of the month. 8:00 pum. Info: http://groups yahoo.com/ be arose SUE M ketenes 
COMMUNITY POTLUCK PRIDE CENTRE, 9540 TITH transgendered individuals, First and third Sun of month, 





Doors at 12 p.m. Info: admin@pridecentreofedmonton org. 
WOMONSPACE BOARD MEETING PRIDE CENTRE, 9540 
INTHAVE,, A social and recreational society run 

by volunteers to provide opportunities for lesbians to 
interact and support each other in a safe environment. 
First Sun of month. Doors at 10:30 a.m. Info: wspresident 
hotmail.com. 

YOUTH MOVIE PRIDE CENTRE, 9540 ITITH AVE, Movie 
chosen by youth (aged 14 - 25), usually with LGBT themes. 
Popcom is served. Doors at 6:30 p.m.\nfo: brendan@ 


pridecentreofedmonton.org. 

YOUTH UNDERSTANDING YOUTH PRIDE CENTRE, 940 
TITHAVE, A place where LGBTQ youth under 25 can gat’ 
tohave fun and leam about themselves and others nas 
supportive, and caring environment. Doors at 7 p.m. inf: 


READINGS AND 
LECTURES 


EARLY COMMERCIAL PHOTOGRAPHY STUDIOS IN 
JAPAN - SURVIVAL OF THE FITTEST ART GALLERY OF 
ALBERTA, #100 10230 JASPER AVE, APR 23 Terry Bennet! 
speaks as part of AGAs Inside Art Lecture Series. Doors? 
p.m. Info: www.artgalleryalberta.com. 
PHILOSOPHY FOR LIVING SGI EDMONTON CENTRE I 
IO7THAVE., APR 25 Buddhism lecture series, Doors at |" 
Info:www.sgicanada.org, : 

RAVING POETS KASBAR LOUNGE, 10444 WHYTEAVE Wie 
Sofa King; the series. Every Wed. Doors at 7:30 pam. Ino: 
Www.ravingpoets.com. 
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MUSIC PREVIEW - BRAINY METAL - BY TOM MURRAY | 658 words 


7 4 THERE ARE JUST SO MANY THINGS WE’D LIKE 
TO TRY: THROWING A BANJO INTRO ON ONE 
OF OUR SONGS WAS JUST ONE OF THEM. 


Mastodon Meets Mad Monk, Makes Metal 


THE GEORGIA BAND'S CRACK 
THE SKYEIS A SURPRISINGLY 
NON-FLAKY TALE OF TIME 
TRAVEL, ASTRAL PROJECTION, 
AND RASPUTIN 





MASTODON 

w/ intronaut and Kylesa. Starlite Room (10030-102 St). 
Sat, Apr 25 (8pm). Tickets: $29.50, available through 
Ticketmaster or at the door. 





Not since Boney M occupied the Top 
10 has Russia’s greatest love ma- 
chine been given such an impressive 
makeover. 

It took 30 years for Mastodon to 
resurrect the nigh-unkillable Mad 
Monk with their fourth release, 
Crack the Skye, and they’ve done it 
in a highly original way. 

“Okay,” admits singer/bassist Troy 
Sanders via cellphone as he walks 
through windy Albuquerque, battling 
sudden squalls while he explains the 
plot of their latest album. “On paper 
it definitely seems kind of strange — 
its about time travel, astral projec- 
tion, and Rasputin, and if you just 
look at it that way, it doesn’t make a 
lick of sense.” 

In many ways, even after Sand- 
ers’ explanation, it still doesn't 
make a lick of sense — but there is 
a plot, and it does hang together if 
you don't scrutinize it too closely. 
In short, Crack the Skye is a con- 
cept piece that follows the spirit of 
an astral-travelling paraplegic who 
finds himself without a connection 
to his body after drifting too close to 
the sun ... after which he’s inserted 
in the Russian mystic whose influ- 
ence on the czar’s family through 
the early part of the 20th century 
led to numerous failed attempts at 
assassination. 

Got it? Good — though it isn’t re- 
ally necessary. Mastodon has done 


this before, after all, with a concept 
album based on Moby Dick (2004's 
acclaimed Leviathan), and if there's 
one thing that this band has proven, 
it's that they never let the idea super 
sede the actual music. Shuck the sto 
ry if you must, Crack the Skye is still 
great Mastodon music, as viscerally 
thudding as anything they've ever 
done. While it might seem as though 
they've headed into somber prog land 
with titles like “The Czar: I Usurper 
— Il. Escape — III. Martyr — IV. Spi- 
ral,” the fact is that Mastodon can't 
quite shake their metal roots, even as 
they add touches of banjo and mel- 
lotron to the mix 

The result has gotten the Atlanta 
four-piece some of the best reviews 
of their careers, though Sanders 
(along with drummer Brann Dai- 
lor, guitarist Bill Kelliher and gui- 
tarist/vocalist Brett 
quick to note that reviews don’t 
determine how they judge their 
own work 


Hines) are 


“It’s an excellent compliment when 
listeners say they like what we do, 
don't get me wrong,” he says, “but 
we didn’t write the album to please 
a particular group of people. When 
you create art you want people to 
hear it — it's not there for just a few 
to discover.” 

Hold on. Even with esoteric top- 
ics like astral travel and historical 
figures, Mastodon expects to reach 
a wide audience? “Well,” he says af- 
ter a pause, “these are the topics that 
fascinate us. We lay them out on the 
table and kind of create from there 
It's very collaborative — and we only 
put these interests together if they 
make sense.” 

So if someone has an obsession 
with Aztec culture and the coming 
apocalypse in 2012, it may not neces- 
sarily make it in? 





"Scuse Me While | Crack The Skye | Mastodon explores Russian history and altered states of cosmic consciousness on their new Gisc. PHOTO COURTESY OF WARNER BROS RECORDS 


“Exactly,” Sanders laughs. “But we 
do like to keep it interesting — and 
you hope that your fans will stay 
with you on it, but there's no guar- 
antee. Besides, for us to work, we all 
have to be on the same page, or noth- 
ing gets done.” 

From the way Sanders describes 
their democratic modus operandi, it 
seems amazing that anything gets 


done in the Mastodon camp. But 
somehow four exploratory albums 
of pulverizing hard rock have come 
out of this partnership, all skirting 
the line between brutal metal riffing 
and thoughtful arrangements, with 
enough eye-opening sonic touches to 
keep it interesting for both band and 
listeners 

“We don't like to stand still,” Sand- 


ers says. “There are just so many 
things we'd like to try: throwing a 
banjo intro on one of our songs was 
just one of them. The possibilities are 
unlimited, but we also like to keep it 
rocking,” 

Feeding the body as well as the 
mind, right? 

“Exactly — we're going at this one 
caveman step at a time.” 








HOT TICKETS - MUST-SEE SHOWS 








BIRDONAWIRE. | DEFINITELY NOT FROM QUEBEC INFULLBLOOM 
Leonard Cohen Bloc Party The Killers 
Rexall Place» April 25 Shaw Conference Centre « April 29 Rexall Place « April 27 


$39.24 - $249.74 | Ticketmaster 


Even though Cohen recycled stage chat- 
ter from his Live in London album during his 
April 19 show in Vancouver, we won't hold 
it against him. If we were 74 years old with 
a discography like his, we'd run out of things 
to say too. Fortunately, his set on his current 
career-capper tour lasts upwards of three 
hours, so he'll be saying plenty through his 
music. And for those aspiring musicians in 
the crowd, here's some Zen wisdom to con- 
sider: do not seek to follow in the footsteps 


$36.50 | Ticketmaster 


Normally whenever the early '90s rap duo 
Kris Kross comes up in conversation, we turn 
on our heels and run. But we'll give them 
this: Kris Kross’ 1992 performance on the 
British TV music program Top of the Pops 
apparently inspired Bloc Party’s Kele Oker- 

eke to learn how to play guitar. Seeing Bloc 
| Party on TV had just the opposite effect on 
Hot Tix, though — the video for “Signs” from 
their 2008 album Intimacy had us terrified of 





of the men of old; seek what they sought. 


our radio dials for months. Good work, boys. 
Creepy, but good. 





$30.50 - $49.50 | Ticketmaster 


Somebody told us we had a boyfriend who 
looked like a girlfriend that Brandon Flowers 
had last February, but then we remembered 
that Flowers was married in 2005 and that 
our boyfriend looked nothing like Tana Mun- 
blowsky. Why do people lie to us? Anyway, if 
you haven't heard the news, Flowers and his 
Killers are slotted to play Lollapalooza this 
August alongside Depeche Mode and Kings 
of Leon, f you can’t make it to Chicago, then 
might we suggest Rexall on Monday? They 
won't be back this way for a while. 
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MUSIC PREVIEW - SINGLE BLENDED - BY JAMIE REINHART | 488 words 


Eamon McGrath: From Wild Dogs To White Whale 


THE LOCAL ROCK WUNDERKIND 
GOT DRUNK (ON CREATIVITY) 
WHILE MAKING 13 SONGS OF 
WHISKEY AND LIGHT 





EAMON MCGRATH 
w/ Murder By Death. Starlite Room (10030-102 St). Sun, 
Apr26 (9pm). Tickets: $15, available through Ticketmaster, 


Blackbyrd Myoozik and Listen Records. 





Local singer/songwnter _ Eamon 
McGrath has been involved in the 
Edmonton music scene since he was 
13 years old. Seven years later, he’s 
about to release a new album, his 
first non-independent release, 13 
Songs of Whiskey and Light. Right 
now, however, he has temporar 
ily put his guitar aside and instead 
is banging the frying pan around 
making eggs. The pan rattles as he 
explains the difference between last 
year’s Wild Dogs disc and 13 Songs 
“This is more like a family album, 
where the other record is like a nov- 
el,” McGrath says. “If Wild Dogs is 
like a written piece of work with a be 
ginning, middle and an end, [13 Songs 
of Whiskey and Light] is a bunch of 


snapshots put together on a page that 





you could extrapolate a story from — 
or maybe the stories are not in order 


or someone 1S emphasizing one part 


or exaggerating one thing that hap- 
pened. The story is all over the place, 
but you still: know the plot.” 

The story of 13 Songs of Whis- 
key and Light was culled from more 
than 100 home-recorded songs from 
18 albums and is McGrath's first re- 
lease on the independent label White 
Whale Records out of Toronto. Nar 
rowing down the songs from 100 
to 13 was no simple process and 
McGrath says the result wouldn't 
have been the same if White Whale 


weren't releasing it 





won't sound the same as they do on 
the record. Take the song “Caves,” 
for instance 

“It’s punk, it’s loud, it's psychedelic, 
it's pissed off and it's sad at the same 
time,” McGrath says, “and on the al- 
bum it’s this delicate thing.” 

This is the part of the process 
that McGrath likes the best — get- 
ting a band together and spontane 
ously wailing out a song that turns 
out to be completely different from 
the original. Get him talking on this 
subject and his love for the creative 





“IT’S PUNK, IT’S LOUD, IT’S PSYCHEDELIC, IT’S 
PISSED OFF, AND IT’S SAD AT THE SAME TIME.” 





“My original selection was com- 
pletely different,” he explains 
“There was a lot more noise and ex- 
perimentation on it. Looking back 
on it, I think they made a good call 
I don't think it would have been a 
good record if they went with what | 
wanted to do 

The 
that new to Edmontonians, 
McGrath has been performing a lot 
of the material for a while now. But 
with The City Streets as his backing 


band on his upcoming tour, they sure 


album might not seem 


since 


impulse is as powerful — and as im- 
possible to ignore — as the smell of 
booze on a drunk’s breath. Which is 
why he can’t wait to hit the road this 
summer. 

“With 


something you learn every time,” he 


each tour there's always 


says. “The road always teaches you 
something about yourself or about 
someone else or about something in 
your life. I see it as a sacred sort of 
thing. It's kind of this meditation — 
that’s how I think about it. 1 wonder 


what it will teach me this time.” 





pisses : 
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Prince Of Whale? | Eamon McGrath is now part of White Whale, the label that's also home to Handsome Furs and Mohawk Lod: 
PHOTO COURTESY OF WHITE WHALE RECORDS 








14+ April 23— April 29, 2009 - see magazine - edmonton 


AT we 





MUSIC PREVIEW - GOLD RECORD - BY RENATO PAGNANI |585 words 


ATMOSPHERE TOM WAITS IS NOT THE ONLY NOTABLE GUEST ARTIST ON WHEN LIFE GIVES YOU LEMONS; 
ATMOSPHERE |S JOINED BY TV ON THE RADIO'S TUNDE ADEBIMPE ON THE TRACK “YOUR GLASSHOUSE 


music 


... And On Beatbox, Tom Waits? 


INDIE RAPPERS ATMOSPHERE 
WERE SHY ABOUT ASKING THE 
MUSIC ICON TO COLLABORATE, 
BUT THEY'RE GLAD THEY 
FINALLY FOUND THE NERVE 





ATMOSPHERE 
w/Josh Martinez, Attracted to Gods. Starlite Room 


(1030-102 St). Tue, Apr 28 (8pm). Tickets available through 
Ticketmaster, Blackbyrd, Foosh, Listen. 





Since its release last spring, I’ve 
probably listened to Atmosphere's 
fifth album, When Life Gives You 
Lemons, You Paint That Shit Gold, 
more than 50 times. But until I start- 
ed doing some research in prepara- 
tion for my interview with Slug, the 

| rapping half of the Minneapolis- 
based duo (rounded out by producer 
Ant), | had no idea musical legend 
Torn Waits was featured on the al- 
bum — but my ignorance doesn't 

' bother Slug in the slightest. Waits 
doesn’t sing or play an_instru- 
ment on the song “The Waitress”; 
rather, he beatboxes, which may be 
why it took me so long to clue into 
the fact it's him doing the Rahzel 
impersonation. 

“He didn’t try to own the song, 
and | loved that,” Slug says. “He just 
climbed in and found somewhere he 
fit, and it didn’t have to be uncom- 


fortable or weird. It wasn’t contrived 
— I told him, ‘If you think you can 
add something, great. If not, don't 
try to force it.’ And how often do you 
get Tom Waits to beatbox on your 
song? 

“When he sent me what he came 
up with, I was actually really re- 
lieved;” he continues. “I didn’t have 
to feel like I was exploiting his voice 
or his name.’ : 

But the collaboration almost never 
happened. Slug and Ant were in the 
middle of recording the bulk of what 
would go on to become Lemons, 
and Slug had already written “The 
Waitress.” He knew the song’s sub 
ject matter was very Waitsian, but 
felt conflicted about asking Waits’ 
son, whom Slug has been friends 
with for a few years, to put him in 
contact with his legendary pops. As 
they were wrapping up recording, 
Slug finally bit the bullet and asked; 
to his relief, his friend was more than 
happy to hook the two artists up 

“[Ant and I] actually considered 
not putting his name in the credits,” 


- Slug adds. “I wasn’t working with 


the guy to get critical acclaim to sell 
more copies. In the end, | figured | 
should at least put ‘T. Waits’ in the 
liner notes so when I’m old and have 
Alzheimer’s I can still look at it and 


go, ‘Hey, 1 dida song with Tom fuck- 
ing Waits!’” 

And although Slug might not have 
Tom 


increased 


been concerned with how a 
Waits feature could have 
sales of Lemons, the album debuted 
at #5 on the Billboard charts, sell 
ing more than 36,000 copies in its 
first week — an impressive feat for a 
rap group on an independent label 
But Atmosphere has built up a loyal 
fanbase over the years, often touring 
colleges and smaller towns that ma- 
jor-label artists routinely skip over. 
They also give away as much music 
for free as they can 

Before the release of Lemons, for 
instance, Atmosphere gave away 
Strictly Leakage, a collection of 
more lighthearted party tracks, for 
free on their website. And older full- 
length albums, such as God Loves 
Ugly, which has just been re-released 
after being out of print for more than 
a year, have also been available for 
download on the group’s website at 
different points in time 

“From now on, we're going to re- 
lease much more of the material 
we record, which is what the Leak- 
age series is for,” Slug says. “I just 
don’t want quality, | want quantity 
too. I want to be the Lil Wayne of the 
underground.” 








When Life Gives You Cellos, What Colour Do You Paint Them? | Atmosphere’s Slug and Ant send beautiful music into the 
ozone. PHOTO COURTESY OF OUTSIDE MUSIC 
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MUSIC PREVIEW - CHARMER! BY TRENT WILKIE | 42 words 


God Loves Melissa McClelland 


AND OUR WRITER FELL UNDER 
HER SPELL IN A BIG WAY TOO 
AS SHE TALKED ABOUT HER 
NEW VICTORIA DAY DISC 





MELISSA MCCLELLAND 

w/ Jason Plumb, Haven Social Club (15T20A Stony Plain 
Rd). Fri, Apr 24 (Bpm). Tickets: $15, available through 
Ticketmaster (451-8000/ticketmaster.ca) or at the door. 





Somewhere in the middle of listen- 
ing to songwriter Melissa McClel- 
land talk, I realize that somehow our 
interview has turned into more of a 
conversation. Her ideas, her stories 
seem less contrived than the usual 
question-and-answer __ boilerplate 

Her newest album, Victoria Day, has 
that same mix of candor and unpre- 
dictability: it takes you for a ride, and 
like all good stories, you don't realize 
that it is finished until it is. 

“The contrast in my music is that 
it’s nasty stuff, but it’s delivered in a 
sweet package,” McClelland says. “I 
look for the little stories within the 
big story. I’m always looking for the 
details. I'm always on the road, so | 
pick up things along the way because 
there are so many things to take in 
and so many colourful characters. 
It's those tidbits that make it hard to 
resist. Sometimes it seems obvious 
like, ‘Ah, man, this could be a great 


song,’ but it usually doesn’t come 
out right away. Memories, | find, are 
easier to grasp than being in the mo- 
ment, because during the moment, 
you're just taking everything in 
Sometimes when you're remember- 
ing something from far away, you 
romanticize it or there is some kind 
of nostalgia attached to it, so you can 
have more fun with it.” 

And>in true McClellandian fash- 
ion, she spins me a yarn as if the two 
of us were sipping brandy around 


sign attached. On the sign there was 
a cherry. At one point there were 
prostitutes working in the motel and 
whenever one of them was avail- 
able, the cherry would light up and 
that’s how people knew. So anyway, 
the next day I started writing ‘God 
Loves Me’ and at first it was pretty 
literal because I mentioned the bar 
in the song, but later on I rewrote it 
because | wanted it to be a little more 
mysterious. Now here | go giving it 
all away!” 








a glowing hearth. This one, a story 
about a story, shows a bit about how 
she does what she does — and per- 
haps why she does it too 

“There's a song on my record 
called ‘God Loves Me’ and that was 
inspired by a bar in Missouri called 
the Luna Café that has been along 
Route 66 for what seems like for- 
ever. It's such a great little place 
— the guy who ran it was hilarious, 
we hung out with them all night and 
they gave us homemade moonshine 
in a jar. Anyway, they were telling 
me a story about the motel that is 
attached to bar and about the neon 


Canada is a series of small pockets 
of population connected by roads. 
McClelland has been down many of 
those roads but the one to success 
has been more difficult to find. “With 
the state that the music industry is 
in — and this sounds very pessimistic 
— but you aren't going to have much 
luck anywhere,” she says. “You have 
to find your own way in this industry 
right now and | don’t know if run- 
ning to L.A. and showcasing for all 
the record labels is a good idea. You 
just have to put the work in, create 
something on your own, and let that 
speak for itself.” 





Watch The Birdie | Great ideas for songs have a way of nesting in Melissa McClelland's head, PHOTO COURTESY OF SIX SHOOTER 
RECORDS 
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The Beer Event of the Season 


MONDAY, JUNE 8, 2009 


TRANSALTA ARTS BARN, WESTBURY THEATRE 


t 


bigrockbeer.com/eddies 


Phoenix jf SOONER. 





WHITEIRON 





Packrat Loule Kitchen & Bar * The Billiard Club + Ceili’s irish Pub & Restaurant » Original Joe's ~ 6404-109th St. 
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RINGTONES 


Right Round, 
Flo Rida ft. Ke$ha 


Kiss Me Thru the Phone 
Soulja Boy 


Crack A Bottle 
Eminem 


Dead and Gone 
T.I. ft. Justin Timberlake 


LoveGame 
Lady Gaga 


I'm On A Boat 
Lonely Island ft.T-Pain 


Single Ladies (Put a ring on it) 
Beyonce 


Jai Ho! (You Are My Destiny) 
A.R. Rahman 
ft. The Pussycat Dolls 


Untouched 
The Veronicas 


Boom Boom Pow 
Black Eyed Peas 


TEXT 


MUSIC 
TO 555 


To download the hottest tracks, 
ringtones and more 


©) ROGERS 


| 


* RED STAR 





™Rogers & Mobius design are trademarks of Rogers 
Communications Inc., used under license or of Rogers 
Wireless. © 2008 Rogers Wireless. 
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Darwinian Punk! 

THE THERMALS 
Now We Can See 
(Kill Rock Stars) 

tok bok 





Where other punk outfits are content to spend decades faging abstractly against corporate phonies, 

@ Portland, Ore. duc The Thermals have considerably grander aspirations. Their fourth album, Now We Can 
See, takes on nothing less than evolution itself — often from the point of view of some hapless creature in 
mid-transformation. Opening track “When | Died” quickly sets the Primordial mood: “| took off my clothes / | took off my skin / Starting 
shedding my arms / To start getting my fins.” Luckily, guitarist/vocalist Hutch Harris and bassist/drummer Kathy Foster also possess 
ultra-sharp gifts for loud, bristling melodies — one-third razor blade, two-thirds candy apple. Harris's barrelling vocals can turn even the 
most bizarre material into a winning singalong, best seen in songs like “We Were Sick” and “Liquid In, Liquid Out.” And if you don't care 
for all that evolution stuff, you may still fall for the “oh-way-oh-oh” chorus on the title track — just try not to remember that the title is 
decidedly not a metaphor. 


MICHAEL HINGSTON 











=3 Gal Harvey Histrionics 
| PJHARVEY & JOHN PARISH 
i A Woman a Man Walked By | 
| (Island) 
| wok terri | 


Vp Hanary A oe Prats 


| The latest collaboration between increasingly marginal/unhinged-sounding alt-chanteuse Harvey and 
producer/multi-instrumentalist Parish is the ideal album for someone who likes the concept of music bet- 
| ter than actual music. It’s finely layered, emotive, provocative, and just about impossible to listen to from 
beginning to end. After the promisingly haunted opening of "My Blackhearted Love.” the album starts to founder on increasingly opaque 
and grating vignettes as Harvey works her Artist In Touch With Darker Impulses persona to a vexing degree. Gallingly, there are brilliant 
touches throughout, like the gently plunked ukulele behind Harvey's fragile vocal on “The Soldier” or the oddly-metred beat and sudden 
bursts of melody that punctuate “The Chair,” another track that isn't totally given over to abrasive histrionics. As for much of the rest, 
they might come in handy if urging those last few lingering guests out the door in the dying moments of your next house party, 

SCOTT LINGLEY 
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Noise Pop 
MICACHU AND THE SHAPES | 
Jewellery 

(Rough Trade) 

kek 

@ My word, the annoyances that indie rock critics are willing to put up with these days! The reviews of | 
Jewellery all seem to agree that it marks the arrival of an exciting new pop-music maverick, 21-year-old 
Londoner Mica Levi. And if | were judging her solely on the basis of "Golden Phone” and “Calculator” 
(which sounds like Deerhoof covering “Tequila”) I'd agree. Her jittery, skittery, covered-with-littery sound really does capture the hyper- 
linked, short-attention-span psyche of the text-message generation. But it’s as if Levi has consciously added at least two elements that 
will make the other tracks on Jewellery as difficult to enjoy as possible: she encrusts even her poppiest melodies with untuned guitars, 
primitive, off-key yelping, the whine of a vacuum cleaner, and word-salad images of vultures and “curly teeth.” Are my aging ears just 
too beholden to outmoded notions like “melody” and “harmony”? Perhaps — | never got the Fiery Furnaces either. But when | read the 
thapsodic reviews in Pitchfork and Coke Machine Glow, | find myself wondering what “indie restaurant critics” would sound like. | picture | 
them eating a salad generously dusted with sand and pieces of broken glass and savouring how refreshing and delicious it all is. 
PAUL MATWYCHUK | 





Branching Out 
SLIM TWIG 
Contempt! 
(Papesbag) | 
katy 

Contempt! is a stark, atmospheric, lyrically cohesive album, but that doesn't mean | really need to listen to 
it ever again. Though there are some real standouts, the songs on Contempt! mostly blend together into 
one long succession of dark synths, experimental keyboards, minimal percussion, and drawling rockabilly- 





rhyming vocals. “Young Hussies” starts things off with minimal electro percussion, with cascading, dissonant keyboards and the sound 
of broken glass filling out the song. Atop it all is Slim Twig's near-rapping; rhythmic, rhyming, drawling, and rigidly sung descriptors which 
paint a dark picture of a couple of, yep, young hussies. “Mansion Haunting" perfects this format, with more interesting instrumentation, 
stronger lyrics, and a clearer, less obnoxious delivery; this is the song on Contempt! that most closely resembles a single. Perhaps Slim ~ 
should be applauded for making sucha subtle album, but there's a fine line between subtle and boring. 

MIKE DEANE 


Ugh 

USS 
Questamation 
(Smashing World) 
wot 

_ With Questamation, the Toronto-based duo USS (the name stands for Ubiquitous Synergy Seeker; no, |am 
Sexe not making that up) proudly joins the world of uninteresting, unbearable, and ultimately disposable radio- 

“ friendly garbage. USS's MySpace page describes their sound as “Nirvana unplugged at a science centre rave 
With DJ Premier. Bob Marley ina lab coat. Chuck D and Flavor Flavat a motivational seminar. A campfire afterparty.” | have no problem 
with a band trying to eclecticize its sound, but this is really too much. (Hey, if they can make “Questamation” a word, why can't | make 

Up eclecticize?) But their flashy attempts at sounding diverse and unique come off merely as generic and forgettable. And don't getme 
Started on the regrettable songwriting: on “Stationery Robbery,” when a thief laughs about how he “stole your Pen, so you can't ever write 
again,” it's amusing only as an apologetic explanation for why their lyrics are so dreadful. The badness of this album leaves me with 
Questamation of my own: why will it make USS even more popular than before? _ “4 
CURTIS WRIGHT ' ; 
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| THE DIVORCEES 


: aii 


THE HANDSOME FAMILY 
HONEY MOON 


Honey Moon is an almost jarringly obsessive 


| love letter to nature — though not in any 


direct “environmentalist” sense, it's more 


about a constantly noted setting. Rennie 


Sparks' American Gothic-style 
lyrics are simply infested with 
small creatures and old 

trees, mysterious swamps 

and hidden birds. Some 
human architecture is also 
included — strip malis and a 
drawbridge, for example — but 
always seen from a distance. It’s 


| asif Rennie were writing her lyrics for an 


agoraphobic to sing ... though her husband 
Brett's bipolar condition doesn't checklist 
being afraid of being inside. 


| Onmore than a few songs, Brett ditches the 


too-cool-to-emote alt-country cliche to a 


shockingly earnest, 1940s-style earnestness. 


It’s like something you'd hear in a black- 
and-white musical, down to the whistling. 
The backbone is still the kind of educated 


| hillbilly sound No Depression magazine used 


to coo eloquently about, thesaurus in hand, 
but the departure is welcome. 


| “A Thousand Diamond Rings,” the standout 


track, is fairly traditional, mind you. Brett's 
voice swoops beautifully, and the rings of 


| the title are actually an ode to sunset light 


easing along broken parking lot glass. 
“Love Is Like” ties the package up 
neatly, floating weightlessly 
around with little beeps in 
the background. It took me 
a few listens, but this one’s 
really grown on me. 

kk ky 


LAST OF THE FREE MEN 

It's not a matter of “fair”; preconceptions 
matter. Like this wave of supposedly 
underground films like Juno and Slumdog 
Millionaire that are actually on the same 
dippy level as Two and Half Men, commer- 
cial country music has been struggling for a 
while now to stay alive by inviting into the 








MUSIC 


_| LISTEN. BY FISH GRIWKOWSKY 


Mainstream what it feels is “alternative.” 
But what used to happen is Paul Brandt 
or Alan Jackson would throw in a novelty 
trucker song or some extremely upbeat tune 
about kissing your cousin, generally played 
at the end of the night ... but essentially joke 
songs for children. What this has to 
do with The Divorcees is that all 
their songs on some level are 
like this, and indeed CMT has 
welcomed them as the new 
Highwaymen. Bullshit 
Though certainly danceable 
and a lot of fun live, when you 
try and sing exactly like Waylon 
Jennings, you're pandering. Take away the 
“edgy” image and listen to the music and 
you'll realize all this has been done before, 
including singing about crappy cars with 
love and sad duets using “storm” as the 
metaphor. It's hot country and I'm so fucking 
Sick of that shit and the shrunken, dim army 
of mongoloids who still barely embrace it 





OLD SCHOOL 
FRED EAGLESMITH 
50 ODD DOLLARS (1999) 
Now here's an example of how to come in 
from country’s border with something genu- 
inely marvelous. Though sentimental and 
even cliched, Eaglesmith is fully in control of 
his own desperate, messy sound. Like Steve 
Earle, the distortion pedals are 
everywhere and his voice is like 
fazor wire. But listen to the 
exhausted “Rodeo Boy” and 
tell me you're not moved. “I 
don't think folks know what 
to say since they heard the 
news,” he sings, adding'to the 
album's general theme of being 
smaller than pretty much everything in 
this world. Sometimes that's a good thing 
— “Mighty Big Car” is auto porn, “Ten Ton 
Chain” another expression of awe at things 
built. Fredheads and his insultingly campy 
stage act aside, here's how to lay it down in 
the studio. 
toto Ik 
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ON TAP 


~ ENTERTAINMENT 


BIG HANK & THE BLUE HEARTS 
APRIL 25TH & 26TH 


LYLE HOBBS 
APRIL 23TH & 24TH 


DAILY HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS 








OPEN MIC NIGHT 


GOT JAM? 


8 P.M. EVERY WEDNESDAY « HOSTED BY DUFF ROBINSON. 


DEVANEY’S 


binish pus® 
9013-88 AVENUE 465-4834 
WWW.EDMONTONPUBS.COM 


LIVE ENTERTAINMENT: 
APRIL 29 « DUFF ROBINSON 


KARAOKE 


8 P.M. EVERY THURSDAY « HOSTED BY NICOLE 


MONDAY TO SUNDAY OPEN AT 1920 AB: 
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| MUSICBUZZ - INTERNATIONAL HAPPENINGS! [577 words 


Feast And Famines 





WILDLIFE FISH GRIWKOWSKY 

I'D RATHER LISTEN TO 
CUBAN GRACKLES THAN ANY 
BAND AROUND. EXCEPT FOR 
THE FAMINES. AND SNFU 





As predicted, all over Cuba you can 
hear son, mambas and everything 
else Ry Cooder brought to us rhyth- 
miless honkies at the turn of the cen- 
tury. Jazz clubs are abundant on the 
streets, though off the main square 
in Holguin, oddly enough, La Cav- 
erna de los Beatles has one of the 


flashiest signs and window art. Hav- 
ing been down the dank stairs in Liv- 
erpool’s actual Cavern, I cast a vote 
for the Cuban version, especially 
since all four of the actual Beatles 
| never played either place — the U.K. 


version, as you probably know, is a 


transplant from down the alley. 
Disturbingly, what little of our 
own global-octopus music was float- 


whistle woke me up happy ever 

morning. Or whatever you call tt 

“morning” when it starts at 1:37 p.n 

Another song, that of the perverted 
security guard, deeply impresse 
Motorjoan, formerly of The Skinny 
down for the same wedding. Th 
guard’s atrociously distinct call o} 
“fucky fucky” received quite a solid 
reaction as MJ screamed at him un 
der a nearly full moon as we emerged 
from swimming late the first night 
Still, we were a little worried about 
the man, as he was never seen o; 
heard from again. 


This obsessively-focused colum 
could almost be called the Raymond 
Biesinger Report sometimes, but 
the unmatched, active little gumper 
has done it again. This time he's 


produced and packaged a cassette 


recording called 14 July, 2008 by the 
FAMINES. Strikingly, it’s accompa 
nied by a 268-page miniature bool 
of liner notes, same size as a tape in 
case, which is an interesting/lunatic 
view into Rain Man Biesinger's head 
Along with detailed contextual notes 
(including fingerprints) of everyone 
involved in the playing, recording 
and interviewing of the band for a 





ing around like a dead jellyfish and 
amounted ‘to basically Shakira, 
Cher, and alleged Earth human Cée- 
| line Dion. 





Cuba Music TV, apparently 
named in order to need no identify- 
ing details, was much more repre- 
sentative of what you'd hear on the 
streets. Namely, bizarre mashes of 

| American pop music where you'd 
have the sounds of goth and rap 


mixed with cowboy outfits Axl Rose 

| might possibly hamburger into when 
not forcing his latest guitarist to re- 

| produce an existing recording note 

| for note over painful months. 

Of course, the sweetest music of 


all was the impossibly diverse eco- 
system. Just sit on a bench or beach 
you'd see a new kind of bird every 


hour or so. Skinny black Greater 
Antillean Grackles were more 
common than magpies in Alberta, 
and, like crows, seemed to have a so- 
phisticated language including songs 
from other birds. Their sexy double 








story in Vue Weekly, Biesinger lays 
out his band budget down to the dol- 
lar and even what Edmonton's geo- 
graphical and economic stats entail 

Biesinger’s detractors could call it 
the most self-focused thing he's ever 
done, but it’s actually a brilliant mini 
art installation to place on the shelf 
beside his three other books. (You 
can pick up a copy at the release par- 
ty on May 7 at The Pawn Shop.) 


Please don’t forget about sorta 
SNFU’s free show in Megatunes 
basement Tuesday at 4 p.m. for 
about half an hour. I saw Chi Pig 
there when he was through. with 
wicked-ass SlaveCo and there wes 
barely room for him to spit in ovr 
faces. The thing you don’t want to 40 
is show up right at four, then get mad 
when you can’t get in. I mean, that'd 
be pretty punk rock of you and all 
but if you want to take it all the wa); 
you may as well wear a diaper and 
tell your dad he's “Hitler.” 
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| TANYA MORGAN BRIXX BAR & GRILL, 10030-102 ST. With 
| a ~ The Greater Good, DJ Shortee, DJ Twist. Doors 


LIVEMUSIC 
THURSDAY i 
































Doorsat 4 p.m. 

NEIL YOUNG REXALL PLACE, 7424-118 AVE. Doors at 8 p.m. 
Info: www.ticketmaster.ca. 

PARAMEDIC PAWN SHOP, 2ND FLOOR, 10551-82 AVE. CD 
release party with Five Alarm Funk. Doors at 8 p.m. 

RON TAYLOR VARSCONA SECOND CUP, 106 ST & WHYTE 
AVE Doors at 7 p.m. 


HIGHER LEVEL THURSDAYS LFVEL-2-LOUNGE, 11607 
SPER AVE. 

WIA FELLOW BUDDY’S PUB, 11725B JASPER AVE. 

PUNK RAWK BINGO NEW CITY, 10081 JASPER AVE. Doors 
apm. 

SIRE TEMPLE THURSDAYS TEMPLE 1030-102 ST. 
Doors at 9 p.m. 

URBAN SUBSTANCE THURSDAYS GINGUR SKY LOUNGE, 
SOSNB AVE. 


ONY 


ALLELSE FAILS JET NIGHTCLUB & SPORTS LOUNGE, 
477/36 AVE. With Brought To You By and Polar. Info: www. 
Finightclub.ca. 

ANNA BEAUMONT UNITARIAN CHURCH OF EDMONTON, 
10804-11° ST. Doors at 7:30 p.m. Tickets: 455-4961, 

IL APOCALYPSE AVENUE THEATRE, 9030-116 AVE. | 
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BEV SQUARE Doors at 7 p.m. 

DARRYL MATTHEWS STEEPS TEA LOUNGE, 12411 STONY 
PLAIN RO. Doors at 8:30 p.m. Info: 488-1505. 

DAVE CON BIEKER CARROT COMMUNITY ARTS COFFEE- 
HHOUSE, 9351-118 AVE. 

EQUATION STARLITE ROOM, 10030-102 ST. With Drakes’ 
ry and ET Quartet. Doors at 9 p.m. Tickets: $10, 
HINSON ANDREW TRIO YARDBIRD SUITE, #1, 
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SATUROAY 


ann, si lag See Wi | 100 MILE HOUSE HULBERT', 7601-115 ST. Doorsat 8pm. 
DEVIN PHILLIPS BAND URBAN LOUNGE, GANELIN TRIO PRIORITY YARDBIRD SUITE, #11, 
1564 WHYTE AVE TOMMY BANKS WAY Doors at 8 p.m. info: 
Pu-CLAIRE BARLOW ARDEN www yardbirdsuite com, 
THEATRE, #5 ST. ANNE ST, ST. ALBERT HOT PICK THEGET DOWN LRWUNG 
poosat 730 pm. S OO6I JASPER AVE. With Te Von 
THEFROLICS URBAN LOUNGE, Zippers and Battle Snakes. Doors 
10544 WHYTE AVE. oe on 
THE HANGOUTS LIKWID LOUNGE, : MELT MALONE AUSCAFe 10349 
enka 9pm. : peo Set KILLING CASUAL JET NIGHTCLUB 
SERINK TOUCH OF CLASS PAWN SH & SPORTS LOUNGE, 9221-34 AVE. 
GAMING ROOM, T1727 KINGSWAY AVE. _ With Dear (Your Name Here) and Ursa 
oors at 8 p.m. Miner. Info: www.jetnightclub.ca. 
USANICOLE GRACE BLUE CHAIR CAFE, 9624-76 AVE. LEONARD COHEN REXALL PLACE, 7424-118 AVE. 


Doors at 8 p.m. Tickets: www.ticketmaster.ca. 

MASTODON STARLITE ROOM, 1030-102 ST. With Intronaut 
and Kylesa. Doors at 7 p.m. 

TOM PHILLIPS AND THE MEN OF CONSTANT SORROW 
HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB, 15120A STONY PLAIN RD. CD release. 
UBIQUITOUS SYNERGY SEEKER PAWN SHOP. 2ND FLOOR, 
10551-82 AVE. With Screwtape Lewis. Doors at 8 p.m. 


DANCEHALL REGGAE NIGHT 180 DEGREES, 10730 
JO7THAVE. With Generation lIVEXX. Doors at 10 p.m. Info: 
414-0233. 

DJHOT PHILLY RED STAR, 10538 JASPER AVE. 

DJ SEXXXY BOOTS BAR, 10242-106 ST. 

DJ SHERI NEWCASTLE PUB AND GRILL, 6108-90 AVE. 
DIPLO EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE, 2556, 8882-170 ST. Doors 
at 9 p.m. Tickets: www.ticketmaster.ca. 

MENACE SESSIONS BLACK D0G FREEHOUSE, 10425 WHYTE 
AVE. 

OH SNAP BRIXX BAR & GRILL, 10030-102 ST. Doors at 9 p.m. 
Tickets: $5 at Door. 


SUNDAY 


BACH PROJECT ST. TIMOTHY'S ANGLICAN CHURCH, 8420- 
145 ST. Conducted by Jordan Van Biert. Doors at 8 p.m. 
BACH SUITE PROJECT CONVOCATION HALL, UNIVERSITY 
OF ALBERTA, 113 ST. & 91 AVE. With Josephine van Lier, 
CELTIC MUSIC SESSION DEVANEY'S IRISH PUB, 9013-88 
AVE. Hosted by Keri-Lynn Zwicker from 4-7 p.m. 

DON BERNER DUO BLUE PEAR, 10643-123 ST. 


| EAMON MCGRATH STARLITE ROOM, 10030-102 ST. With 
| Murder by Death. Doors at 8 p.m. 

| JAY ANTHONY WILLIS YARDBIRD SUITE, #11, TOMMY 

| BANKS WAY CD release party. Doors at 7:30 p.m. 


JESSE COOK ARDEN THEATRE, #5 ST. ANNE ST, ST. ALBERT 
Doors at 7:30 p.m. 


| MADCAPS BLUES ON WHYTE, 10329 WHYTE AVE, 

| MISHAPS ON THE ROCKS, 11740 JASPER AVE, 

|  PETRO POLUJIN TOUCH OF CLASS GAMING ROOM, 11727 
| KINGSWAY AVE. Doors at S p.m. 


REGGAE SUNDAYS HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB, 151204 STONY 
PLAIN RD. With Souljah Fyah. Doors at 9 p.m. 










| DJ RUDY ELECTRO BUDDY'S PUB, 117258 JASPER AVE. 
Tickets: $10 at door, | 


IMBURN HULBERT'S, 760-15 ST. Doorsat8 pm. MONDAY 
RANTUJA IKWID LOUNGE, 100B1JASPER AVE. With 
‘rect Thought and Hired Hands, Doors at 9 p.m. 
a THEKILLERS REXALL PLACE, 7424 IIGTH AVE. Doors at 
730p.m. 


OHBIJOU PAWN SHOP, 2ND FLOOR, 10551-82 AVE. 






ECTED FRIDAYS BANK ULTRA LOUNGE, 10765 JASPER 


DJ RUDY ELECTRO BUDDY'S PUB, 117258 JASPER AVE. 

ECLECTIC NONSENSE BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE, 10425 

WHYTEAVE. 

METAL MONDAYS L/KWID LOUNGE, 1008) JASPER AVE. 


TUESDAY 










Fue, Mistress Mangeldesh, and Bass Jun-Key Doors at 8 p.m. 
CLUB HALO LOUNGE, BSMT,, 10538 JASPER AVE. one ‘APRIL BRIXX BAR & GRILL, 10030-102 ST. Doors 
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ATMOSPHERE STARLITE ROOM, 10030-102 ST. With guests. 


FROM THE RIVER TO THE SEA FESTIVAL PLACE, 100 

FESTIVAL WAY. SHERWOOD PARK A collection of Canadian 

choral music. Info: www.festivalplace.ab.ca. 

JORMA KAUKONEN MCDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH, 10025- 

| 101ST. With Barry Mittethof. Doors at 6:45 p.m, Tickets: $40. 
Info: www.tixonthesquare.ca. 
SNFU NEW CITY, 1008] JASPER AVE. With E-Town Beatdown, 
Burn Hollywood Burn, and Better Off Dead. Doors at 9 p.m. 
WAYNE FESCHUK QUARTET YARDBIRD SUITE, #1), 
TOMMY BANKS WAY Doors at 8 p.m. Info: www.yardbird- 
suite.com. 


J ARROWCHASER BUDDY’S PUB, 117258 JASPER AVE. 


WEDNESDAY 


ZISLANDGIRLS WINSPEAR CENTRE, 9720-102 AVE. CD 
release. Doors at 8 p.m. Tickets: $20. Info: www.winspear- 
centre.com. 

BLOC PARTY SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE, 9797 JASPER 
AVE. With Hot Hot Heat. Doors at 7 p.m. Info: unionevents. 
| com. 

DAN SKAKUN TRIO COPPER POT, #101, 9707-110 
ST. 

DUFF ROBINSON DEVANEY'S IRISH 
PUB, 9013-88 AVE. 


BEAT PARTY WEDNESDAYS STOLL!'S 20, 10368 WHYTE 
| AVE 

GUEST DJ RED STAR, 10538 JASPER AVE. 

RETROACTIVE RADIO BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE, 10425 
WHYTE AVE. 

RUBBER BAND HULBERT'S, 7601-115 ST. Karaoke, singa- 

| long, dance, and comedy. 

WILD STYLE WEDNESDAYS BRIXX BAR & GRILL, 10030- 
102ST. 


ONGOING 





AEROMYTH RIVER CREE RESORT AND CASINO, WHITEMUD 
OR & WHITEMUD RD, ENOCH, APR 24-25 Aerosmith tribute. 

| Doors at7 p.m. 
ALFIE ZAPPACOSTA JEFFREY’S CAFE & WINE BAR, 9640- 
142 ST. APR 24-25 
AUNTIE KATE BLUES ON WHYTE, 10329 WHYTE AVE. TO 
APR25 
BOBBY AUSTIN SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB, 10012 101A AVE,, 
APR 28-MAY 2 
DERINA HARVEY ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL (7704-104 ST): 
APR 23-25; SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB (WEM), APR 28-MAY 2 
DON JOHNSON BLUES ON WHYTE, 10329 WHYTE AVE. TO 
APR 25 Info: www.bluesonwhyte.ca. 
DUELING PIANO SHOWS /VORY CLUB, 2940 CALGARY TR, 
Dueling piano shows every Thu 8 p.m., Fri & Sat 9 p.m. 
DWAYNE ALLEN SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB CAPILANO, TO 





DRUGS A PROBLEM? 


COCAINE ANONYMOUS CAN HELP! 
425-2715 * www.ca-northab.org 





10442 whyte ave 439.1273 






ll) CAMERA OBSCURA 


MY MAUDLIN CAREER 
| 


eras 


MYoozi kK 
www.blackbyrd.ca 








HOT PICK 


APR 24 
EXIT 303 ON THE ROCKS, 11740 JASPER AVE, APR 24-25 | 
GRAHAM LAWRENCE TOUCH OF (LASS GAMING ROOM, | 
TI727 KINGSWAY AVE, APR 24-25 Doors at 8 p.m. | 
HARDLINE BLUES BAND ENCORE CLUB. #116 957FIR ST, | 
APR 24-25 Doors at 81p.m. 
LYLE HOBBS ROSE & CROWN, #195, 10235-101 ST, APR 23-24 | 
| MUSTARD SMILE URBAN LOUNGE, 10544 WHYTEAVE, ~ 
APR 24-25 
STAN GALLANT SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB (WEM), TD APR 25 
| STEVE MARRINER BLUE CHAIR CAFE, 9624-76 AVE, APR 
“4B 
SUITE 33 YELLOWHEAD CASINO, 12464-153 ST, APR 24-25 
TODD REYNOLDS TOUCH OF CLASS GAMING ROOM, 11727 
| KINGSWAY AVE, APR 24-25 Doors at 8:30 p.m. 
TONY DIZON SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB, 10012-1014 AVE., 
| TOAPR25 
TOO SLIM AND THE TAILDRAGGERS BLUES ON WHYTE, 
ae WHYTE AVE. APR 27-MAY 2 


MUSIC 


atSpm. 
CROWN PUB 10709-109 ST. Doors at 2 p.m. 
LB'S PUB #110, 23 AKINS DR, ST. ALBERT Doors at 4:30 p.m. 


| MORANGO’S TEK CAFE 10//8-79 ST. Doors at 7 p.m. 


ORLANDO'S 2 PUB & GRILL 13509-127 ST. Doors at 3 p.m. 


bc) gin ay 
SUNDAY 
| DUSTER’S PUB 6402-118 AVE. 


EDDIE SHORTS 10713-124 ST, Doors at 9 p.m. 
HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 ST. Doors at 7:30 p.m. 
HULBERT'S 7601-115 ST. Doors at 7 p.m. 

LOOP LOUNGE 367 ST. ALBERT RD, ST. ALBERT Doors at 
3pm. 

NEWCASTLE PUB & GRILL 6108-90 AVE Doors at 3 p.m. 
O'BYRNE’S IRISH PUB 10616 WHYTE AVE. Doors at 9 p.m. 


MONDAY 
IVORY CLUB 2940 CALGARY TR. Doors at 8 p.m. 
ROSE BOWL 10]]/-117 ST. Doors at 9pm. 


| WUNDERBAR HOFBRAUHAUS 8120-10) ST. Doors at 


| OPEN STAGE 


THURSDAY 
COAST TO COAST PUB AND GRILL 552 | 


CALGARY TR. Doors at 7 p.m. 
DUSTER’S PUB 6402-118 AVE. Doors 


JAZZ & SHIRAZ WEDNESDAYS rita at9pm. | 
RED PIANO CAJUN BISTRO & DUEL- patie LB'S PUB #110, 23AKINSDR,ST. | 
| ING PIANO BAR, 1638 BOURBON The Get Down é ALBERT Doors at 9 p.m. 
STREET (WEM) Hosted by Dave rockers unvei = ; 

|. Babcockand His Jump Tio their Dirty Power EP. FRIDAY 
LYLE HOBBS RIVER CREE RESORT April 25 (Spm COASTTOCOASTPUBAND =| 
AND CASINO, WHITEMUD DR & LIKWID LOUNGE GRILL 552 CALGARY TR. Doors at 

| WHITEMUD RD, ENOCH Doors at7 p.m. Spm. 


t 

| SATURDAY 

| BLUES ON WHYTE 10329 WHYTE AVE. Doors at 4 p.m. 
CARROT ARTS COFFEE HOUSE 935/-118 AVE. Doors at 
7pm. 

| COAST TO COAST PUB AND GRILL 557 CALGARY Doors 





930 p.m. 


TUESDAY 


DRUID 1/606 JASPER AVE. Doors at 9 p.m 

LB"S PUB #110, 23 AKINS DR, ST. ALBERT Doors at 9 p.m. 
SIDELINER'S PUB //0)8-127 ST. Doors at 8 p.m. 
SPORTSMAN'S LOUNGE 8770-50 ST. Doors at 8 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY 

EDDIE SHORTS 10713-124 ST. Doors at 9 p.m. 

HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB 151204 STONY PLAIN RD. Doors at 
730 p.m. 

HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 ST. Doors at 7:30 p.m. 
LITTLE FLOWER OPEN STAGE 8906-99 ST. Doors at 8 
pm. 

PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY HALL 10860-57 AVE. 
Doors at 7:30 p.m. 


| SECOND CUP 12336-124 ST. Doors at 8 p.m. 















Celebrating 















Do you know 
who shines? 
















5 ‘years 


a volunteer 


Make sure you nominate them for the Direct Energy 
2009 Volunteer Citizen of the Year Award! 





2009 is the Sth anniversary of the Volunteer Citizen 
of the Year Award presented by Direct Energy and the 
Alberta Weekly Newspapers Association (AWNA). 


Open to residents of communities served by AWNA 
newspapers, the award will go to the nominee best 
exemplifying the volunteer spirit. Direct Energy will 
award the winner a $1,000 cash prize, and donate 
$5,000 to the winner's community organization/cause 
of choice. Hurry, nominations close May 18, 2009. 


























To submit your nomination, visit these websites: 


www.directenergy.com/vcoy 
Www.awna.com 












EW Direct 


MA Energy. 


Simple. Friendly. Direct. 
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MOVIE REVIEW - EXTREME ACTING « BY PAUL MATWYCHUK | 825 words 


Served For Detention 


HUNGER'S DEPICTION OF THE 
198] PROTESTS IN IRELAND'S 
THE MAZE PRISON IS AN ALL- 
OUT ASSAULT ON THE SENSES 





HUNGER 

Directed by Steve McQueen. Starring Michael Fassbender, 
Stuart Graham, Liam Cunningham. Opens Fri, Apr 24. 
wok at 





Hunger, the first feature film direct- 
ed by British visual artist Steve Mc- 
Queen, is extraordinarily alive to the 
senses. Most movies merely give you 
an idea of how things look; Hunger, 
on the other hand, conveys in vivid 
detail how its setting sounds, how it 
feels, and especially how it smells. 
You can practically feel the odors 
wafting off the celluloid and stinging 
your nostrils. If some movies are a 
feast for the senses, Hunger is like a 
dose of ipecac 

It’s set in the Maze prison outside 
Belfast in the early ’80s, in one of the 
crowded H-Blocks housing mem 
bers of the IRA. As the film opens, 
the prisoners are already deep into 
their so-called “dirty protest,” during 
which they refused to bathe, grew 
out their hair and beards, routinely 
dumped their ‘urine-filled chamber- 
pots into the corridor outside their 
cell doors, left their food to rot in the 
corner of their cells, and smeared 
(The 
prisoners were hoping to pressure 


their walls with excrement 


the British government into granting 
them political status. The difference 
was not merely a semantic distinc- 
tion between common criminals and 
political prisoners; political status 
would mean, among other privileges, 
that they would not have to wear uni- 
forms or do prison work.) 
McQueen's depiction of the in- 
mates’ self-imposed squalor is re- 
pellent and yet there’s a beauty to 


the images all the same — or, more 
precisely, there's the unmistakable 
sense that we're seeing these events 


‘through the eyes of an artist. Hun- 


ger’s story is told almost entirely 
through visual means — a long shot 
of a prison corridor as the rivulets of 
urine start flowing under the doors; 
long, slow pans across the cell wall, 
like an artist's canvas bearing its thick 
impasto of shit, a prisoner furtively 
masturbating under his blanket, long 
hours of monotony suddenly broken 
when the guards invade the cell block 


and haul off the prisoners for a vio- 


lent forced scrubbing. 

But McQueen provides an equally 
vivid portrait of the guards’ point 
of view. The film begins, in fact, 
with a long sequence showing guard 
Ray Lohan (Stuart Graham) having 
breakfast and driving to work. In a 
harrowing touch, he crouches down 
and checks underneath his car before 
he climbs in to start it — what must 
it be like to spend every day knowing 
there's a possibility that someone has 
hooked your ignition up to a bomb 
during the night? One of McQueen's 
most memorable recurring images 
is of Lohan taking a cigarette break, 
standing outside, leaning against 
prison wall in his dark pants and blue 
shirt, a column of sweat staining the 
middle of it, letting the snowflakes 
fall onto the back of his hand, sooth- 
ing his torn and bloody knuckles. 
Graham gets barely any dialogue at 
all, but his performance is an indel- 
ible portrait of a man performing a 
brutal job and suffering quiet but un- 
ending agony as a result. When Lo- 
han meets his shocking, brutal end, 
one wonders if it came as a relief. 

Hunger's approach to its material is 
similar to the one Steven Soderbergh 
used in Che — keep the exposition to 
a minimum, focus on the collective 


YOU CAN PRACTICALLY FEEL THE ODORS 
WAFTING OFF THE CELLULOID 


AND 








experience instead of the personal 
one, let the details and the images 
speak for themselves. But where 
Che struck me as an interesting but 
ultimately failed experiment, Hun- 
ger finds a way to tell the emotional 
story as well as’ the political one, to 
be cerebral as well as physical, to im- 
merse viewers in the filthy, mundane 
world but also show its characters 
transcending it. 

Ina way, Hunger's most remarkable 
performance may also be its greatest 
weakness. I’m talking about Michael 
Fassbender, who plays Bobby Sands, 
the IRA member whose 1981 hunger 
strike made headlines around the 
world. Fassbender shares the film’s 


Sands Through The Hourglass | Bobby Sands (Michael Fassbender) announces his intention to change his “no-wash" protest toa “no-eat” protest in Hunger, PHOTO COURTESY OF IFC FILMS 


only significant dialogue scene, an 
unbroken, 17-minute, single-take 
conversation with a priest in which 
Sands defends his plan to starve him- 
self; Fassbender also whittled him- 
self down to the point of anorexia 
in order to portray Sands in the days 
before his death. (In the ’80s, Robert 
De Niro’s weight gain for Raging Bull 
was considered the height of actorly 
commitment, but now we're living 
in a much more austere age — we're 
much more impressed in 2009 by 
displays of self-deprivation from the 
likes of Christian Bale or Michael 
Fassbender. ) 

Fassbender’s skeletal body, his grey 
skin covered in sores and lesions, 





looks truly horrifying ... but can this 
be called acting? In this final section 
of the film, it feels as though Mc 
Queen narrows his purpose to the 
immediate task of documenting the 
wasting away of Bobby Sands’ body 
No, not even Bobby Sands’ body - 
Fassbender's body. That extended 
dialogue scene is a feat of actorl) 
focus, I suppose — but for me, the 
use of a childhood incident to ex 
plain Sands’ motivations seemed like 
an unnecessary (and fairly banal) 
“Rosebud” moment to me, Of all the 
shocking, extraordinary events this 
movie covers, Sands’ childhood was 
the thing I was hungering the least to 
know about. 











Sadly, He Doesn't Play Twins In This One | But that small shortcoming is just about the only thing that keeps JCVD from being 





the ultimate Jean-Claude Van Damme movie. PHOTO COURTESY OF PEACE ARCH 
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DVD DICTATOR - THE MOVIES YOU MUST BUY THIS TUESDAY _ 





MUSCLES FROM BRUSSELS! ai 


CAST | Jean-Claude Van Damme, Francois 
Damiens, Zinedine Soualem, Karim Belkhadra 


Last week saw the DVD release of Mickey 
Rourke's The Wrestler, and now here comes 
its metafictional Belgian cousin. Jean-Claude 
Van Damme plays himself, an aging action | 
Star with increasingly limited career pros- 
pects, fighting unsuccessfully for custody of 
his child. And the bad luck doesn't stop, as 
Van Damme stumbles into a post office heist 
and is mistaken by the cops for the ring- 
leader. Van Damme's fourth-wall-breaking, 
soul-baring, seemingly ad-libbed third-act 
monologue is well worth the replay value. 





DEAD MAN FROM JAPAN! 


CAST | Tatsuya Fuji, Kazuko Yoshiyuki, Takahiro 
Tamura 


Japanese director Nagisa Oshima’s 1978 dra- 
ma is less well-known than its companion 
film, the 1976 S&M classic In the Realm of the 
Senses, but it tells an equally intense story of 
sexual passion and violence. It's set in 19th- 
century rural Japan, where a woman and her 
lover conspire to kill her husband — only to be 
tormented by the dead man's ghost. This Cri- 
terion edition of the film includes interviews 
with the cast and crew, and a new docurnen- 
tary putting the film's themes in context with 
Oshima’s life and remarkable filmography. 





MACABRE SCENES FROM SOUTH KOREANS! 


CAST | Emily Browning, Arielle Krebbel, 
Elizabeth Banks, David Strathairn 


Elizabeth Banks starred in seven movies ast 
year — most notably W, Role Models, and 
Zack and Miri Make a Porno — and someho" 
The Dictator still isn't sick of her. The Uninvit: 
ed was the last (and least) of those projects 
but at least this remake of the Korean hora! 
film A Tale of Two Sisters allows her to p!a) 
something more sinister than her usual 45° 
sortment of fresh-faced wives and girlfrien® 
— this time, she's a fresh-faced wife who’ 
possibly also a cold-blooded killer! Warniné 
may contain ridiculous plot twists. 
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Nv REVIEW - NEWSPAPERS! - BY PAUL MATWYCHUK 769 words 


Be cuhting For Duty 





JOURNALISTS GET A RARE 
CHANCE TO FEEL GOOD ABOUT 
THEIR PROFESSION WITH 
STATE OF PLAY 





STATE OF PLAY 

Directed by Kevin Macdonald. Starring Russell Crowe, Ben 
Affleck, Rachel McAdams, Helen Mirren, Robin Wright Penn. 
Now playing. 

SSO St aNe 





Cal McAffrey, the hero.of State of 
Play, is a veteran investigative re- 
porter for the Washington Globe, 
and it's hard to picture a character 
more flattering to journalists’ ideal- 
ized image of themselves. As played 
by Russell Crowe, he’s friends with 
every cop on the beat (even bringing 
them coffee in exchange for leads), 
but he’s also on intimate terms with 
influential politicians like rising con- 
gressional star Stephen Collins (Ben 
Affleck). When he walks into Ben's 
Chili Bowl on U Street, the guy be- 
hind the counter asks him if he wants 
the usual. He drinks his liquor out of 
Dixie cups. He drives a beat-to-shit 
Saab with a heap of fast-food wrap- 
pers and old notebooks tossed onto 
the back seat. He writes his stories 
on a 16-year-old computer and has 
nothing but disdain for Della Frye 
(Rachel McAdams), the pretty young 
blogger whose quick-hit style of jour- 
nalism is crowding out his old-school 
shoe-leather methods. He’s not much 
to look at, with his long, floppy hair, 
unironed shirts, and flabby gut — but 
.at’s the floppy hair of truth, thank 
you very much. And the flabby gut 
of integrity. 

State of Play is a boiled-down 
version of a six-hour:BBC minise- 
nes that aired in 2003. (The story 
‘nvolves a journalist investigating 
the death of a female congressional 





eomees ers. NOTHING BUT THE TRUTH, ANOTHER TALE OF JOURNALISTIC HEROISM, THIS ONE S 
__AS AREPORTER THROWN IN JAIL FOR REFUSING TO REVEAL A CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE, COMES 


Get Me Rewrite! | Russell Crowe pounds out another potential Pulitzer-winning exposé in State of Play. PHOTO COURTESY OF UNIVERSAL 


aide — an apparent suicide that turns 
out to be a murder connected to cor 

ruption and adultery in the highest 
corridors of power.) I’ve read a lot 
of reviews decrying all the cuts the 
American version made to the origi- 
nal story in order to fit it into a two- 
hour movie, but having watched the 
BBC version just last week, I didn't 
miss them. This isn’t Hamlet we're 
talking about here; this is really just a 
glorified airport novel, and losing all 
the soap-opera stuff about Cal’s love 
affair with the congressman's wife, 
quite frankly, works in the American 
version's favour. 

The big difference between the 
two versions is that the BBC State 
of Play is cast with actors while the 
American version is filled with mov- 
ie stars. Not that the American cast 
isn’t packed with talented perform- 
ers — the supporting players include 
Helen Mirren, Jason Bateman, Harry 
Lennix, Jeff Daniels, and in a single 
scene in the nothing role of a medical 
examiner, Oscar nominee Viola Da- 
vis — but there's still an air of beauti- 
fully photographed glamour hanging 
around all of them — even Cal’s clut- 
tered apartment is an amber-lit mas- 
terpiece of shabby chic. 

In the BBC version, on the other 
hand, the Russell Crowe part was 
played by Life on Mars’ John Simm, 
who lived in a featureless, generic 
apartment with zero cinemato- 
graphic appeal and whose shapeless, 
rumpled suits didn’t even register as 
an anti-fashion statement. But the 
humdrum visuals helped this over- 
heated plot feel grounded in reality 
— when the various figures betrayed 
each other, went to bed with each 
other, cried when the others died, it 
felt like there were consequences. In 
the American version, you experi- 
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PICTURES 


ence these moments more as “plot 
bombshells” and opportunities for 
the name-brand cast to emote. If 


there's a TV show the American 


State of Play reminds me of, it’s not | 


the BBC original, but the Showtime 
series Damages, which also consists 
of scene after scene of high-priced 
actors shouting at each other in of- 


fices and conference rooms. 


But I shouldn't be so disdainful | 


of State of Play, which has a sat 
isfyingly convoluted plot, but still 
makes time for charmers like Ra- 
chel McAdams and Jason Bateman 
to do their thing. (I love the moment 
where Bateman, playing a flashy PR 
flak, responds to Crowe's compli- 
ments about his car by asking, “And 
what do you keep in your garage?” 
“gay-rayge.”) It 
would have been nice, though, if Bill 


E pronouncing it 


Nighy could have been persuaded to | 


reprise his role as Cal's editor from 
the original — Mirren’s fine, but 
Nighy’s sly turn is a scene-stealer on 
the level of Jason Robards in All the 
President's Men. 

Indeed, State of Play palpably 
yearns for the bygone days of Wood- 
ward and Bernstein and All the 
President's Men, when journalists 
were plausible movie heroes instead 
of embattled victims. 
But those days are long gone, and 
it doesn’t help that, for all of State 
of Play’s hugger-mugger about cor- 
porate chicanery and the erosion of 


real-world 


civil liberties, the crime at its core 
turns out to be a whole lot less con- 
sequential than Watergate. The ideal 
audience for the film would appear to 
be newspaper reporters — and unfor- 
tunately for State of Play’s box-office 
prospects, there are fewer and few- 
er of those guys around with every 


passing day. 














ARRING KATE BECKINSALE 


on screen 
OUT ON DVD ON APRIL 28. SCIEEN 


Che [Part ONE] 
Nightly 


6:50em 


Sat - Sun 
matinees at 1:00pm 



















RATED 14A 


Che [rarttwo] 
Nightly 
9:20pm 


Sat - Sun 
richirioas at 3:30em 


a me RATED 14A 
GUENILLA 


UN (RM OF STERER SOOURMISON 


Welcome to the Sticks 


Nightly 
7:00pm & 9:10Pm 


Sat-S 
matinees: at 2:00pm 


RATED PG COARSE LANGUAGE 





Visit us online @ magictanterntheatres.ca 






THE BEST REVIEWED FILM OF THE YEAR! 


kkk 


(QUT OF F 


DISTURBING, PROVOCATIVE, BRILLIANT’ 


Rick Groen, THE GLOBE AND MAIL 


“A BRILLIANT WORK OF POWER, MATURITY AND 


VISION THAT SHOULD NOT BE MISSED. : 


“AWE-INSPIRING. EXTRAORDINARY. 
A tribute to human ingenuity.” 


THE VILLAGE VOjCE 


“AN ARTISTIC TRIUMPH.” 


DISCOVERY AWARD 


BEST FIRST Fil 


3y STEVE MCQUEEN 


naplepictures.com 


EXCLUSWE ENGAGEMENT STARTS FRIDAY! 
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MOVIE REVIEW - EXTREME ACTION - BY JAMES HAMILTON | 482 words 


Crank 2: Electric Boogaloo 


JASON STATHAM GETS AN 
ARTIFICIAL HEART AND ALOT 
OF OFFENSIVE JOKES IN THIS 
TEDIOUS SEQUEL 


CRANK: HIGH VOLTAGE 

Directed by Mark Neveldine and Brian Taylor. Starring Jason 
Stathain, Amy Smart, Dwight Yoakam. Now playing, 
kei 





When you were a kid, did you ever get 
invited over to a buddy's place to help 
him try out a brand new videogame? 
Usually that meant you just watched 
from the sidelines as the Nintendo's 
owner lost life after life, Well, Crank: 
High Voltage is a lot like that. Sure, it 
might be kind of neat to begin with, 
but after a while you're left asking, 
“When do I get my chance to have 
any fun?” 

Picking up right where 2006's 
Crank left off, Crank: High Volt- 
age finds gun for hire Chev Chelios 
(Jason Statham) surviving a 1,000- 
foot fall from a helicopter only to be 
spirited away by mysterious Chinese 
mobsters. Three months later, Chev 
wakes up to find his apparently inde- 
structible heart has been surgically 
replaced with a battery-operated ar- 
tificial ticker that requires regular re- 
charges to work. Turning to his trust- 
ed doctor (Dwight Yoakam) and his 
trashy girlfriend (Amy Smart) for 


g 


help, Chev races to get his real heart 
back, vowing to wreak vengeance on 
those stupid enough to take it 

Crank: High Tension, at its own 
“heart,” is pretty easy to nail down. 
Its a series of epileptically shot ac- 
tion sequences, interspersed with 
incredibly offensive jokes that go 
out of their way to insult all ethnici- 
ties, genders, sexual orientations, 
and physical disabilities. It does not 
discriminate in its supposedly shock- 
ing (truly, no pun intended) humour, 
nor does it come up with much that’s 


funny, It’s like being trapped in a cor- 
ner at a family function, listening to 
your abusive, alcoholic Uncle Ray 
reciting his favourite racist/sexist 
jokes — for 90 minutes! 

Jason Statham attempts to win us 
over with his thuggish charm, but 
the act started to wear thin some- 
where near the end of the first 
Crank. Although I’m a fan of most of 
his other work (the fantastically fre- 
netic Transporter series, The Bank 
Job), and I'll never get tired of seeing 
a short bald man kick anyone's ass, 


but here the novelty is wasted on a 
humourless script and hiccupy cam- 
erawork guaranteed to send waves of 
motion sickness coursing through 
the audience's collective stomach. 

There is a pony to be found in this 
pile of shit, however: Dwight Yoakam 
as Chev’s unflappable private physi- 
cian Doc Mills, is the film’s one high- 
light (and the sole reason this movie 
gets any stars at all). His laid-back 
incredulity is used mostly for need- 
less exposition, but he’s a hoot every 
time he appears. 


Crank: High Voltage is a mean- 
spirited, panic attack-inducing mess. 
I’m sure’ that in just a couple sum- 
mers, they'll figure out a way to bring 
back the unkillable Chev, maybe 
with his mind trapped in the body of 
a sea turtle or goldfish: “YOU MUST 
STAY UNDERWATER, CHEV, OR 
YOU'LL DIE! Oh, by the way, aren't 
Mexicans lazy, and wheelchairs re- 
tarded?” I can see the poster now: 
Crank: Deep Sixed. But it's this fran- 
chise that needs to be buried and 


forgotten 





Battery Will Get You Nowhere 


[Jason Statham and the script for Crank High Voltage turn out to be equally heartless. PHOTO 
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50% Off Africa Tours! 


Save up to $1600 with Acacia until April 30 


Buy any Acacia Overland Tour departing by May 31/09 
and get a whopping 50% off the land price! 


Leaving after May 31? Get 15% off Overland Tours and 
select Small Group Safaris departing by December 31/09. 


SB EDMONTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
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TAKE THAT, SLAWOJ Z1Z1 


it IVAN THE TERRIBLE, BIZARRELY, WAS ONE OF THE FILMS INCLUDED IN HARRY AND MICHAEL MEDVED'S BOOK THE FIFTY WORST FILMS OF On SC reen 


___ ALL TIME... ALONG WITH OTHER CRITICS’ FAVES LIKE LAST YEAR AT MARIENBAD AND BRING ME THE HEAD OF ALFREDO GARCIA 








MOVIE REVIEW - SO 


STALINIST PROPAGANDIZING 
BE DAMNED: EISENSTEIN'S 
EPIC IVAN THE TERRIBLE 
DESERVES YOUR RESPECT 





IVAN THE TERRIBLE, PARTS | & Il 

Directed by Sergei Eisenstein, Starring Nikolai Cherkasov, 
Serafima Birman, Mikhail Nazvanov. Metro Cinema (Zeidler 
Hall, The Citadel). Fri-Mon, Apr 24-27. 

Kk kK 





Halfway through watching Sergei 
€isenstein'’s two-part historical epic 
Ivan the Terrible, | decided to poke 
around the I nternet and see what 
kind of reputation it has today, more 
than a half-century later, I knew go- 
ing in that Eisenstein was the most 
prestigious filmmaker in Stalin's 
US.S.R., and that Ivan is consistent- 
ly held up alongside 1925's Battleship 
Potemkin as his very best work. I also 
knew that it bears high praise from 
film historian David- Bordwell and 
Slovenian philosopher Slavoj Zizek, 
the latter of whom named it one of 
the three best films of all time. 

Then came the Internet Movie 
Database like a bucket of semi-cold 
water. Not only is Ivan the Terrible 
missing from the IMDb’s top 250 
films list, but IMDb readers collec- 
tively awarded it a paltry 7.7 stars out 
of 10. (I assumed this was a film you 
gave top marks to, out of sheer re- 
spect.) The answer to its FAQ ques- 
tion, “Have critics. praised this film 
unanimously?” isa blunt “No,” fol- 
lowed by a list of quotes from nega- 
tive, often scathing reviews to back it 
up. Rounding out the FAQ is a quote 
from €isenstein himself, musing 
that he should have died immedi- 
ately after making Battleship Potem- 
kin — “I’ve made a mess of my own 
biography!” 

Harsh. But having now seen the 
film in its three-hour entirety, I can 


say that it’s all a bit too harsh. Cer- | 


tainly, the plot in Part I can be opaque 
\o the point of impenetrability. Some 
of the acting is overwrought and 
melodramatic too,even for the 
1940s. That goes double for the fa- 
cial expressions. Yet as a historical 
document — of both filmmaking un- 
der Stalin and the Russia of the 16th 
century — it's a fascinating thing, and 
captivatingly beautiful as only these 
old films can be. Eisenstein moves at 
a slow, magisterial pace, overloading 
every shot with ominous detail: the 
freakishly long shadows everyone 
casts; the gnarled, too-low architec- 
ure that makes the meddling aristo- 
‘rats move like hunchbacks; or the 
way he lights people from below, so 
‘veryone looks like they’re telling 
ghost stories around a campfire. 

Part l covers a huge stretch in Ivan’s 
‘eign, beginning with his controver- 
Sial coronation as czar of all Russia. 
He vows to unite the country behind 
him, purge it of its negative forces 


(cue grumbling from the boyars, the ipusures car Loca and shomimes \/ 
‘Senda | the front | music| on screen [arts | sex classifieds | the back , edmonton - see magazine - April 23-April 29, 2009-23. 


CINEMA : BY MICHAEL HINGSTON (664 words 


All This, And Ivan Too 





Hunger (G) 
Nightly 
7:00 & 9:00Pm 


Sat- Sun 


matinees at 2:00pm 


RATED 18A nudity & 
disturbing content 





visit us online at 


magiclanterntheaires.ca 


CARNEAU 
8712 - 109 Street - 433-0728 





The Terrible Twos | Metro Cinema screens both parts of Sergei Eisenstein’s Ivan the Terrible this weekend, PHOTO SUPPLIED 


heavily. bearded aristocrats whose  nipulation and holding onto his pow- 
power Ivan severely cuts back), and er, that Stalin abruptly decided he | 
reclaim the territory that's been slow- didn’t much like the film's political | 
ly taken from it. From there he gets _ parallels anymore; as a result, Part II 


married, invades the city of Kazan, wasn’t released until after his death a | 
and falls deathly ill back at home — _ decade later. (By this time Eisenstein 
all within the first hour was also dead, and his planned third 


By the second part, Ivan has de- _ instalment was never finished.) 3 é CHANNING TERRENCE 
clared an all-out battle against the More importantly, though, is if TATUM HOWARD 


boyars, and the rapid-fire plot slows that it’s fun propaganda. Eisenstein 


right down as the increasingly weary doesn't beat the Soviet allusions to 
czar fends off an assassination plot death, and there are clear nods to 
and tries to determine who in his in- _ more cerebral things like Julius Cae- 
ner circle, including the rest of the sar, and especially Hamlet in Part II, 
royal family, he can really trust. thrown in for good measure. Nikolai 

Make no mistake about it: this is | Cherkasov does good work ground- 


all clearly set up as a Stalinist propa-~ __ing the whole thing as the paranoid, 
ganda film. Ivan is a strong, fearless _ perpetually bug-eyed Ivan, with long 
leader bent on modernizing Russia ratty hair and a beard that’s pointy 
and making it a world power to be _ beyond belief. 

reckoned with — sound familiar? Not And I promise that you won't come 
coincidentally, it's when things get out of it feeling any more sympa- 
morally interesting in Part II, when _ thetic to Stalin — what more do you 
Ivan grows more obsessed with ma- want? | 
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MOVIE REVIEW - GIALLO! - BY PAUL MATWYCHUK | 574 words 


Hands On Buzzers 








SUPPLIED 


DARIO ARGENTO’S GOOFY 
BUT ULTRA-STYLISH FOUR 
FLIES ON GREY VELVET 
FINALLY LANDS ON DVD 





FOUR FLIES ON GREY VELVET 
Directed by Dario Argento. Starring Michael Brandon, Mimsy 
Farmer, Jean-Pierre Marielle. Now on DVD. 


Ke kr 





If you want to see a thriller this 
weekend, your pickings are far from 
thrilling — you're either settling for 
the campy Fatal Attraction knockoff 
Obsessed or you're getting brutal- 
ized by the misanthropic, frenetical- 
ly edited Crank: High Voltage. Which 


| makes the long-awaited DVD release 
| of Dario Argento's 1971 thriller Four 
| Flies on Grey Velvet all the more 





welcome a treat: it’s stylish, scary, 
and cheerfully self-mocking, and 
while nobody tries restarting their 
heart with a taser like Jason Statham 


| does in Crank, some scientists do 
| perform a crazy experiment with a 
corpse's eyeball. 


It’s a transitional film for Argento. 
Four Flies is clearly a “giallo” — part 
of a spate of stylish suspense films 
that came out of Italy in the ‘60s 
and '70s. After this one, however, 
Argento stopped making giallos and 
started making, well, “Dario Argento 
movies” — movies like Deep Red and 
Suspiria, in which plot and character 
take a backseat to Argento's flam- 
boyant camerawork, his operatically 
staged death scenes, and the over- 
powering soundtrack music from the 
jazz-rock band Goblin. 

In fact, Roberto, the hero of Four 


| Flies, is a drummer for a jazz-rock 


combo with a decidedly Goblin- 
esque sound — the wonderful open- 


| ing sequence takes place during a 


band rehearsal. (Hilariously, Ar- 
gento even shoots part of the scene 
with his camera inside one of the 
musicians’ guitars.) As Roberto 
drums away, a mosquito starts buzz- 
ing around his head; it lands on his 
drum, but flies away before Roberto 
can succumb to the urge to smack it 
with a drumstick. Unluckily, though, 
it lands on the lower cymbal of his 


Heavy-Handed Cymbals | Michael Brandon doesn’t need a swatter to kill 


pesky insects in Four Flies on Grey Velvet. PHOTO 


high-hat, where Roberto takes great 
delight in squishing it. The sequence 
doesn’t add a thing to the plot, but 
its breezy humour sure does wir 
you over — and encourages you not 
to take anything that happens next 
too seriously. Not even the scene 
where Roberto accidentally kills a 
man, and is then hounded by the 
masked psychopath who witnessed 
the crime. 

The charm of Four Flies isn't its 
plot, but the odd characters hang 
ing out on the film’s periphery. | 
especially liked Roberto’s excursion 
to a country cottage to solicit advic 
on dealing with his psychopath 
blackmail problem from a friend, a 
self-styled philosopher bum named 
Godfrey, or “God” for short. There's 
a scene set at some kind of avant 
garde coffin show, and a racy joke 
about Frankenstein's monster rap- 
ing his creator and then going on 
a rampage across the countryside 
There’s a policeman who tells Ro 
berto that the last thing a person 
sees remains imprinted on their cor 
nea for a few hours after they die - 
and who hooks up a murder victims 
eyeball to a futuristic laser machine 
in hopes of finding a clue to the 
killer's identity. 

Basically, it feels like Argento threw 
every goofy idea that happened to 
cross his mind into this movie. The 
film’s best character, in fact, seems 
at first like the least promising one 
a gay, literally limp-wristed private 
detective whom Roberto hires when | 
the killer’s threats turn violent. Ar 
rioso tells Roberto that he’s worked 
more than 80 cases over the courst | 
of his career as a detective, and that 
he hasn't solved a single one of them 
— but to his mind, that’s a point " 
his favour. A streak that amazing 
can't go on forever; after all, its 
only logical. 

Argento eventually kills Arrios? 
off, but he gives him a beautiful 
sendoff — when Arrioso sees th! 
the person who's killed him was hi 
number-one suspect, he dies with 4 
smile on his face, having successful!) 
closed a case at last. 
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ALUCRATIVE WELCOME WELCOME TO THE STICKS GROSSED AN ASTONISHING 
OF AN AMERICAN MOVIE GROSSING $965 MILLION DOT 












WELCOME TO THE STICKS 
WAS A SMASH HIT IN FRANCE, 
BUT IN CANADA IT’S MERELY 
PERPLEXING 










WELCOME TO THE STICKS 

Directed by Dany Boon. Starring Kad Merad, Dany Boon, 
Anne Marivin, Zoé Félix. Opens Fri, Apr 10. 

Kat ere 




































of goofy local stereotypes and ref- 
erences, it would best be viewed by 
someone who could recognize if that 
humour works or not. 

However, even with my limited 
French, I notice that what is most 
notably, ahem, lost in translation is 
the title itself; Welcome to the Sticks 
stands in for Bienvenue Chez les 
Ch'tis. In North America we often 
think of “the sticks” as referring to 
a sparsely populated wooded area, 
whereas the French use “Ch'tis” 





ONLINE MOVIES + THIRSTY!) 438 words 


(3 


FREEDOM OF CHOICE 6.H. LEWMER 
A PALESTINIAN FAMILY AT- 



























With the recent release of Ari Fol- 
magnificent Waltz With 
Bashir and the surprising interna- 
tonal success of the heartwearming 
The Band’s Visit, Israeli film has had 


i unexpected renaissance on the 
ternational stage (unexpected in 
hat Israel has never been known or 
®cognized as a hotbed of cinema). 
hen investigating Palestinian film, 
's safe to say there has never even 
©n a stage, let alone the physical 
Cols to build one, for its cinema to 


How do you say “Don't take my word 
for it” in French? I ask only because 
as much as Welcome to the Sticks 
didn’t particularly amuse me, I've 
never been to France. Considering 
that the film’s goal is to dispel the 
notion that the country’s northern 
region is inhabitable through a series 






MOVIE REVIEW - JUSTE POUR RIRE- BY WARREN HAAS | 488 words 


Fifty Million Frenchmen Might Be Wrong 


to describe the supposedly pecu- 
liar residents of northern France 
This discrepancy sums up the con- 
textual problem of Welcome to the 
Sticks: it simply wasn’t made for us 
anglophones. 

The plot has the basic structure of 
an extended sitcom episode; Philippe 
Abrams (Kad Merad) applies for a 
job transfer to the beautiful South 
of France, but is rejected after get- 
ting caught pretending to be handi- 
capped in hopes of increasing his 
chances. He is then ordered to spend 
two years as the manager of a post 
office in the northern town of Ber- 
gues, a punishment that is repeat 
edly referred to as a prison sentence 
worse than being fired. Abrams very 
reluctantly accepts, leaving his wife 
and son behind, and arrives expect- 
ing the worst. The rest of the movie 
proceeds more or less as follows 
Abrams gets a bad first impression 
of Bergues, then starts to like it, 
and eventually learns to love it. The 
North really isn’t as bad as everyone 
thinks, you see, it's simply amusingly 
misunderstood. 

Welcome to the Sticks is one of 
those charming comedies that par- 


leased in any format this side of the 
pond 

Tawfik Abu Wael’s Atash (the 
title literally translates as Thirst) 
is a prime example of a great film 
gone missing. Winner of the 2004 
Cannes Film Festival International 
Critics Award (one of the most pres- 
tigious awards in world cinema), 
Atash performed its dutiful rounds 
film festivals in 
2004 then quickly disappeared into 
the netherworld of unjustly forgot- 
ten films (taking its place alongside 
too many other titles to mention). A 
film that is in no way overtly “politi- 
cal” except in its artistry and subtext, 
Atash deserved a far greater fate than 
this. 


at international 


WATCH ATASH ONLINE 
AT VIDEO.GOOGLE.CA. 


Set in a long-forgotten rural Pales- 
tinian village, Atash follows a family 
(played mostly by first-time actors) 
through a series of episodic vignettes 
as they attempt to steer fresh run- 
ning water into their village, hoping 
to guarantee a stable, prosperous 
foundation for their future. But their 
efforts are hampered by the hard- 
ships that circumstance, lineage, and 
society throw at any marginal group 
or individual. 

Writer/director Tawfik Abu Wael 


ents love because all of the jokes 
are “so true” and the story is “so 
sweet,” except here, it's only franco- 
phone parents who understand the 
humour. The fact that it is France’s 
top-grossing film of all time sug- 
gests to me that it is their version of 
Meet the Fockers — considering that 


most of the jokes consist of 


exploit 
ing the accents and eccentricities of 
the Bergues locals, that comparison 
seems fitting 

1 must acknowledge the possibility 
that I’m not giving the film enough 
credit: the actors are quite capable 
and the production values are high 
It's just impossible to tell if this mov- 
ie is as groundbreaking as its ticket 
sales suggest. Consider the director, 
Dany Boon, who also co-writes and 
stars as a hapless local; maybe his 
insights into France's culture are so 
cutting that he’s a comedy genius on 
par with our Woody Allen. Or per- 
haps he’s transforming the genre a 
la Judd Apatow. Then again, there's 
always the chance that he is overtak- 
ing the box office in the same inex- 
plicable way Tyler Perry does 

We Canadians may never know. 
C'est la vie 





see You Later, Irrigator 


; | 
gives the film a beautiful, mysterious 


texture that will haunt you for days. 
Atash is more about patriarchal pa- 
ralysis and the effects of lifetimes 
of a divide-and-conquer policy than 
anything else; Wael never lets you 
forget the underlying class war that 
shapes all his characters’ actions and 
limits all their choices. 

Wael makes particularly sophis- 
ticated use of lateral tracking shots 
across the bleak landscape that are 
not only luxuriously beautiful but 
which also evoke the repressive na- 
ture of this world in an unexpect- 
edly soft and nurturing manner. 
These people care and love for each 
other, and it’s heartbreaking to see 
how people can be the cause of their 


—— eee 


ee roan 


own destruction. It’s equally extraor- 
dinary to see Wael present these 
very difficult and complex themes 
within a straightforward, accessible 
narrative. 

But thanks to the unmerciful lack 
of vision that is a hallmark of cultur- 
al film financing, Tawfik Abu Wael 
has yet to be allowed an opportunity 
to make a follow-up to this fantastic 


first effort. It would be a tragedy if | 
ss to ari 
ar 


potential this great were 
wither and die. 


$193 MILLION (U.S,) IN FRANCE ALONE. THAT WOULD BE THE EQUIVALENT 3 
MESTICALLY. (TITANICS AMERICAN BOX OFFICE TAKE. BY COMPARISON, WAS MERELY $00 MILLION.) 7a” 
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It's Jerry Lewis Alt Over Again | The French found Kad Merad and Dany Boon hilarious in Welcome to the Sticks; our Canadian 
feviewer, not so much. PHOTO COURTESY OF LINK PRODUCTIONS. 








Earn a Living 
While You Earn a Degree 


Now, you can work toward your Management degree 
and keep your day job too! 


Through evening and weekend programs at our Edmonton and Calgary campuses, 
you can earn a recognized Bachelor of Management degree even as you hold a 
full-time job...an opportunity that makes the U of L an attractive choice. 





Study full-time or part-time 
* Starting in fall 2009, you can complete the full 4-year BMgt degree in 
Edmonton or Calgary 


* If you have a business diploma, you can complete your BMgt in as 
little as 2 years 
* If you have a non-business diploma, contact us to customize your degree 


* Choose from the majors employers demand: Accounting, Finance, Human 
Resource Management, Marketing, General Management, Intemational 
Management . 


* Enrich your future prospects with our intemational, work/study abroad, 
and co-op programs 7 d ? 
* Learn from industry leaders and PhD-qualified specialists 
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MOVIE GUIDE WHAT'S PLAYING IN THE THEATRES 











Workshop West Theatre | 2008-2009 Season 


www.workshopwest.org 


April 24-May3 / 


Performed at La Cité Francophone 
8627 - 91 Street, Edmonton 


Preview April 23, 2009 


All shows at 7:30pm 


except Sunday Matinees at 2:00pm 
y f 


Tickets available at 
TIX on the Square 


www.tixonthesquare.ca 


780-420-1757 
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Sandra M. Nicholls 


Brian Dooley 
Tracey Po 


DIRECTOR 
Michael Clark 


LIGHTING DESIGN 
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@itiénton See CHV 


David Fraser 








OPENING THIS WEEK 


CLOAK AND DAGGER 

Gary Cooper, Lilli Palmer, and Robert Alda 
star in M director Fritz Lang's 1946 WWII es- 
pionage thriller about an American scientist 
who goes undercover to rescue a colleague 
being held captive by the Nazis. Royal Alberta 
Museum: Mon, Apr 27 (8pm) 


FIGHTING 

Channing Tatum, Terrence Howard, and Luis 
Guzman star in A Guide to Recognizing Your 
Saints director Dito Montiel's action film 
about a young petty criminal who is recruited 
into the lucrative but dangeorus world of il- 
legal street fighting. 


HUNGER 

Michael Fassbender, Liam Cunningham, and 
Stuart Graham star in director Steve Mc- 
Queen's harrowing account of the 1981 pro- 
tests staged by IRA members within North- 
ern Ireland's Maze prison, focusing on Bobby 
Sands’ headline-grabbing (and ultimately 
fatal) hunger strike. 


IVAN THE TERRIBLE (PARTS | & Il) 

Nikolai Cherkasov, Lyudmila Tselikovskaya, 
and Serafima Berman star in Battleship 
Potemkin director Sergei Eisenstein's epic 
1944 biopic of the 16th-century Russian czar, 
beginning with his coronation and ending 
with his victory over an assassination plot. In 
Russian with English subtitles. Metro Cinema: 
Fri-Mon, Apr 24-27 (7pm) 


OBSESSED 

Beyonce Knowles, Idris Elba, and Ali Larter 
star in director Steve Shill's Fatal Attraction- 
esque thriller about a successful business- 
man whose job and marriage are threatened 
when a beautiful but insane office temp falls 
in love with him. 


| THESOLOIST 





Jamie Foxx, Robert Downey Jr, and Cath- 
erine Keener star in Atonement director Joe 
Wright's drama, based on Los Angeles Times 
columnist Steve Lopez's memoir about his 
relationship with Nathaniel Ayers, a home- 


| less man whose schizophrenia masks his bril- 


liant musical gifts. 


WELCOME TO THE STICKS 

Kad Merad, Dany Boon (who also directed 
and co-wrote), and Zoe Félix star in this 
French culture-clash comedy about a postal 
inspector whose bosses punish him by reas- 
signing him to the cold, remote, redneck town 
of Bergues. In French with English subtitles. 


ALSO PLAYING 


T/AGAIN 

Disney attempts to revive the venerable 
body-switch comedies of the '80s, this time 
with Zac Efron playing the rejuvenated hero. 
He’s not bad, but the sitcommy jokes about 
out-of-touch adults drag the picture down. 
kk ry 


ADVENTURELAND 

Greg Mottola’s comedy-drama about a 
young man who gets a summer job working 
the game booths at a down-market Pitts- 
burgh amusement park doesn't just nail its 


1987 setting: it gets every detail of youthfy| 
ennui and awkward romance right as well 
kok tI 


CHE: PART ONE 
Steven Soderbergh’s massive bio of revolu- 
tionary icon Ernesto “Che” Guevara is stag 


geringly ambitious and intelligent, but per. | 


haps a little too emotionally remote for jts 
own good. But perhaps he's just waiting fo; 
the end of Part Two to deliver the payoff. 
wk ky 


CHE: PART TWO 

Diminishing returns. The second half of Ste- 
ven Soderbergh's experimental biopic has 
a fare sense of place and a welcome inte! 
lectual rigour, but a movie that keeps you at 
arm's length from Its only important charac 
ter for four and a half hours eventually wears 
you out. 

Ka 


EARTH 

A nature documentary co-narrated by Jean- 
Luc Picard and Darth Vader? Count us in! 
kkk rr 


FAST & FURIOUS 

The cast of the original The Fast and the 
Furious returns to the franchise for a victory 
lap — and sadly, the film is just as routine an 
exercise, 

kk wy 


HANNAH MONTANA: THE MOVIE 

Contrary to the subtitle, this isn't a movie; it’s 
a brand extension. Hopefully its young audi 
ence will grow out of it soon. 

bo akeXere 


ILOVE YOU, MAN 

Damn, that Paul Rudd is one likable 
sonuvabitch. So is this charming little buddy 
movie he stars in with Jason Segel. But you 
might want te save your pennies for Adven 
tureland instead. 

kkk ee 


MONSTERS VS. ALIENS 

This amiable spoof of '50s sci-fi — complete 
with a blob, an alien invader, and a 50-foot 
woman — has an expensive look and an ever 
bigger-budgeted voice cast, but the stay) 
and the jokes lack that extra spark of mad: 
scientist invention that could have pushed it 
over the top. 

ket 


OBSERVE AND REPORT 

Jody Hill's mall-cop comedy seems a littl 
bit nuts from the very first scene, and it just 
gets more and more insane from there. Seth 
Rogen may not seem like a confrontational 
comedian, but between this and Knocked Up. 
he's made the two most discussion-worth) 
comedies of the last five years. 

tok bok 


SUNSHINE CLEANING 

Squabbling sisters start up a crime-sce”® 
cleanup business? The premise sounds sti 
flingly quirky, but the ace cast — led by Am) 
Adams, Emily Blunt, and Alan Arkin — kee? 
the bloodspattered proceedings grounded! 
reality. 

wok ky 
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STATHINOUR CORNER OUR LIST OF THE TOP FIVE JASON STATHAM MOVIES: (5) DEATH RACE (GUILTY PLEASURE); (4) SNATCH; 





BEYOND THE BLURBS - ALTERNATIVE CRITICS HAVE THEIR SAY 








Top Chev | Critics are divided on whether Crank 2's rampant 
misanthropy undercuts Jason Statham’'s inherent awesome- 
ness or enhances it. PHOTO COURTESY OF LIONSGATE 


SHOWTIMES APRI 


8712-109 STREET © 433-0728 





HUNGER 
Sot & Sun matinees 2:00. Nudity, disturbing content, 


10857 -B2AVENUE ® 4330728 
CHE PART 1 

Nightly 6:50; Sot & Sun matinees 1:00. 

CHE PART 2 

Nightly 9:20; Sat & Sun matinees 3:30. 

WELCOME TO THE STICKS 

Nightly 7:00, 9:10; Sot & Sun motinees 2:00. Coorse languoge. 


PARKLAND 


130 Century Crossing, Spruce Grove © 962-2332 _ 
THE SOLOIST 
Nightly 7:00, 9:15; matinees Fri Sat Sun & Tues 1:00, 3:15; iti 
Mommies Tues 1:00. Disturbing content, coarse language, not 
ecommended for young children. + 
FIGHTING 
Nightly 7:10, 9:20; matinees Fri Sot Sun & Tues 7 10, 3:20, 
OBSESSED 
Nightly 7:15, 9:25; motinees Fri Sat Sun & Tues 1:15, 3:25. 
MONSTERS VS. ALIENS 
ates Fri Sot Sun & Tues 12:50, 3:00. 
FAST & FURIOUS 
Nightly 6:50, 9:00. 
17 AGAIN 
Nightly 6:45, 9:05; matinees Fri Sat Sun & Tues 12:45, 3:05. 
Crude content. 
HANNAH MONTANA: THE MOVIE 
Nightty 6:55, 9:10; motinees Fri Sat Sun & Tues 12:55, 3:10. 
STATE OF PLAY 
Nightly 7:05, 9:30; matinees Fri Sot Sun & Tues 1:05, 3:30. 





























9828-1014 AVENUE (ZEIDLER HALL, CITADEL THEATRE) © 425-9212 “i 
FAVA VIDEO KITCHEN SCREENING 
Thurs 7:00, 
IVAN THE TERRIBLE, PARTS | & I 
Fretton 7:00. 


VUMFE THE BEST OF THE FEST TOUR 2009 
Thors 8:00, 











GRANDIN THEATRE 


GRANDIN MALL, SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL AVE, ST. ALBERT © 458:9822 
FAST & FURIOUS AA 
Daily 1:20, 3:20, 5:20, 7:20, 9:20. 4 

| LOVE YOU MAN PG 
Daly 1:10, 3:10, 5:10, 7:10, 9:10. 

MONSTERS VS. ALIENS 6 
Daily 12:30, 2:20, 410, 6:00, 7:45, 9:25. 

17 AGAIN 

Daly 1:15, 3:15, 5:15, 7:15, 9:15, No posses 

HANNA MONTANA: THE MOVIE 

Daly 1:00, 3:00, 5:00, 7:00, 8:55. 




















MONSTERS VS. ALIENS 
Daily 12:00, 2:00, 4:00, 5:45, 7:40, 9:25. 





HANNAH MONTANA: THE MOVIE 
Daly 1:00, 3:00, 5:00, 7:00, 8:55, No passes. 


4702-50 St. Leduc © 986-2728 





STATE OF PLAY 
Nightly 6:55, 49:35; Sot & Sun motinees Sot & Sun 12:55, 3:35. 
Vien, guage may ofend, ‘ot recommended for children. 


14A 





HANNAH MONTANA: THE MOVIE 
Nighy 7:00, 9:25; Sot & Sun matinees 1:00, 3:25, 





17 AGAIN 
Nightly 7:10, 9:25; Sot & Sun matinees 1:10, 3:20. 





THIS WEEK: JASON STATHAM 
IN CRANK: HIGH VOLTAGE: 1S HE 
THE POLITICALLY INCORRECT 
BUSTER KEATON? 


Jody Rosen, Slate | “The spectacle of Jason 
Statham sprinting through the sun-strafed 
LA, streets wearing only a hospital gown, 
socks, and sneakers brings to mind not just 
Chan but the breakneck antics of Buster 
Keaton and Harold Lloyd.... Statham revels 
in the artifice and absurdity of an art form 
that suspends all physical and metaphysi- 
cal laws, that shows us a man driving his car 
into a lake and, minutes later, shows us the 
same man, careening across dry land in the 
same car, in a suit as crisply pressed as it was 
before man, car, and couture got dunked. Call 


FIGHTING 14a 
Nightly 7:05, 9:30; Sat & Sun matinees 1:05, 3:30. + 

X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE stc 
Midnight Thurs 


3 3840-56, Wetaskiwin © 3523922 
MONSTERS VS. ALIENS G 
Matinees Sot & Sun 12:55, 3:15. 2 
HANNAH MONTANA: THE MOVIE G 
Nightly 7:10, 9:25; motinees Sot 8 Sun 1:10, 3:25. 

FAST & FURIOUS 4a 
Nightly 7:00, 9:30; motinees Sot & Sun 1:00, 3:30 
HAUNTING IN CONNECTICUT 

Nightly 7:05, 9:15. 

Frightening scenes, disturbing content, not recommended for children 

17 AGAIN PG 
Nightly 6:55, 9:20; matinges Sat & Sun 12:55, 3:20. Crude content 
X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE STC 
Midnight Thus, 


SOUTH EDMONTON 


= 152599 Sheet © 436-8585 
OBSESSED 14A 
FreWed 12:50, 4:00, 7:30, 10:25; Thurs 4:00, 7:30, 10:25; Stor & 
Shrollers Screening Thurs 1:00. 

FIGHTING 4A 
Fri 1:30, 4:30, 7:55, 10:30; SotThurs 1:30, 4:30, 7-55, 10:30. No poss 
6. 

MINI PUNJAB (PUNJABI W/E.S.T.) sTC 
FreThurs 12:30, 3:40, 6:45, 9:55. 

EARTH 

Frethurs 12:00, 2:30, 5:00, 7:15, 9:45. 

STATE OF PLAY 

Fre Thus 12:40, 4:10, 7:10, 10:05 

17 AGAIN 

FreThurs 12:10, 1:15, 2:40, 3:45, 5:10, 6:50, 7:45, 9:30, 10:20. 
Gude content, 


RANK: HIGH VOLTAGE TBA 
freThus 1:00, 4:40, 7:50, 10:25. Gory violence, coarse langouge, sexual 
content. 

HANNAH MONTANA: THE MOVIE 

freThus 11:55, 2:25,5:00, 7:40, 10:15 

OBSERVE AND REPORT 

FreThurs 12:20, 4:25, 6:50, 9:40. 

TERA MERA KI RISHTA (PUNJABI W/E.S.T.) 

FreThurs 12:00, 4:00, 8:00. 
FAST & FURIOUS 

FieThws 1:20, 3:50, 6:55, 9:25 
ADVENTURELAND 

FreThurs 1:40, 4:15, 7:25, 9:50 
Corse langauge, substance abusa, language may offend. = 
MONSTERS VS. ALIENS 6 
FreThurs 12:15, 2:35, 4:50, 7:00, 9:20 oe 
| LOVE YOU MAN 14a 
FreSot, Mon-Wed 1:50, 4:20, 7:50, 9:55; Sun 1:05, 3:25, 9:55; Thurs 
4:20, 7:05, 9:55; Star & Strollers Screening Thurs 1:00. 

Gude content, coarse langauge. ot 
KNOWING 14a 
Fri, Sun-Thurs 1:10, 4:35, 7:20, 10:00; Sat 4:35, 7:20, 10:00. 

Violence, frightening scenes. if’ 

WWE: BACKLASH sc 
Sun 6:00, of a. 

X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE STC 
Midnight Thurs 12:01. No passes. 


NORTH EDMONTON 
14231-137th Avenue © 732-2223 


614A 






































OBSESSED 4A 
Fetus, Thurs 1:00, 4:10, 7:20, 10:10; Wed 4:10, 7:20, 10:10; Str & 
Shroers Screening Wed 1:00. 





FIGHTING 
Fri 1:30, 4:20, 7:10, 9:50; So-Thurs 1:30, 4:20, 7:10, 9:10. No passes. 
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them action-adventure movies if you like 
The truth is, they're comedies, and they're 
telling a joke that never gets old: He was 
dead... but he got better.” 


Dustin Rowles, Pajiba | “If Sigmund Freud were 
still around to see Crank: High Voltage, he'd 
leave the theatre, walk straight home, and 
fuck his mother. Twice... High Voltage, like its 
predecessor, is an hour and a half of hyper- 
fuelled, frenetic preposterousness. It is dumb 
so massive and full-circle that it runs the 
bases, trots back out to left field, and boo: 
merangs so violently that it will rip out your 
cerebral cortex and fuck you with it. And you 
will ask for more even while you're spitting 
up blood. And what of the plot? Who gives 
a fat's ass? Here's what you need to know: 


(3) CELLULAR: (2) THE TRANSPORTER 1,2. & 


3; (1) THE BANK JOB 


Jason Statham is in it. He runs spectacularly 
fast, grunts, kicks the shit out of people, and 
screws Amy Smart in ways you didn't even 
think were imaginable. On a horse track. Dur- 
ing a horse race. In the opening minutes of 
Crank: High Voltage, Statham dips a shotgun 
into a bucket of oil and shoves it barrel-deep 
into a fat man’s ass. Indeed, there are enough 
breasts, bullets, and butts in High Voltage to 
supply a week's worth of Feebles-hijacked 
Sesame Street episodes on the glory of the 
Letter B. And nothing in Crank 2 makes sense 
You will walk out of the theater seven times 
dumber than when you walked in. And you'll 
be thankful for it.” 


Nick Schager, Slant | “With its spazzy camera- 
work, gruesome violence, wantonly vulgar 


reen 


_ONSC 


depiction of women and non-Caucasians, 
and recurring sights of Chev zapping himself 
with jumper cables and Tasers, the film's cra- 
ziness is clearly of an R-rated Looney Tunes 
variety, with the charismatically tough-yet- 
clownish Statham as the saga's psycho Bugs 
Bunny. This cartoonishness seems. in theory, 
intended to magnify, and thus highlight, the 
sadistic brutality, homophobia, xenophobia, 
and misogyny familiar to the action genre. 
Yet considering the glee with which the di- 
rectors indulge their ugly impulses, there’s ul- 
timately no critique here, just revelry, mean- 
ing that to fully embrace High Voltage, one 
must be honestly amused by bon mots like 
Chev asking an Asian adversary, ‘Did | drop 
some change, or did | hear a Chink?’ Good 
luck with that.” 





Scotiabank Theatre Edmonton 
with IMAX’ 


EARTH PG 
FreThurs 12:00, 2:20, 4:40, 7:09, 9:20. 

STATE OF PLAY 14A 
FreThurs 12:50, 3:50, 6:50, 9:55 : J 

17 AGAIN PG 
Frelues, Thurs 12:30, 1:20, 3:00, 4:00, 5:20, 6:30, 7:50, 9:00, 10:20; 
Wed 12:30, 3:00, 4:00, 5:20, 6:30, 7:50, 9:00, 10:20; Stor & Strollers 
Screening Wed 1:00. Gude content. 

CRANK: HIGH VOLTAGE 184 
FreThurs 2:10, 5:30, 8:10, 10:40, Gory violence, coorsa language, sexual 
content. 

DRAGONBALL: EVOLUTION 

Frith 1:10. Frightening scenes, violence 

HANNAH MONTANA: THE MOVIE 

FreThurs 12:10, 2:30, 5:00, 7:30, 10:00 

OBSERVE AND REPORT 

FreThurs 2:00, 5:10, 8:00, 10:30. 

FAST & FURIOUS 

Frethurs 1:40, 4:45, 7:40, 10:15. 
ADVENTURELAND 

FreThurs 3:30, 6:40, 9:15, 

Coarse longuoge, substance abuse, language may offend. 
MONSTERS VS. ALIENS 

Fre Thurs 12:20, 2:40, 4:50, 7:15, 9:40. 

| LOVE YOU MAN 

FreThurs 1:50, 4:30, 7:45, 10:35. Coorse language, crude content 
KNOWING 

FreThurs 12:40, 3:40, 6:45, 9:30. Violence, frightening scenes. 
X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE 

‘Midnight Thurs 12:01. No posses 


_3RO FLOOR PHASE I, 101 st, & 102 AVE.© 421-7020 
THE SOLOIST PG 
FreThurs 12:35, 3:40, 6:40, 9:40. Disturbing content, conse languoge, not 
recommended for children, — ales ea, 
17 AGAIN PG 
FriThurs 12:45, 3:20, 7:10, 9:45. Cre content ss 
RANK: HIGH VOLTAGE 18A 
FreTues, Thurs 12:15, 3:10, 7:20, 10:10; Wed 12:15, 3:10, 10:10, 
Gory vilence, cose languge,semol content, _ 
FAST & FURIOUS 
Fi, Mon Thurs 1:20, 4:10, 7:15, 9:55; SatSun 4:10, 7:15, 9:55 
FIGHTING 
Fehrs 1:10, 4:00, 6:50, 10:00. 
STATE OF PLAY 
FriThurs 12:25, 3:30, 6:30, 9:30. 
OBSESSED 
FeeThurs 12:55, 3:50, 7:00, 9:50. 
OPUS ARTE: CASTOR & POLLUX (OPERA) 
Sat 8 Sun 1:00. 
X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE 
Midnight Thurs 12:01. No passes. 

CLAREVIEW 10 CINEMAS 

A2V1-139TH AVENUE © 472-7600 

MONSTERS VS. ALIENS 
Fri, MorrThurs 4:30, 6:55, 9:10; SotSun 2:00, 4:30, 6:55, 9:10, 
FAST & FURIOUS 
Fi Mon Thus 4:35, 7:10, 945; SotSun 1:35, 435, 7:10, 945. 
HANNAH MONTANA: THE MOVIE 
Fi, Mon-Thurs 4:25, 7-08, 9:35; SatSun 1:10, 4:25, 7.05, 9:95. 
CRANK: HIGH VOLTAGE 18 
Fri, Mon-Thurs 4:50, 7:30, 9:55; SatSun 1:50, 4:50, 7:30, 9:55. Gory 
violence, coarse longuoge, sexual content, 
17 AGAIN : PG 
Fri 4:00, 6:50, 9:20; SotSun 1:20, 4:00, 6:50, 9:20; Mon-Thurs 4:00, 
6:55, 9:20. No passes. 
STATE OF PLAY 
Fri, MoncThurs 3:45, 6:35, 



































SorSun 12:50, 3:45, 6:35, 9:25, 





EARTH PG 
Fri, Mon-Thurs 4:40, 7:00, 9:25; SorSun 2 
No passes 


2:10, 4:40, 7:00, 9:15. 


OBSESSED 

Fri, MoneThues 4:10, 6:45, 9:40; SotSun 1:30, 4 
FIGHTING 

Fri, Mon-Thurs 4:20, 7:20, 9:50; SotSun 1 
THE SOLOIST 

Fri, Mon-Thurs 3:50, 6:40, 9:30; SatSun 1:00, 3:50, 6:40, 9-30, 
Disturbing content, coarse langouge, not recommended for children. 

X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE STC 
Midoight Thurs 12-01. No passes. 


10, 6:45, 9:40. 


40, 4:20, 7:20, 9:50. 


V1] AVENUE & GROAT ROAD © 4558726 _ 
THE SOLOIST PG 
Fri Mon-Thurs 6:30, 9:25; SotSun 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 9:25. Disturbing 
Contant, coarse language, not recommended for children. 
FAST & FURIOUS 14a 
Fri, MoneThurs 7:10, 9:45; SarSon 1°15, 3:50, 7:10, 9:45. & 
| LOVE YOU MAN 4A 
Fri, Mon-Thurs 7:00, 9:35; SotSun 12:45, 3:20, 7:00, 9:35 
Coarse language crude content. 
SUNSHINE CLEANING 
Fri, Mon-Thurs 6245, 9:10; SatSun 1:00, 3:40, 6:45, 9:10. 
Mature themes, coarse language 


SCOTIABANK THEATRE 
WEST EDMONTON MALL © 8882-170 STREET ® 444-2400 


OBSESSED “14a 
FreTues, Thurs 12:50, 3:50, 7:20, 10:10; Wed 3:50, 7:20, 10:00; Star & 
Strollers Screening Wed 1:00. 


FIGHTING 
Fri 12:30, 4:15, 7:40, 10-15; SopThurs 12:30, 4:15, 7:40, 10:15. 


FreThurs 12:10, 2:20, 4:45, 721: 7:15, 9:45, 

STATE OF PLAY 

FreThunrs 12:20, 3:40, 6:40, 9:40. 

17 AGAIN 

FretThurs 12:00, 2 30, 5:00, 7:30, 10:15. Gude content a 
CRANK: HIGH VOLTAGE 18A 
FreThwrs 1:30, 4:20, 7:50, 10:30. Gory violence, Coorse langouge, sexual 
content 

HANNAH MONTANA: THE MOVIE : 6 
FreThuws 12:40, 3:45, 6:45, 9:20. re. 
OBSERVE AND REPORT 18A 
Fri, Sur'Wed 1:40, 4:40, 8:00, 10:25; Sot 4:40, 8:00, 10:25; Thurs 
1:40, 4:40, 10:25. = 

FAST & FURIOUS 14a 
FréThurs 1:20, 4:10, 7:10, 10:10. 

ADVENTURELAND 4A 
Frethors 1.50, 7:45. Coarse language, substance abuse, language may 
tend, 

MONSTERS VS. ALIENS 3D 

FreTrurs 1:00, 3:30, 6:30, 9:00; FreThues 12:00, 2:15, 4:25, 6:45, 
9:20. 
THE HAUNTING IN CONNECTICUT 

FreThurs 4:50, 10:20. fin since aa disturbing content, 
‘not recommended for children. 

1 LOVE YOU MAN 14a 
FriSat, Mon-Tues, Thurs 1:20, 4:00, 6:50, 9:50; Sun 12:00, 2:30, 9:50; 
Wed 4:00, 6:50, 9:50; Stor & Strollers Screening Wed 1:00. 

Coarse language, crude content. 
METROPOLITAN OPERA: LA SONNAMBULA ENCORE STC 
Sot 11:00, 

WWE: BACKLASH sTc 
Sat 6:00, 
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130 AVENUE & SO STREET © 472-9779 


THE LAST HOUSE ON THE LEFT 
FreSot 2:00,4°50, 7:25, 10:00, 12:20; Sun-Thurs 2:00, 4-50, 7:25, 
10:00, Gary scenes, sexual violence, brutal violence. 
WATCHMEN 18A 
Fri 1:00, 4:15, 7:45, 11:10; SumThurs 1:00, 4:15, 7:45. Gory scenes, 
brutal waalence. a 
THE INTERNATIONAL 
FreSot 1:05, 4:10, 6:45, 9:15, 11:50; Sun-Thurs 1:05, 4:10, 6:45, 
OS 
CONFESSIONS OF A SHOPAHOLIC PG 
FriSot 1°55, 4:30, 7:20, 9:50, 12:05; Sun-Thu 1:55, 4:30, 7:20, 
950. 
HE'S JUST NOT THAT INTO YOU PG 
FreSot 1:10, 4:00, 6:55, 9:45, 12:15; Sun-Thurs 1:10, 4:00, 6:55, 
9:45. Coarse language, sexucl content. ot 
CORALINE PG 
FrrSot 1:15, 4:35, 7:05, 9:25, 12:40; SunThurs 1:15, 4:35, 7:05, 
9:25, Frightening scenes, not recommended for young children 
PUSH 
FrrSot 1:40, 4:25, 7:10, 9:55, 12:15; Sun-Thurs 1:40, 4:25, 7:10, 
9:55, Violence = z 
UNDERWORLD: RISE OF THE LYCANS 
FreThuws 9:30. Gory scenes. a seer 
PAUL BLART: MALL COP PG 
FriSot 1250, 4°40, 7:15, 9:40, 11:55; SunThurs 1-50, 4:40, 7:15, 
9:40, 
HOTEL FOR DOGS ro 
FreThurs 1:45, 4:45, 7210 
BRIDE WARS 
FreSot 1:20, 4:15, 6:50, 9:20, 11:35; SunThurs 1:20, 4:15, 6:50, 
9:20. 
BEDTIME STORIES - 6 
FeeThas 1:30. x : = 
THE CURIOUS CASE OF BENJAMIN BUTTON PG 
FrrSat 4:20, 7:40, 11:00; SureThurs 4:20, 7:40. 
Coarse languoge, not recommended fr young cider. 
GRAN TORINO 14a 
FriSat 1:25, 4:05, 7:00, 9:45, 12:10; SunThurs 1:25, 405, 7:00, 
9:45. Languoge may offend. 

GALAXY CINEMAS 
_____ 2020 SHERWOOD DR, SHERWOOD PARK © 416-0150 
OBSESSED MA 
Fri 4:30, 7:20, 10:00; SotSun 2:00, 4:30, 7:20, 10:00; Mon-Thurs 
7:20, 10:00. 
FIGHTING MA 
Fri 4:40, 7:30, 10:10; SorSun 2:00, 4:40, 7:30, 10:10; Mon-Thurs 
7:30, 10-10. No passes. 
EARTH PG 
i am 6:05, 9:20; SorSun 12:50, 3:30, 6:50, 9:20; Mon-Thurs 6:50, 
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14a 


18A 























aan 
Has £47 9-45; SotSun 12:40, 3:40, 6:50, 9:45; Herta. 





17 AGAIN PG 
heer uties 710, 9:50; SorSun 1:00, 4:00, 7:10, 9:50; Mon-Thurs 7:10, 
ccuaiioneioae 18A 
Fri $:10, 8:00, 10:30; SotSun 12:15, 5:10, 8:00, 10:30; Mon-Thurs 
8:00, 10:30. Gory violence, coarse -sexvol content, 

HANNAH MONTANA: THE MOVIE 

He 7-00, 9:40; SotSun 1:15, 4:15, 700, 940; Nts 700, 


FAST & FURIOUS 
ta Ht e504 8.7, 12 Ms 








arena F 
Fri 4350, 7:45, 10:15; SotSun 1:50, 
Tues Thurs 7:45, 10:15, Coors 





cover story 











STRAY 

Dect by ichae lark. Witten by lyre Quan. Stang Bran Daly Sandra Nicos tf Pay, Tracey Powe Presented by ao 

Workshop West La Cité Francophone (B6Z/-5I St) Apr 24-May 3. Tickets availabe through TIX on the Square (420-1757/tixonthesquare. 4 
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Ihave a secret confession. | tell this to people very rarely, because it's such a cliché. i 
I’m an actor-turned-writer and, well, I kind of, sort of, well, really want to write a 4 
play. Probably about my life. Or maybe my life thinly disguised as someone else's. - — 
Or maybe about my childhood cat. 





So I’m thrilled to get the chance to talk to Elyne Quan — local-girl-made-good-in- Lesson #1: Pick a catchy title: 








oc Etyne Quan. Practically famous playwright €lyne Quan. With her newly —~ “Like the clever letter reversal in Quan's award-winning children’s play Lig and — 
_ minted MFA in dramatic writing from NYU anda string of New York productions Bittle (co-written: with Jared Matsunags-Turnbull). Or the single-word, thematic: 





descriptor like her other plays, Trust or What or Stray. “One of my. favorite 
sons,” says Quan as she gushes about the NYU program, “is that the title of thi 
| play holds a promise to the audience about what that play is about. So says David 
| Ives, anyway.” ore 
| Sosay we all. 
--Ttry to quell an immediate pang of jealousy. This girl studied with David Ives, ~ 
Fi © one of the world’s coolest playwrights, author of All in the Timing and Philip Glass —_ 
ee — pecan’ "Buys a Loaf of Bread. | focus instead on the six degrees of Kevin Bacon-ness of it 
all — I’m sitting next to a girl who studied with David Ives(!). This makes me feel 
_ much better about life. RARER tao 
i So, let's look at Stray, Quan's master's thesis, which is receiving its world pre- 


eee 





| toher name, not to mention a play, Stray, opening in Edmonton 
) ing she might give me some playwriting pointers. 

| And she's happy to-oblige. Here, ina nutshell, is a two-year 
| ‘playwriting from Elyne Quan, via New York University. 2 
er SEs 


Master's program in 
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.® 
tom 
fant 
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miére this week at Workshop West. Does the title fulfil its promise? 

“The play is about the return of a missing boy, several years later, to the family 
that might be his,” Quan says. ‘And indeed, all of the characters are strays in their 
own right — the missing boy, his sister, his parents — and are all dealing with issues 
of loss and abandonment. “I thought long and hard about what to call it, and ‘stray’ 

| just kept coming back to me as the right word to thematically describe the play. It 
|_became the touchstone for me, and through all of the revisions, I think it helped me 
F to further clarify the intentions, my intentions, for the play.” ae 

be Okay. That's cool. I’m thinking of maybe drawing on the wisdom of Billy Joel-and 
calling my play My Life, or something simple like that. It holds promise, I think. 


sp orreeermegees sgeonespecentensiaese 
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i 
| Lesson #2: Don’t write about yourself. 
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think every playwright goes through that stage, in some aay Wen GS 





to work through something, write it and put it away. Or go see a counsellor. ” 

: Quan did get started writing for herself, if not about herself. ‘An honours 
drama student at the University of Alberta, Quan started out as an actor — until she 
found out about the dismal quality and quantity of roles for young Asian wo) ? 


ever I wanted to play.” 
~-And play she did. At Fringe festivals-and NextFest, Quan took-on-a series of 


_self-written roles until she discovered she liked iti x 
tae the playing part. “I think | she liked the writing part just.28 Tapeh as 
s : * Cas ated ig P ink I really made the leap from actor to playwright when I~ 








Set focusing s&s my own roles and got more into the storytelling,” she says. ‘! 
iscovered that writing for other people is even more fun because then I-don't have 
to deal with my own limitations.” ae 


a _-Huh, So maybe My Life starring Marliss Weber needs to be rethought. But there's 


__still the story of my cat! 
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Ss. 
’s subject 
] d f | love them that much. Strays SU 
~ Hmm love cats. But [’m not sure if ee — 
: Bm oe oer hand, is the stuff of aed legend gi de ss a : e-mtes 
% is. Years later, an older boy arrives 
and is presumed dead. 


_“L remember 
aes Stray’s basic storyline has been living with Quan for ‘ eee tage 
2 Bane about a story when | was around eight years old,” shi ) 


; s found. | 
J ae : "+ until rauch later that his body was 
Edmonton went missing and it wasn't until mi copes with that kind 


E always wondered what that would do toa family. How a family 


“oe i i also a plot 
a see eT amas thesis fodder — full of ew eee ? = 
3 \d'to pick something | wou n't mind dealing 
di i he Pain . a says. “This idea had been on the back burner ‘or 
uration eg r 4 


i felt | was mature 
[years and it seemed to be the right time for it to come forward. | fe : 
ecu? ee a beerg 


Oe ee pena 


enough to write it, but not too mature to be able to see it through the eyes of [the — 
16-year-old sister] Kim.” 


To actual real live people? Does my cat count? 
Nopé, actual real live peopl 
pliments. “That was one of the most amazi 
| says. “We got the chance to read and respon’ 
) feally detailed stuff too. People would say 
hind the line second from the top on page 6 

| was exactly what | wanted. 
| “although at first all of the questioning ma 
was like, ‘What am I doing here?’ But then, 


vos assy | punog puy"3s07 4082111 






|__clearly, 
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Well-not quite: But friends are a 
a source of stories and a source of 

onton theatre community, even though I've 
everyone I know, both in Toronto [where she-c 
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been gone for a while. Seems like 
urrently lives} and New York, 
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Lesson #4: Read your material out loud. A lot. 


2” And I was like, ‘Bring it on.” That 


de me question my work,” she adds. “I 


as I grew, I gained.a lot more confidence 
; and I really valued the questions and feedback.” 
i 

: 


hhings she’s never been afraid to ask for. “Iremember ~ 





e, according to Quan. To give feedback. Not just com- 

ing things about the program,” Quan — j 
d to all of our work, almost daily. And | 
things like ‘I don't get the intention be-” | 
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OPERA PREVIEW - CONSUMPTION! - BY TRENT WILKIE | 637 words 


bh VIOLETTA NEVER WALLOWS IN HER MISERY 
SHE NEVER PUTS THE BACK OF HER HANI 
TO HER HEAD AND SAYS, “WOE IS ME. 








Life Is Just A Bowl Of Verdis 


“TAKE LIFE BY BOTH HANDS 
WHILE YOU CAN!” URGES 

LA TRAVIATA DIRECTOR 
MICHAEL CAVANAGH 





LATRAVIATA 

Directed by Michael Cavanagh. Conducted by Steven Osgood. 
Written by Giuseppe Verdi. Starring Laura Whalen, Marc 
Hervieux, Theodore Baerg. Jubilee Auditorium (1455-87 
Ave). Apr 25, 28 and 30 (7:30pm). Tickets: $28-S160, 
available through Ticketmaster (451-8000/ticketmaster.ca) 





“Life is a terminal illness,” says Mi- 
chael Cavanagh. “The one thing 
you shouldn't want to do is die with 
regret.” 

What is making Cavanagh wax 
philosophical is Edmonton Opera's 
upcoming production of La Travia- 
ta, which he's directing. The opera, 
written by Giuseppe Verdi as a some- 
what true tale of personal loss and a 
lament for the preciousness of life, 
is a chance for Cavanagh to work 
with an ageless masterpiece and, at 
the same time, make it relevant to 
our world 

“The story does what opera does 
best, which is tell a big story in a 
big way,” Cavanagh says. “Traviata 
is about nothing less than living a 
full life because we all have a limited 
time. The message is: take life by 
both hands while you can and don’t 
let things like other people’s ideas of 
how you are supposed to live slow 
you down. Don't let other people tell 
you what love choices to make and 
don't let people tell you how to live 
your all-too-brief time on earth. “ 

Our heroine is Violetta Valéry (Lau- 
ra Whalen), one of the most beloved 
courtesans in lively 19th-century 
Paris. But Violetta is gravely ill and 
wants nothing to do with love until 
the amiable Alfredo Germont (Qué- 
bec tenor Marc Hervieux) wins her 
heart. Alfredo’s father Giorgio Ger- 





: 


mont (played by Theodore Baerg) is 
very unhappy with their union and 
denounces their relationship. In the 
end, other people’s opinions start to 
wear on Violetta, who obviously has 
plenty of problems of her own to oc- 
cupy her already. 

“We are left with a situation that 
is all too common,” says Cavanagh. 
“The dying person has to comfort 
those who have gathered to mourn 


-her. It happens all the time. People 


come to a hospital deathbed to com- 


-fort the dying one, and it turns out 


to be the dying one doing the com- 
forting. That is why this is a caution- 


Courtesan And Spark | Laura Whalen quickly rethinks her “no love for me” stance upon meeting Marc Hervieux in La Traviata. PHOTO BY ELLIS BROTHERS PHOTOGRAPHY 


ary tale, because when the curtains 
are coming down it represents such 
a nightmare image of how our lives 
could end up 

“But Violetta never wallows in 
her misery; she never puts the back 
of her hand to her head and says 
‘Woe is me.’ She is a tough cookie. 
We root for her because she gets 
pissed off when life hands her these 
things. She actually has this ongo- 
ing debate with God, or whoever that 
may be in her life, and looks at him 
and challenges him and says, ‘How 
can I die so young when I’ve got so 
much to live for?’ There is a lot of 





anger in her.” 

To those who have seen Traviata 
before, this version has some nov- 
elty, Cavanagh says. “This produc- 
tion is a bid of an update in a weird 
way in that we move it up a genera- 
tion,” he explains. “It was written 
in contemporary times in the 1850s 
and we move it up to the 1870s. It 
doesn’t make a huge difference to 
what you see, although it is reflected 
in the wardrobe and so on, but it puts 
it into the realm of memoir and into 
the impressionistic era. So how I’m 
presenting it is as layers of refraction 
— we are taking the impressions of 


that time.” 

And Cavanagh encourages neo 
phyte opera audiences to emulate 
La Traviata’s heroine and. refuse to 
be swayed by the opinions of the 
people around you. “If you are bored 
at the opera, then you are bored,” he 
shrugs. “You don’t go there because 
it is something that is supposed to 
be good in a cultural way. It’s story 
telling, man, that is all it is. You are 
presenting a situation, a world, that 
you can relate to and characters that 
we can connect with. And then it 
sweeps you along or it doesn’t — and 
if it doesn’t, then that is my fault.” 





Lions And Tigers And Difficult 








j, Oh My! | Julien Amold, Blait Irwin, Jeremy Baurnung, and John Ullyatt while 
PHOTOGRAPHY 


nd Difficult Choreography, 
away the hours conferrin’ with the flowers in The Wizard of Oz. PHOTO BY DAVID COOPER 
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ARTS NEWS - NOTABLE HAPPENINGS FROM THE THEATRE TO THE BOOKSTORE 





GREEN FACE! 
Friends Of Dorothy 


The Wizard of Oz: aside from Gone With the 
Wind, it's probably the only pre-WWII movie 
that most moviegoers have even seen. It's a 
cultural touchstone, but it’s also the favou- 
rite film of such eccentric talents as Salman 
Rushdie and David Lynch. Don’t expect any 
Wild at Heart craziness from The Citadel's 
Stage version (Apr 23-May 24), though: 
this is a straight-up adaptation of the 1939 
Technicolor extravaganza, with the added 
spectacle of Jeremy Baumung (Scarecrow), 
John Ullyatt (Tin Man), and Julien Arnold 
(Cowardly Lion) all competing to see who 
can steal the most scenes. 


POKER FACE! 
Portraits Of A Lady 


When Shelly Solarz, editor of the indepen- 
dent local fashion magazine Parlour, was 
first offered an interview with singer Lady 
Gaga, she turned it down. “I didn't know who 
she was,” she laughs. "I'd never heard of her!" 
Now, of course, Solarz knows the Lady quite 
well, having spent four hours on the interview 
and fashion shoot that's the centrepiece of 
Parlours Gaga-riffic new issue. You know 
your magazine has arrived, pop-culturally 
speaking, when Ellen DeGeneres starts sub- 
scribing. Why not get in on the action your- 
self? The launch party is tonight (Thursday) 
at 8:30pm at Red Star (10534 Jasper Ave). 








PAINTED FACE! 
Up The Clown Staircase 


When Arts News read that the plot of False 
Start: Beginning of a Fool “follows a Bab) 
Clown as he is born into the world,” we imme- 
diately flashed on a horrible image of dozens 
and dozens of clowns tumbling out of some 
poor woman's vagina. We suspect perform 
ers/playwrights Joel Bazin and Scott Garland 
have more whimsical ideas in mind with this 
blending of puppetry, mask, and clown per” 
formance; they describe it as a show about 
joy, magic, and the nature of “play.” It runs” 
at The Azimuth’s Living Room Playhousé 
(11315-106 St) from April 24-May 3. Reserve 
your tickets by calling 454-0583. 
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ARTBOX MANDY ESPEZEL & JILL STANTON 
JON SASAKI SEES SPORTS 
MASCOTS AS EMBLEMS OF THE 
FUTILE HUMAN CONDITION IN 
SOME UNABASHED OPTIMISM 


60 TO WWW.BALLARDIAN.COM FOR TRIBUT! 
THE ATROCITY EXHIBITI 








This week, Jill and’ Mandy return 
once again to their beloved Latitude 
53, where the laughter and tears 
never end in the tragic/funny video 
works of artist Jon Sasaki 
Mandy: Jon Sasaki’s exhibition 
Some Unabashed Optimism fea- 
tures a number of video pieces and 
one large, sad, empty mascot named 
NORK, which sits empty on the gal- 
lery floor, slumped against some 
stacked “white gallery cubes. The 
events taking place in each individual 
video vary widely, but they all share 
an absurdist sense of humour, a pull 
between being strangely sad and just 
ridiculous. Perhaps most noteworthy 
is the large projection of Sasaki’s “I 
Promise It Will Always Be This Way,” 
a 30-minute video which documents 
a 12-hour endurance performance of 
colourful mascots, NORK included, 
manically staving off exhaustion 
with their antics. 

Jill: While the gallery contains four 
video pieces in total, you certainly no- 


tice the mascot-themed one first. It’s 
on a huge projection screen, it’s loud, 
and it's bizarre — not to mention 
funny. Twenty-six people dressed 
up In mascot costumes, performing 
mascot-related stunts, attempting to 
_ hip the crowd into a fervent fren- 
zy" even though no sports event is 
actually going on. Sasaki has said he 
intended the video to be a continua- 
tion of his pet themes of futility and 
the human condition of optimism in 
the face of failure, and the premise 
Certainly set up the participants to 
fail. However, he wasn’t expecting 
the crowd to be so upbeat and sup- 
Portive of the mascot group; the 
Video ended up as a kind of counter- 
Point, or at least a rare positive note, 
‘o the rest of the exhibition. 

Mandy: I found it downright hi- 
larious. I think the mascot costumes 
had a lot to do with the appeal of that 
Piece. They are living cartoon char- 














COURTESY OF LATITUDE 53 
acters, with detachable heads. Seeing 
these giant fuzzy creatures begging 
for cheers on an otherwise empty 
field was just the ultimate. And then 
lying down behind the front line, ex 
hausted, while the crowd chants out 
their character name to encourage 
them — “Bumblebee!” — over and 
over. Oh jeez, I was excited by this 
video 

Jill: It was pretty exciting. But 
what did you think of the rest of the 
exhibition in relation to that piece? 
Poor empty NORK (the sadly obso 
lete mascot-of North York before it 


merged with Toronto) certainly fit 


the bill as a contrast to the hyper- 
funny mascot video. But what about 
the other videos? How did you feel 
they related? 

Mandy: There was certainly a bit of 
a disconnect there, in style as much 
as anything else. The other videos 
were displayed on three smaller tele- 
vision sets, which were relegated to 
the three remaining corners of the 
gallery space. In one, Sasaki futilely 
climbs a series of ladders; in an- 
other he pulls out a map while he's 
driving, obstructing his view of the 
road for an extended period of time; 
and in the last, he’s vacuuming up 
paper confetti with a vacuum that 
has a hole pierced in the top of the 
bag, creating a never-ending cycle of 
domestic ludicrousness. All three of 
these videos are very dry, and don't 
produce the same kind of emotional 
investment that “I Promise It Will 
Always Be This Way” did for me. 
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The Sadness Of NORK, 
The Glory Of Bumblebee 





Rung Way Up | Jon Sasaki gets climbing in “Ladder Stack,” part of his Some Unabashed Optimism exhibition at Latitude 53. IMAGE 


Jill: The only one that I thought 
kind of worked was “Untitled (Vac- 
uum),” the one with the vacuum and 
the confetti. And you're right: they 
were all pretty dry and almost static 
But from a curatorial standpoint; I 
think the vacuum piece would have 
been most successful as a compan- 
ion to the mascot piece. It was dry 
yet humourous, and it has a similar 
sense of ridiculousness as the mascot 
piece (albeit on a very different lev 
el). I could have done without “The 
(the 
map piece) and “Ladder Stack,” but I 


Destination and the Journey 


think placing more emphasis on the 


es ee ee eee 
SEEING THESE GIANT FUZZY CREATURES BEGGING FOR CHEERS ON 
AN OTHERWISE EMPTY FIELD WAS JUST THE ULTIMATE. AND THEN LYING DOWN, 
EXHAUSTED, WHILE THE CROWD CHANTS OUT THEIR CHARACTER NAME — 
“BUMBLEBEE!” — OVER AND OVER. OH JEEZ, I WAS EXCITED BY THIS VIDEO. 
Bn eee eee ees ee eee 


F JG. BALLARD, THE BRITISH WRITER BEST KNOWN FOR HIS GRO 
ON AND CRASH, AS WELL AS HIS AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL BESTSELLER EMPIRE OF THE 


duality between the two other videos 


would have conveyed the balance of 

comedy and tragedy that Sasaki was 

looking for in this exhibition 
Mandy: Yeah, good call. Also, the 


flying confetti added this unpredict- | 


able element of motion — a simulated 
indoor blizzard — to that video that 
balanced its sterile atmosphere ‘and 
tone. Perhaps it’s the inclusion of el- 
ements Sasaki does not control that 
makes this video and the piece with 
the mascots stand out. They develop 
into surprisingly sweet examinations 
of character. 

Jill: Indeed. Besides, with a dose 
of the saccharine insanity that is 
“| Promise It Will Always Be This 
Way”, an injection of hyperreality is 


definitely in order. Go see this show | 


— you will laugh your face off. 


Some Unabashed Optimism is on 
exhibit at Latitude 53 until May 16. 
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Experience some of the*best 
of Korean cinema with 8 films. if 
May1°3 
Metro Cinema, 
Zeidler Hall in the Citadel Theatre 
9828- 101A Ave. ae, 
Advance Tickets $8 / $10 at the di 
Available . Y 


Alternative Video 
10050, 82nd Ave. eae t 
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AND WE’LL PLANT A TREE 
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EXPERIENCE THE VERY FIRST 
isNegnature FILM 


FOR TICKETS, VISIT www.disney.com/nature OR THE THEATRE BOX OFFICE 
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For Theatres and Showtimes: Check local listings or visit di 
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EXHIBITS 


AFTERMANET SCOTT GALLERY, 104I-126ST,TOMAYS | 
A series of flower paintings by Leslie Poole. Info: www. | 

| scottgallery.com. | 
BEGINNINGS LOFT GALLERY, 590 BROADMOOR BLVD, | 

| SHERWOOD PARK, TO APR 25 Works by various artists for 

| show and sale. | 
CARCULTURERED GALLERY, 9621 WHYTEAVE, TOAPR30. | 
Oil paintings by Christ! Bergstrom on Edmonton car culture. 
Info: www redgallery.ca. 
CATACLYSMIC RESCUE MISSION HARCOURT 
HOUSE GALLERY, 3RD FLOOR, 10215-112 

| ST, TOAPR 25 Site-specific felt, foam 


by graduates of the MacEwan Fine Arts Program. info: 

497-4322. 

| EXHIBITION OF RECENT WORKS WEST END GALLERY, 

| 12308 JASPER AVE, TO APR 30 Paintings by Nixie Barton and 

| Grant Leier. Info: 488-4892. | 
HIROSHIGE ANDO: THE53 STATIONS OF THE TOKAIDO | 

| ROAD ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA, #100 10230 JASPER AVE, 

TO.JUN 7 Series of Ukiyo-e woodblock prints from 1833-1834 

by master printmaker Ando Hiroshige. Info: www.artgal- 
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| leryalberta.com. 


HERD LATITUDE 53, 10248-106 ST, TO MAY 16 Twelve 
customized AT-AT platforms by Adriean Koleric. Info: www. 
latitudeS3.org. 
ILLUSIONS OF GRANDEUR GRANT MACEWAN CENTRE 
FOR THE ARTS, 1045-156 ST. APR 24-25 MacEwan Students 
display their works. Info: w,ww.illusionsofgrandeur.c. 
KOSHASHIN: THE HALL COLLECTION OF 19TH 
CENTURY PHOTOGRAPHS OF JAPAN ART GALLERY OF 
ALBERTA, #100 10230 JASPER AVE., TO JUN 7 One of the 
world’s largest collections of early Japanese photography. 
With over 230 rare photographs from 1860-1899 
Japan. Info: www.artgalleryalberta.com. 
LEAVING OLYMPIA: UNVEILING THE 
IDEALIZED NUDE ART GALLERY 


| and adhesive vinyl installations by HOT PICK OF ALBERTA, #100 10230 JASPER 
| Lia Mile. scars AVE, TO MAY 18 Work ranging from 
| COLLECTION OF LANDSCAPES Dance Day 2009 Auguste Rodin’s Age e’Airain to 
| AND ILLUSTRATIONS CARROT Eat lunch, watch Evan Penny's Camille. Info: www. 
COMMUNITY ARTS COFFEEHOUSE, dance! artgalleryalberta.com. 
935)-118 AVE, TOMAY 4 By Stuart April 29 (noon) LIFE LINES JEFF ALLEN GALLERY, 
Ballah and Lorraine Shulba. CHURCHILL SQUARE STRATHCONA SENIORS CENTRE, 10831 
| CRUX MACEWAN CENTRE FOR THE UNIVERSITY AVE, TO APR 30 Fibre art 
| ARTS, 10045-156S, TOAPR 23 Drawings. works by Dawna Dey Hartish, Cathy Tomm 
paintings, photo work and installations and Sharon Willas Rubuliak. Info: 433-5807, 


NEW WORK ALLEN GRAY CONTINUING CARE CENTRE, 5005- 
28 AVE, TO.APR 29 Work by Martin Garber-Conrad. 
OTHERWORLD ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA, #100 10230 
JASPER AVE, TO JUN. Kristy Trinier re-translates a medieval 
Japanese noh play into audio, video and text. Info: www. 
artgalleryalberta.com. 


| POLAROIDS ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA, #100 10230 
| JASPER AVE, TO MAY 18 Featuring more than 3,000 Polaroid 


photographs by painter Attila Richard Lukacs. addressing 
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AGO masculinity and desire with images 

of nudity and sexual activity, Content may disturb some 

viewers. Info: www.artgalleryalberta.com. 

RECENT WORKS STEPPES GALLERY, 1259-91 ST, TOMAY 5 

Etchings by Oksana Movcha. 

SENSE SUBLIME ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA, #100 10230 

JASPER AVE, TO MAY 18 19th-century landscapes from the 

AGA collection. Info: www.artgalleryalberta.com. 

SOME UNABASHED OPTIMISM LATITUDE 53, 10248-106 

ST, TO MAY 16 Video installation by Jon Sasaki. Info: www. 

latitudeS3.org. 

URBAN TEXTURES MCMULLEN GALLERY, 8440-112 ST, TO 

JUNT4 Work based on a study of Winnipeg architecture. 

Info: 407-7152. 

WAITING ROOM HARCOURT HOUSE GALLERY, 3RD FLOOR, 

10215-I12 ST, TO APR 25 Works focusing on the theme of 

duration by Maya Jarvis, Connor McNally, Heather Noel, 
Aryen Hoekstra, and Malorie Urbanovitch. 


DANCE 


INTERNATIONAL DANCE DAY 2009: THE WALKING 
TOUR CHURCHILL SQUARE, APR 29 With The Yellow Ribbon 
Dancers, Jesse Morrison Gauthier, Eryn Tempest Dance, Mary 
Lee Bird, Lin Snelling & Michael Reinhart, The Fledgling 
Fishfoot Collective, Lindsay Simms, Virginia Park School, and 
Mile Zero Dancers. 12-1:30 p.m. 


THEATRE 


LA TRAVIATA JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 11455-87 AVE, APR 
25, 28 Laura Whalen and Theodore Baerg star in Verdi's 
operatic tale of doomed love. Tickets: 451-8000. Info: www 
edmontonopera.com. 

MYSTERY AT THE MUSEUM STRATHCONA COUNTY 


| MUSEUM, 913 ASH STREET SHERWOOD PARK, APR 24-25 


Directed by Jason J. Hardwick. Doors at 5:30 p.m. Tickets: 
$40. Info: 467-8189. 

STRAY LA CITE FRANCOPHONE, 8627-91 ST, APR 24-MAY 3 
Michael Clark directs Brian Dooley, Sandra Nicholls, Tracey 
Power and Stafford Perry in Elyne Quan’ tale of a family 
who experiences a bizarre chain of events after their son 
disappears during a camping trip. Tue-Sat at 7:30 p.m. and 
Sun at 2,p.m. Tickets: www.tixonthesquare.ca. Info: www. 
workshopwest.org. 

THE WIZARD OF OZ CITADEL THEATRE, 9828-101A AVE, 
TO MAY 24 Bob Baker directs L Frank Baum's classic tale of 
the adventures of Dorothy and Toto. Tickets: 425-1820. Into: 
Ctadeltheatre.com. 


COMEDY 


BEST OF EDMONTON COMIC STRIP, BOURBON STREET 
(WEM) The best of Edmonton's comedy community. Every 
Tue. Info: www.thecomicstrip.ca/483-5999, 

COMEDY STRIP CABARET RIVER CREE RESORT AND 
CASINO, WHITEMUD DR. & WHITEMUDRD., ENOCH, APR 23 
Doors at 7 p.m. 

GABRIEL RUTLEDGE COMEDY FACTORY, 408-3414 
GATEWAY BLVD, APR 23-25 

HIT OR MISS MONDAYS COMIC STRIP, BOURBON STREET 


| (WEM) Amateur comedy. Info: www.thecomicstrip. 


(a/483-5999, 
JAY MALONE LAUGH SHOP, #1105 LONDONDERRY MALL, 137 
AVE & 66 ST. APR 23-25 Info: www.thelaughshop.ca. 


| JOHN CAPONERA COMIC STRIP BOURBON STREET (WEM). 





APR 23-26 With Welby Santos and Paul Brown. Doors at 
8pm. 

KEVIN MCGRATH LAUGH SHOP. #1105 LONDONDERRY 
MALL, 137 AVE & 66 ST, APR 29-30 Info: www.thelaughshop. 
a. 

THE LION'S HEAD PUB COMEDY NIGHT LION'S HEAD 
PUB, 4404 GATEWAY BLVD. Professional and amateur 
comedians. Hosted by Lars Callieou every Sun at 9 p.m. 
PAUL MERCURIO COMIC STRIP. BOURBON STREET (WEM), 
APR 29-MAY 3 With Keith Saranoski and et Ash. Doors 
at8pm. 


IMPROV 


CHIMPROV VARSCONA THEATRE, 10329-83 AVE. Weekly 
improv show hosted by Rapid Fire Theatre. Every Sat except 
for last Sat of the month. Doors at 11/p.m. Info: www. 
fapidfiretheatre.com. 

DIE-NASTY VARSCONA THEATRE, 10329-83 AVE. An impro- 
vised soap opera directed by Dana Andersen. Every Mon at 8 
p.m. Info: www.die-nasty.com. 

OH SUSANNA VARSCONA THEATRE, 10329-63 AVE. 
Eyro-style improv variety show. Last Sat of the month. 
Doors at 10:30 p.m. Tickets: $10 at the door. Info: www. 
varsconatheatre.com. 

PEOPLE IN PANTS IMPROV CARROT COMMUNITY ARTS 
COFFEEHOUSE, 9351-118 AVE. Weekly improv show first Thu 
of the month. Doors at 7:30 p.m. $5 at the door. 
THEATRESPORTS VARSCONA THEATRE, 10329-83 AVE. 
Weekly improv show hosted by Rapid Fire Theatre. Every 
Fri. Doors at Nl p.m. Tickets: $10 at the door. Info: www. 
fapidfiretheatre.com. 


have something going on? let us know. 


listings@see.greatwest.ca 
deadline: one week prior to publication 
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INTIMATE PARTNER VIOLENCE RESEARCH INDICATES THAT SPOUSAL ABUSE CAN LEAD TO AN INCREASE IN HEALTH PROBLEMS, INCLUDING CHRONIC PAIN, 
DEPRESSION, AND POST-TRAUMATIC STRESS DISORDER 
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I May Be Mentally ill, But I Still Have Sex 





MY MESSY BEDROOM JOSEY VOGELS 
INADEQUATE SEX ED HAS PUT 
PEOPLE WITH PSYCHIATRIC 
DISORDERS AT A NEEDLESSLY 
HIGH RISK OF DISEASE 





Most of us have had the opportunity, 
at least once in our lives, to tee-hee 
or snicker as someone demonstrated 
how to use a condom by deftly roll- 
ing it over a banana or some other 
phallic-shaped fruit or vegetable. But 
imagine if you saw this and it led you 
to believe a banana with a condom 
on it must be present during sex to 
prevent infection. 

It sounds ridiculous, I know, but it’s 
a conclusion you have to account for 
when you're teaching safe sex prac- 
tices to someone who is delusional, 
for example. But an even bigger 
roadblock to providing sex educa- 
tion to the mentally ill is the general 
assumption that mentally ill people 
don't have sex. 





Which is just simply not the case 

In fact, studies in the U.S. and 
Canada have shown that patients 
in long-term psychiatric facilities 
are as sexually active as outpatients 
whether they're having sex with oth 
er patients or with partners who visit 
them. Yet, in most cases, institutions 
don't even bother doing regular Pap 
smears or STI (sexually transmitted 
infection) testing on patients — and 
never mind trying to understand 
the unique problems that put the 
mentally ill at greater risk for sexual 


manic are often grandiose, and im 
pervious to potential danger and the 
results of their actions,” says Jane 
Reiha, a nurse in London, Ont., who 


“The de- 
pression phase can also put them at 


works with the mentally ill 


risk, she adds, as sex is often the only 
pleasure left to them. “Often, people 
with mental illness seek sex with 
just anyone for a source of warmth, 
or because sex is cathartic, and a 
reassurance that you're still alive 
— it may be one final attachment 


to reality.” 


ers in rest homes — can bring them 
into contact with high-risk groups 
like drug users.” 

Unfortunately, says Reiha, there is 
a persistent belief that talking to the 
mentally ill about sexual issues will 
simply encourage promiscuity. Most 
health professionals would rather 
hang on to the belief that this group 
is asexual. The line they usually get 
from the staff when they ask to come 
and speak at their homes is: “Our cli 
ents do not have sex.” 


But as far as Reiha is concerned, the 


eee ee ee eee en 


STUDIES IN THE U.S. AND CANADA HAVE SHOWN THAT PATIENTS 
IN LONG-TERM PSYCHIATRIC FACILITIES ARE AS SEXUALLY ACTIVE 
AS OUTPATIENTS, WHETHER THEY'RE HAVING SEX WITH OTHER 
PATIENTS OR WITH PARTNERS WHO VISIT THEM. 
—— ee ee eee ee 


health problems and HIV infection 
As a result, an estimated 19 per cent 
of people who are mentally ill are 
HIV-positive 

Someone with schizophrenia may 
be more at risk because they have 
that is, 
their brain makes them to do things 
most of us would think better of. If 


a strong “command force”; 


someone suffers from bipolar disor- 
der, their extreme mood swings can 
put them at greater risk as well. “The 
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Thanks to funding cutbacks, the 
trend toward de-institutionalization 
means more mental health patients 
are being released into the communi- 
ty, increasing their exposure to risk 

“On the ‘outside,’ 
increased opportunity for sexual 
says Reiha. “And their 
limited capacity to deal with addi- 
tional threats to well-being, and their 


there may be 


encounters,” 


disadvantaged economic and social 
status — like cohabitating with oth- 


human need for intimacy, warmth, 
and sexual expression is universal 
and people are sexual beings all the 
time, regardless of health, illness, 
or disability. The mentally ill have 
a tremendous need to express their 
feelings, to have their concerns and 
needs validated, and to be given the 
information necessary to manage 
life, she adds. They also have specific 
needs and considerations when it 


comes to sexual health 


According to Reiha, women with 
schizophrenia often have a history 
of abuse and usually have chaotic 
and unsatisfying sex lives as adults 
“This is compounded,” she says, “by 
the fact that they can get pregnant.” 
In fact, birth control, is another hot 
topic. “Permanent birth control takes 
power away from the patient, but we 
have to think about whether or not 
the patient is even able to make those 
decisions.” 

Which is why she tends to focus 
on condom use, especially because 
condoms also help prevent STI. But 
this can be tough when you're deal- 
ing with people who may suffer from 
delusional thinking, have bizarre 
ways of communicating and a short 
attention span. (Doesn't sound all 
that different from trying to teach 
teenagers, if you ask me, but I think I 
see her point.) 

To overcome these obstacles, 
Reiha uses a lot of interactivity, role- 
playing, and visual aids when teach 
ing the mentally ill about sexual- 
ity. “There may be a finger dexterity 
problem, for example,” Reiha says, 
“so the key is to practice opening the 
condom package and rolling it on, re- 
peating often.” 


And no, they don’t use bananas 
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SCARES AWAY WOMEN” 


I'm a 32-year-old, very attrac- 
tive, very fit SWM living in NYC. 
I'm well-read and well-spoken. 
I march to the beat of my own 
drum. Friends tell me that my 
personality is intense. It must 
be true — everyone concurs. I’m 
extremely idealistic, and I count 
myself as a romantic, I’m inter- 
ested in an intense and consum- 
ing love affair with a woman. But 
friends tell me that my approach 


to courtship and my energy scare 
women off. 

I'm tired of fouling things up 
and making myself lonely. Yet, 
when a lady friend of mine, in re- 
sponse to my most recent upset, 
suggested I spend a night out with 
her where she would act as my 
wingman, I recoiled. Prowling for 
random women in a bar doesn't 
fit my sense of romance. 

Should I consider counselling 
to try to tame my personality? 
Should I just be myself and con- 
tinue being lonely and misunder- 
stood? 

Wild Horses Drag Me Away 


You don't give me much to go on, 
WHDMA. It would help to know, 
for example, what exactly you're do- 
ing — besides being all intensely ro- 
mantic and extremely idealistic and 
physically fit and stuff — that scares 
women off. How does your “inten- 
sity” manifest itself? Without that 
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info, it’s difficult to whip up some 
advice for you 

But I can do a little decoding for 
you: When friends say “Your person- 
ality is intense,” what they typically 
mean is “You are an asshole.” 

Assholes who have friends some- 
times conclude that there’s some- 
thing wrong with dating or bars or 
all the women and/or men on the 
planet because, hey, I've got friends 
— and if my friends can stand me, 
why couldn't my ex-girlfriend(s)? 
But friending, if I may borrow Face- 
book's proprietary verb, an asshole is 
easy; dating an asshole is hard. (Or 
that's what my boyfriend tells me, 
anyway.) 

A friendship involves a smaller 
time commitment; a girlfriend, if you 
could keep one, is required to spend 
much more time with you. Not only 
that, WHDMA, but people who are 
romantically involved with assholes 
come in for a higher degree of scru- 
tiny. A person with an asshole friend 
is regarded as tolerant and/or indul- 
gent and/or foolish. But a person 
with an asshole boyfriend is viewed 
as having a character flaw. Or sev- 
eral: lousy taste in men, the wrong 
kind of masochistic streak, low self- 
esteem, abuse issues, etc 

So, yeah, you should consider 
counseling to “tame your person- 
ality.” Your alleged virtues — ex- 
tremely intense! extremely roman- 
tic! extremely idealistic! — may not 
themselves be the problem. But if 
the people living outside your skull 


| have identified them as impediments 


to your professed romantic goals, 
WHDMA, then there's something 
problematic about the way you're ex- 
pressing them. 

And that lady friend who offered to 
take you out and act as your wing- 
man? I suspect she was trying to pull 
the stick out of your ass and trying to 
get you to see that dating — at least at 


| the outset — is about pleasure, not in- 


tensity. I assure you that bars all over 
the civilized world are packed with 


“random women” as interested in in- 
tense and consuming love affairs as 
you are. You might want to give them 
a chance. 


A long time ago I experienced, 
late one nite, roasted, drunk, blah, 
blah, blah!!! This brother picked 
me up and drove me to his place 
and screwed me good. He said I 
was hot!!! I really liked it, had an 
anal orgasm!!! It was indescrib- 
able. I loved it!!! He gave me his 
number. But I was too shy to call 
back. Never saw him again. So I 
bought dildos and proceeded to 
fuck myself and get drunk or high 
(weed) every night!!! What does 
that make me? Closet drunk? 
Closet English cigarette? I like 
pussy, too! Whatzup?! 
Anonymously Me 


I don’t have the faintest idea!!! 


My boyfriend refuses to have 
any kind of intercourse with me 
while my Aunt Flo is visiting. 
I'm not asking to have sex when 
I'm on my heavy days, just at the 
beginning and tail ends of my 
period. He says it’s disgusting, 
even if he wears a condom, and 
that it makes his stomach turn 
to even think about it. I find this 
terribly frustrating because my 
period lasts a good 10 days (ac- 
cording to his definition), and I 
have to go-without any loving the 
whole time. And yet he expects 
me to blow him on a regular basis 
during that time. I love him, and 
I'd rather not DTMFA over this. 
What can I do? 

Aunt Flo Terminates Erection 
Return 


Only blow him on days when he 
hasn't used his penis to urinate. 
Because really, AFTER, how can 
he ask you to suck cock on days 
when pee comes out of his thing? 
That's just as disgusting — it’s more 
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The Man With The Untamed Personality 


disgusting — than a little bit of 
blood on the condom. And any guy 
who can't handle a little bit of blood 


shouldn't be asking his girlfriend to 


ingest whatever trace amounts of 


urine might be lurking in his urethra 
But if he wants you to blow him — to 
keep him content during your period 
— then he needs to find a way to do 
the same for you. If he can’t bring 
himself to fuck you during your peri- 
od, AFTER, then at the very least he 
can help you get off witha vibrator, 























































or engage in outercourse with you, 
or mutual masturbation, or eat your 
pussy through a wad of Saran Wrap 

If he won't do any of that, recon- 
sider DTMFA. 


I thought I knew what teabagging 
meant: to dip a man’s testicles in 
and out of your mouth. But dur 
ing a recent conversation about 
the Republican teabagging craze, 
my boyfriend told me that teabag- 
ging meant to put your balls into 
someone else’s mouth. A person 
without balls, he insists, can’t do 
the teabagging. But many people | 
know think they are the teabagger 
and their partner is the one being 
teabagged. An Internet search 
turns up both definitions. 

So, Dan, I’m asking you — as an 
expert on all things both political 
and sexual — do any of us hetero 
females have a chance of teabag- 
ging President Obama? Don't get 
me. wrong: I want to teabag the 
president for all the right reasons. 
I'm a supporter. I just want in on 
any political activity that involves 
Obama’s balls in my mouth. 

The Earnest Aspirant 


Let's say you were in the West Wing 
with Barack Obama's sack resting 
comfortably in your mouth. Perhaps 
you had done something meriton: 
ous — defeated the Somalian pirates, 
sworn in Senator Al Franken — and 
you were being awarded the Presi 
dential Wattle of Freedom. The New 
York Times might report, “The presi: 
dent of the United States and a Sav 
age Love reader were spotted ‘tex 
bagging’ in the Oval Office today.” 
But while you can teabag with th 
president, TEA, you don't have whal 
it takes to administer a teabagging (0 
the president. To teabag someont, 
you need a scrotum with which toteé 
bag them: The teabagger dips sack, 
teabaggee receives dipped sack. It's 
little confusing, I realize, in that it 
the opposite of a blowjob: The pet 
son with a dick in his or her mouth! 
giving the blowjob; the person bei 
sucked is receiving the blowjob. 3 
language is funny that way. 


Download the Savage Love 
(my weekly podcast) every Tues 
at thestranger.com/sav 
mail@savagelove: 


> t > like ¢ 
if = a 


Betigont 






a 
4 7He ONLY ON! | 
SMOKING THI i 
CIGARETTE ; / 
st ) 
The smoke from @ cigarette 1s not just inhaled by - é c 
the gmoker. It becomes second-hand smoke, which ba 
contains more than 50 cancer-causing agents = / 
ath Canada ae ) 
a 
B : i : : 
elmont ve 
== la | 
; — , 





ee 


YOU'RE NOT 
THE ONLY ONE SMOKING THIS CIGARETT 
E 


The smoke f 
‘ rom aciga : . F 
irehict nealing ee hee is not just inhaled by th 
n50 cancer-causing : - smoker. It becomes s 
; econd-hand sm 
oke, 


Health Canada 





| 





bnda | the front 
| music| on screen 
[arts | sex | classified 
s|theback 
edmonton» see magazine 
+ April 3 ~ April 29,2009 «35 


1 1 
Cd SS | i S PHONE: 430-9003 | FAX: 432-1102 EMAIL: classifieds@see.greatwest.ca : 


1500. Help Wanted — Alta. H§1600. Volunteers Wanted 020. Musicians Wanted (g§2020. Musicians Wanted 3210. Misc. For Sale 


382. Health 


Do you or anyone you know 
have Fibromyalgia, asthma, 
chronic pain or carpal tunnel? If 
so, please check out my websites 
www. ibeatfibro.maxtrax4u.com & 
www.howibeatfibro.com, or 
phone Giselle at 780-757-7557 
MAX GXL 
At the Super Flea market every 
Sat & Sun from 10 am-5 pm. 
Booth K43. Come check us out! 


LEB Coming Events 


APIRG sponsors Super T Train- 
ing for Change. Workshops on 
adventure based learning, train- 
ing for social change. See 
http:/Arainingforchange.org/su- 
pert for more info or email 

ariel @apirg.org 


GLTB groups and organizations 
are invited to the Pride Centre for 
the Pink Tank on May 2nd from 
2:00 pm until 4:00 pm.t The Pink 
Tank is an opportunity for queer 
groups to share upcoming calen- 
dar items and discuss the impor- 
tance of working together. {For 
more information please contact 
pink.tank.talk @ gmail.com 


Jean Piich ART TALK 

The ASA in partnership with the 
EPL is presenting a free art talk 
with Calgary Artist Jean Pilch on 
Friday April 24th at 7:30pm at the 
Stanley A. Milner Theatre (down- 
stairs, Edmonton Public Library, 
7 Sir Winston Churchill Square, 
Edmonton). 


Upward Bound Toastmasters 
Club - Every Wednesday 
7-8:45pm, Room 601, Norquest 
College, 10215 - 108 St, Edmon- 
ton. 

Learn to be a better speaker, lis- 
tener, and overall communicator 
at your own pace in this non-prof- 
it, fun, and supportive public 
speaking club. 

Info: Email 
contact @ upwardbound.freetoas- 
thost.ws 


WATER AND WELLNESS RESI- 
DENTIAL WORKSHOP: MAY 
1-3, 2009. Are you interested in 
leaming more about the connec- 
tion between environmental, pub- 
lic and personal health? Join 24 
other young professionals (ages 
20-35) and special guests for a 
weekend workshop May 1-3 
based at Pigeon Lake AB with an 
exciting field tour that includes a 
raft tour and a visit to the Edmon- 
ton Goldbar wastewater treat- 
ment plant. Visit 
www_waterlution.org 

for more info and to apply.t 


190. Announcements 


Had Enough?t Cocaine Anony- 
mous (780) 425-2715 











The best live music downtown 
featuring the Up Town Jammers, 
Saturdays from 3-6 pm. The Gas 
Pump 10166 114 Street, 1 block 
off of Jasper. Happy hour prices 
all aftemoon. Free Pool 3-6 pm. 


200. Business/Invest. Oppor. 


EMBROIDERY BUSINESS for 
sale in Lacombe, Alberta. Call 
403-304-2497 or 403-782-1690. 


ENERGIZE YOUR INCOME! Dis- 
tribute hot selling energy drinks. 
Ear up to 10K/month. $11 billion 
industry. No selling, minimum in- 
vestment 19K. Areas going fast. 
Free sample/information package 
1-800-267-2321;  Peakdistribu- 
tors.com. 


TAKE CONTROL of your working 
life! Join a world renowned fran- 
chise network. Low investment. 
For more information visit 
www.chemdry.ca or call toll free 
1-888-CHEMDRY 
(1-888-243-6379). 


WANTED INVESTORS, business 
owners & financial agents. Lucra- 
tive income! High degree of se- 
curity & returns, 16 year history. 
Not mutual/Seg. Funds. Training 
provided. 1-888-855-8187. Email: 
rick @sgcwealth.com. Visit: 
‘www.sgcwealth.com. 


410. Education/Training 


MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION 
Training. Learn from home or on- 
site! Work from home or on-site! 
Financing may be available. Con- 
tact CanScribe today for free in- 
formation. 1-800-466-1535 or in- 
fo@canscribe.com. ~ 








1005. Help Wanted 


Arts Enthusiasts! 
Become part of an elite group 
who make a significant contribu- 
tion to the cultural landscape of 
Canada 
- Good people eam between $12 
and $20 p/hr 

- Flexible, part-time hours 

- Fee Tickets, coffee, snacks 
and cash bonuses 

- Great people to work with 


Do a job that matters.t We'll train 
you to make your voice heard 
and your words count on every 
stage in Canada. 

Call Bev at 780.409.9111 


TENDERS ARE BEING 
ACCEPTED 
for Secretary, Treasurer, 
Feildperson for the 
Alberta Shorthom Association. 
R.R#3, Innisfail, AB. T4G1T8 
Before May 10/09 


1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


ATTENTION! Work from home 
online with Herbalife Internation- 
al. Part/full-time positions 
available in your area. Call Val 
1-888-819-4048. 


CONSIDER saskatchewan! Jay- 
Dee Agtech has expanded! We 
seek a Regional Sales Manager - 
North Battleford; Marketing Coor- 
dinator - Swift Current; Service 
Department Manager - North Bat- 
tleford; and Ag Techs in various 
locations; www.jdat.ca. One of 
2008’s top 100 companies in 
Saskatchewan! Apply directly to 
duanesmith@jdatca or call 
306-773-9351. 


CRUISE SHIP JOBS. Earn $500. 
- $3000/week. Free room/board, 
all expenses paid lifestyle, world 
travel on luxury cruise ships. Ap- 
ply today: Cooljobs @ rogers.com. 


EAGLE RIVER CHRYSLER is 
currently looking for a full-time |i- 
censed mechanic or 3rd or 4th 
year apprentice. Great work envi- 
ronment. Competitive wages, ex- 
cellent benefit package, incentive 
and bonus plan. To apply please 
send your resume by fax 
780-778-8950. Email: ser- 
vice @ eagleriver.ca or mail: Eagle 
River Chrysler, Box 1558, White- 
court, AB, T7S 1P4. 


HAVE FUN making money as an 
actor, actress or film extra on 
Calgary movie sets. All ages re- 
quired. 403-521-0077 


JOHN DEERE Ag Dealer seeking 
an experienced parts specialist in 
Barrhead, Alberta. John Deere 
experience preferred. Deerline 
Sales Ltd. is a 3-store dealership 
(High Prairie, Barrhead and 
Westlock). We offer a great team 
environment, a stable workplace, 
and top pay and benefits. Visit 
our website at www.deer- 
line.com. Contact Liz Roberts at 
780-349-3391; fax resume to 
780-349-6662; or email: Iro- 
berts @deerline.com. 


JOURNALISTS, Graphic Artists, 
Marketing and more. Alberta's 
weekly newspapers are looking 
for people like you. Post your re- 
sume online. Free. Visit: 
wiowow . a Ww 4 
na.com/resumes_add.php. 


JOURNEYMAN automotive 
Technician. Newly expanded 
shop and equipment. Escalated 
pay plan that rewards great per- 
formance. Benefit package 
Great career opportunity! Chrys- 
ler experience preferred. Please 
reply in confidence with resume 
to Brian Woitt, Service Manager 
at service @ oldsdodge.com or fax 
403-556-5979. 


MATURE COUPLE required for 
campground duties. Must have 
own RV unit. Free campsite in- 
cluded. S.E. of Calgary. Fax re- 
sume 403-995-4145 or call Dave 
403-938-8185. 


PHONE DISCONNECTED? We 
now offer free hook-up. Everyone 
approved. No deposit, no credit 
check. Call today. 
1-877-852-1122. Protel Recon- 
nect 


PIANO TEACHERS or adult pia- 
nists need to teach Music for 
Young Children® a comprehen- 
sive keyboard-based program tor 
ages 3 - 10. 1-866-244-9008; 
j-.causgrove@myc.com for train- 
ing details; www.myc.com. 
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REMOVE YOUR RECORD: A 
criminal record can follow you for 
lite. Only Pardon Services Cana- 
da has 20 years experience. 
Guaranteeing record removal 
Call 1-8-NOW-PARDON 
(1-866-972-7366); www.Remo- 
veYourRecord.com. 


SPRAYER OPERATORS. Look- 
ing for seasonal sprayer operator 
for Three Hills and Linden service 
areas. Must have a clean Class 1 
driver's licence. Should have or 
be working towards a sprayer ap- 
plicator's licence. Need to be self- 
motivated and. able to work 
alone. Very competitive compen- 
sation package. Fax resume to 
403-443-7507. For more informa- 
tion, call Greg 403-443-2355. 


THE BROOKS BULLETIN, one 
of Alberta's largest weekly news- 
papers, requires a reporter/pho- 
tographer. Good salary and 
benefits package available. Car 
necessary. Email resume to: edi- 
tor @ brooksbulletin.com. 





TRUCK DRIVER WANTED! 2 
year experience Super B grain 
hauling. Mountain experience re- 
quired. Above average wages. 
Weekends off. Fax resume to 
204-727-6170 or email: tlin- 
to@goinet.ca 


YOU'RE A CARING Person. So 
why not make a difference as a 
health care aide. Enjoy flexible 
hours, true job satisfaction and 


team environment. Visit care- 
work.ca. 
1600. Volunteers Wanted 


Brain Neurobiology Research 
Program at U of A Hospital is 
seeking healthy and depressed 
subjects (not currently taking an- 
tidepressants) for various stud- 
ies. Reimbursement for expenses 
provided. Call 407-3221 (de- 
pressed only), 407-3906 (healthy 
or depressed), or 407-3775 (fe- 
male healthy or depressed, in- 
cluding pregnant and just 
delivered) for more information. 





Brain Neurobiology Research 
Program at U of A Hospital is 
seeking healthy and depressed 
subjects (not currently undergo- 
ing treatment) for various stud- 
ies. Reimbursement for expenses 
provided. Call 780-407-3906 for 
more information. 


Ever searched the Internet for 
help when you felt upset or de- 
pressed? Researchers at the U 
of A are looking volunteers to 
participate in online interviews re- 
garding experiences seeking help 
online. Lets learn more about the 
role that the Internet plays in the 
search for help. Email [ mail- 
to:elaineg @ ualberta.ca Jelai- 

neg @ualberta.ca 





If you are looking to spend some 
time giving back totthe 
Edmontontcommunity, the 
Bissell Centre has a number of 
volunteer opportunities for you. 
For currenttpostings please visit 
our website at www.bisselicen- 
tre.org/volunteering.htm 

tor contact Linda at 

(780) 423-2285 ext 134. 





Volunteer Drivers withtvehicle 
needed to drive frail but walking, 
low income seniors to medical 
and personal appointments. Day- 
time Monday to Friday. Gas mo- 
nies paid. Call Bev 780-732-1221 





VOLUNTEER WITH YOUR PET! 
To learn more visit www.chimop- 
roject.ca, 





Volunteers needed tfor the 
Rexall Edmonton Indy 2009. Call 
Indy hotline 780-471-7156 or e- 
mail vpegg @northlands.com 





World Partnership Walk 
(www.worldpartnershipwalk.com) 
Click on Walk City - Edmonton 


Date: Sunday. May 31, 2009 
Time: 10:30 am 
Location: Legislature Grounds 


Duties of a Volunteer: see web- 
site 
Number of Hours: see website 


Contact Person: Naz Hasham, 
Volunteer Coordinator, 720-8170 


Explore the World of Volunteer- 
ing at The International 
Children’s Festival. The Intema- 
tional Children’s Festival (May 
26-30) in St. Albert needs your 
help! Each year more than 650 
dedicated and enthusiastic volun- 
teers make The Eestival possible. 
Donate your time and help bring 
this magical event to life for thou- 
sands of children. Volunteer po- 
sitions are available to suit indi- 
vidual talents and interests. 
Roles at The Festival include 
face painters, site activity assist- 
ants, ushers, hospitality assist- 
ants and more. As a volunteer, 
you will make a difference in the 
lite of child, contribute to the 
community spirit, meet new 
friends, learn new skills and bring 
smiles to thousands of faces. All 
volunteers should attend the Fes- 
tival Volunteer Orientation to 
learn more about The Festival 
and the role they'll play. 


Volunteer Orientation: 
Wednesday, May 6, 7 p.m. 

The Arden Theater 

5 St. Anne Street 

St, Albert, Alberta 

t 

To register or for a complete fist 
of Festival volunteer opportu- 
nities, call the volunteer informa- 
tion line at 780-459-1698 or visit 
www.childfest.com. All volunteers 
must be at least 12 years of age 
and willing to commit to at least 
three shifts. Anyone interested in 
volunteering is asked to register 
by May 18. Now in its 28th year, 
the Northern Alberta International 
Children’s Festival continues to 
inspire and ignite the imagina- 
tions of the young and young at 
heart. This years theme “Explore 
the World” will allow children to 
explore the cultures and arts off 
Brazil, Peru, Mexico, Africa, the 
United States and different parts 
of Canada. 


1700. Employment Wanted 


CAREGIVERS/NANNIES with 7 
months training and/or one year 
experience are looking for live-in 
employment with elderly, 
disabled or families needing child 
care. 780-709-0005. 


2001. Acting Classes 


AUDITIONHELL - Renowned film 
and TV acting weekend work- 
shop with producer and actor Pe- 
ter Skagen. Calgary: May 8,9 
and 20, $300. Call 
403-807-1960 or register at 
www.auditionhell.com 


Los Angeles director, Tom 
Logan, Edmonton May 29, 30, 
31, 2009. Acting for Film and TV 
Workshops. Don't miss out learn- 
ing from the BEST! Call and book 
your spot in the class today! 
(780) 975-7022 


2010. Musicians Available 


Bass Player Available 
t_rex_audio@shaw.ca 


Drummer with lead vocals. Ry- 
thym guitar and harmony. Coun- 
try, rock, blues, classic rock. 
780-398-3982 


2020. 


Band looking for atbass player 
with lead vocal capabilities and a 
female lead singer with some 
percussion abllity.t Casual 
around town playing and having 
fun.t Focus on great dance mu- 
sic and recognizable hits. tKelly - 
780-651-3866 


Musicians Wanted 





Bass player, guitarist/singer 
seeks drummer. Rehearsal 
space available. 
naughty_ville@ hotmail.com or 
call Mike at 466-2186 


Bassist needed for original/cover 
rock band. looking for someone 
to complete our quartet. backing 
vocals an asset but not a must. 
serious inquiries only. Contact 
maddrummaé9 @ hotmail.com 


BUSKERS WANTED! Walk for 
Darfur club seeks musicians for 
May 2nd rally. Contact Luke Cof- 
fey at 780-965-2110. 


Drummer and Bassist required 
for blues project. Influences R.L. 
Burnside, T-Model Ford and 
Howin' Wolf, Contact: Robin 
fdub@shaw.ca 


Drummer and bassist wanted to 
complete new project. We are an 
original rock band with the need 
to play live and record with expe- 
rienced and talented musicians. 
Join your new favorite band by 
calling Nick @780-433-5933 


Former members of Mervyn Albin 
seeking hard-working vocal- 
ist/front man to complement 
strong and dedicated backline. 
Vocal versatility and experience 
on guitar are assets. tIf this is 
you email 
tyan.biggs @ edmonton.ca 


GottaGrooveGradgeBand wants 
you to come and rock the blues. 
Jammin with more to come Ph 
436 1127 


GUITARISTS, BASSISTS, Pia- 
nists & Drummers, vocalists 
needed for good paying 
teaching jobs. Call 429-2262 


| am an experienced, stage 
ready, F Metal vocalist seeking a 
new and crazy band. My influenc- 
es include; Disturbed, Megadeth, 
Audioslave, Maiden, Live, Pearl 
Jam and Creed to name a few! 
Call me! Randine @ 
780-236-6934 


LEAD guitarist needed for Death 
/Black Metal band. Must have pro 
gear, be willing to tour and be 
18+. Call 780-691-6915. 


Looking to form a Celtic band. 
East folk band. Must be willing to 
play in Calgary. Call Tony. 














“My name is Will Belcourt. | am a 
tock based Singer/Songwrit- 
er/Guitar Player. | am looking for 
a bass player, drummer and key- 
board player and two backup 
singers for showcase gigs this 
summer. All the gigs pay which 
include Capital Ex/Canada 
Day/Starlit Room/some festivals. 
New CD will be dropping on June 
20 and | will be appearing on 
television shows.and shooting a 
music video as well.t | am 
looking for great players with 
heart and soul and experience 
on stage for future collaboration. 
Festivals and touring on the hori- 
zon. All races, genders, and ages 
more than welcome. Phone 
780.720.8872 and ask for Will” 


Rhythm guitar player/singer look- 
ing for bass player, drummer to 
start writing original music and 
also playing cover songs. Call 
Mark at 780-777-1188 


Seeking Dedicated Drummer and 
Guitarist have jam space. 
www.lookingeast.ca 

Jadie 780 757 9725 


Slash Wanted for GNR tribute, 
email to: 
t_rex_audio@shaw.ca 
780-265-4493 


Solo artists needs two female 
back up singers. 6 day orienta- 
tion, Recording, high profile 
tours. Strong mental prep an as- 
set. Must like the color black. 
Please call Aurel at 
403-669-2669 


Stop & Shop istMay 22-24tat the 
Alberta Avaition Museum. Stop & 
Shop is a cool, funky,vibrant 
event that embraces the art of 
handcrafted goods.t But with any 
great event we need great enter- 
tainment.t Stop & Shop is look- 
ing for musicians, duets, small 
bands of any flavor and genera( 
is this how you spell it) to perform 
on our main stage.t Great pro- 
motion, tons of fun, opportunity 
for CD sales.t Please contact 
Ally (780) 913-2101 or 

msallyng@ gmail.com | 














The Disturbers band from Sher- 
wood Park is looking for a mature 
Bass Player. You can check us 
out online at www.thedistur- 
bers.com or on our Myspace 
page. If what you hear grabs 
you...drop us a line! 

darren @thedisturbers.com 


The Loudhailers Seeking Piano 
for Rock n Roll Rhythm n Blues 
originals www.myspace.com/the- 
loudhailers shows booked, re- 
cording constantly 
theloudhailers @ gmail.com 


Weekend dance band is looking 
for a key board player with lead 
and back up vocals. All styles in- 
cluding classic rock and country. 
Doug at 465-3356, and Bob at 
463-7529 



















































































Touring Singer-Song Writer seek- $38.95 HOME phone service 
ing a Double Bass Player on a Reconnect your home phone! No 
part time basis. May lead to full one refused - $38.95 monthly 
time. For more info please con- $18.95 one time activation 
tact $18.95 unlimited long distance 


nascopi@ gmail.com Call Choice Tel now! 
or call 780-689-8984 1-888-333-1405; = www.choice 
tel.ca. 


Vocalist/songwriter & Bass seek- 
ing guitar and drums for original 
hard rock band. Infl. Velvet Re- 
volver/STP/Rev Theo- 
ty/Chains/Wolf Mother/Zep. etc. 
Serious ing. only please. Good 
gear and professional attitude a 
must. Call 780-996-3571 any 
time. 





A FREE Telephone Service - Ge 
your first month free. Bad credit 
don’t sweat it. No deposits. No 
credit checks. Call Freedom 
Phone Lines today. Toll free 
1-866-884-7464. 





AFFORDABLE PHONE RECON. 
nection, Bad credit - no problem) 
Call Tembo Telecom and ask 
about our new customer special 
Sign up online and save $20 
1-877-266-6398; www.tembo.ca 


Young female singer wanted for 
country rock band. 466-5513 


2200. Massage Therapy 


Chair massage or relaxation 
massage combined in Aroma- 
therapy, Reflexology and Acu- 





ALL NEW QUEEN orthopedic pi 
lowtop mattress set. New in plas. 





pressure tic. Cost $1,100. sacrifice $375 
+Center 82+ King $650. Can deliver 
tEdmontont 780-919-5285. 
$#103 8925-82Ave 
tJanina RMT COLORADO SPRUCE and 


+780-238-8108 White Spruce $1.49/ree. 2 year 
old, 35cm seedlings. Many other 
trees and shrubs available. Order 
online at www.treetime.ca or by 


phone 1-866-873-3846. 





ppepreerererrrsrrrrrenrrrorrrec rig 


Christy's outgoing massage. 
Have car, can travel. Fluent in 
German. Call any time. 

964-7361 FUTURE STEEL Buildings 
seversseneensnnszsssnennzeeeenensezee® — Durable, dependable, pre-eng; 
neered, all-steel structures. Cus- 
tom-made to suit your needs and 
requirements. Factory-direct al. 








HEALING TOUCH MASSAGE 
Relaxing and deeply nourishing. 


Whyte Avenue Area. Non sexual. —_fordable prices. Call 
7 days. Almasta 780-405-8765 1-800-668-8653 ext. 170 for free 
Se ED, 
IF YOU'RE TIRED OF oo ee 
INEFFICIENT THERAPY. H &H TRAILER SALE. Bow Val 


Therapeutic Massage. Heidi 
By appointment only 
1-780-868-6139 (Edmonton) 


ley Ford, Canmore, Alberta 
Thousands in discounts. Clearing | 
the lot. Cargos, flatbeds, car 


: haulers, | goosenecks, much 
Transformational Massage, more! 1-800-403-0084 ext. 257 
Tantra Massage, Sexological or alan_way @bowvalley- 


Bodywork, Health Coach with a 
23 year experienced licensed 
therapist. Janet Lee 
780-633-6623 
www.secretsoftantra.com 


3010. Auctions 


ANTIQUE AND COLLECTIBLE 
Auction, Sunday, May 3, 2009, 
Clive Community Hall, Clive, Al- 
berta, 12 Noon. 19 km east of La- 


ford.com. Don't delay! 


HOME PHONE disconnected? 
Call Home Phone Reconnect toll 
free 1-866-287-1348. Fea 
sonable rates, friendly service 
Don't be without a home phone 
1-866-287-1348. 





METAL SIDING/ROOFING. Best 
prices! 36" Hi-TenToughrib 29g2 


combe, on Hwy. 12. Donna's Galvalume $.65 sq. ft, Colours 
Auction Service, Phone $.79 sq. ft. IN STOCK. 25/30 
1-403-784-3939. year warranty. ALTA-WIDE Build: 


——___________—__ ers Supplies 1-888-263-8254 
FASCINATING PREVIEW - Al 
Oeming's 21st Annual Spring NO MONEY DOWN! Dell Mobile 
Auction, Sunday, May 3, 12 Notebooks and PC home com- 
Noon. 50 superb horse drawn ve- puters, easy payments, almost 
hicles and much more. Marvel at everyone approved. Ideal {or 
the sight: ~wwwaaloemingauc- education, business, entertain 
tions.com. ment. Lowest prices evel 
1-888-409-8468; — www.national: 
computersdirect.com. 








MEIER 2-DAY Classic Car & 
Truck Auction, Saturday and 
Sunday, May 2 and 3, 11 a.m. PROVINCE-WIDE __ classifieds 
both days. 6016 - 72A Avenue, Reach over 1 million readers 
Edmonton. Over 150 Classics. Weekly. Only $259. + GST 
To Consign, call 780-440-1860. (based on 25 words or less). Cal 
this newspaper NOW for details 





THINKING AUCTION! Guarantee 
your results with Ritchie Bros. 
Auctioneers. Whether it's equip- 
ment, real estate, livestock or a 
complete farm dispersal, Contact 
us today! 1-800-491-4494 or 
rbauction.com. 





SAWMILLS FROM only 
$3,495:00 - Convert your logs 10 
valuable lumber with your ow! 
Norwood portable band sawmill 
Log skidders also available. 
www.norwoodsawmills.ca/400T - 
Free Information 1-800-566-6899 


WALTE! 
R WITT'S Estate Farm ‘asd OT. 


Auction, Saturday, April 25. 9 
miles east of Olds Overpass on 
Hwy 17. John Deere equipment, 
tractors, trucks, tools, household, 





THE PINE BOX - Western Coffin 
Company; wcco @telus.net. Web- 
site: www.westemcoffin.ca. Com 


antiques. Pilgrim Auction. = 
403- 5 www.auction- \'ng May 1. Go to Pet Foods Etc, 
oe auction: Stony Plain, 4928 - 50 Street 


view/purchase coffins/um’s. Fa 
tory direct. Distributors wanted if! 
Alberta. 

2 ees 
WHY BUY OUT of province? 
Save the freight with Albet® 
based Integrity Post Structures 


WESTERN HERITAGE Western 
Art & Cowboy Collectibles Auc- 
tion, Sunday, April 26, 11 a.m., 
Heritage Inn, High River, Alberta; 
www.mcinenly.com or call Frank 


Mcinenly Auctions, 

403-485-2440. Arenas, shops, barns, machine 
5 sheds, See our projects: Inl& 

‘yale Maia grityPostStructures.com: 


1-866-974-POST (7678). 


3240. Travel/Trade 


CHEAPTICKETS.CA is the bes! 
travel site in Canada. You cm 
save up to 70%. 


20 YEAR ANNIVERSARY Sale. 
8" & 10" milled logs, double T & 
G, saddle notched comers. 20% 
off logs. 306-663-5936; www.chi- 
sumloghomes.com. 


$38.95 HOME phone service - 
Reconnect your home phone! No 
one refused - $38.95 monthly - - Save 60-80% off retail! Best Fe 
$18.95 one time activation - sorts & Seasons! Throughdul 
$18.95 unlimited long distance. Canada, U.S., Caribbean 


BS <a. 
TIMESHARE FORECLOSURES 


Call Choice Tel now! __— more! Call for free catalogué 
1-888-333-1405;  www.choice- day! 1-800-731-8046; www 
tel.ca. daygroup.com/sc. 


agenda | the front | music| on screen | arts [sex] classifieds | eb 


CLASSITICCS. pone:«30-00031 Fax: 432-1102 | EMAIL: classifieds@see.greatwest.ca 


4005. Cattle 


CATTLE FOR SALE 
Red Angus Registered 
Yearling Bulls. Performance 
weighed, Semen tested satisfac- 
tory, approved, high quality. 
1300Ibs. Stauffer Farm Holdings 
RR#3 Eckville. 
Phone 403-746-5735 


040. Livestock 


NAIT Fairview Campus running 
Certified Livestock Transport 
Course. May 9. Bear Canyon, Al- 
berta. Preregister al 
1-888-999-7882. Learn humane 
ways to load, transport and un- 
load animals. 


4310. Grain/Feed/Hay 
HEATED CANOLA & FLAX buy- 
ing green or damaged oilseeds. 
Buying oats, barley, wheat & 
peas for feed, “On farm pick-up”. 
Westcan Feed and Grain 
1-877-250-5252. 


4540. Farm Equipment 


NAIT Fairview Campus running 
Certified Livestock Transport 
Course. May 9. Bear Canyon, Al- 
berta. Preregister at 
1-888-999-7882. Learn humane 
ways to load, transport and un- 
load animals. 


i005. Mortgages 


MORTGAGES. Interest rates 
low. Refinance to 95% LTV and 
save money. Pay debt, renovate 
or you decide. Call Jason 
1-877-568-0929, Alberta Home 
Loans. 


5155, Shared Accomodations, 


Shared accommodation. Awe- 
some Duplex. Direct Bus to 
NAIT/ GMC: working person, 
respectful student. Shared: 
entrance/ laundry/ cable/ internet, 
util., included, N/S, N/P, $490, 
Available: May1 Ph:637-4858 


5500. Recreational Property 


LAC LA HACHE 28 acres, 4 bed- 
rooms, 3 bathrooms, creek, 
pond, heated pool, guest cabin, 
workshop, 15 minutes to 100 Mile 
House. $499,000. 250-396-4688; 
mecrea @ bewireless.com for pics. 


RANCH/RECREATION land for 
sale. 311.65 acres. Landscaped 
for building/feedlot site. Ideal 
acreages to sub-divide. Adjacent 
to 30,000 acres provincial graz- 
ing/wildlife area $1000./A. OBO. 
Two Hills, Alberta. Phone 
780-657-2049; 780-208-8785; 
www.recreationfarmlandfor- 
sale.ca. 


800. Manuf. Homes - Sale 


2008 LIBERTY HOME. 3 Bdrm 2 
Bth 1176 sq. ft. asking $84,900. 
403-396-2706. 


2008 MODELS priced to sell. 16, 
18 and 20 wides from $79,900. 
Best priced homes in Alberta. A1 


= 


a 








Homes Red Deer, 
1-877-303-2244. Local 
403-314-2244. 


$95,675., 1216 SQ. FT. Applianc- 
es, free delivery to 100 miles, 
blocking & leveling, $5700. option 
package sacrifice pricing. Jandel 
Homes "1-800-463-0084; 
www.jandelhomes.com. 


BEST BUY CLEARANCE 20’ 
Wide Sale. Unbelievable. In- 
Cludes delivery. Ask about Daily 
Specials. Best Buy Homes, Red 
Deer 1-877-396-5564; Airdrie 
1-877-275-5555. 


RECESSION SALE on now! 16’ 








Spring delivery. Call -or visit 
Pleasant Homes in Morinville, 
780-939-3584 or 
1-866-962-0238, 


ane eae re 
UP TO $10,000. REBATES on 
New modular and manufactured 
homes, 16, 20 and 28 wides. All 
homes reduced. Payments start 
at $550. per month with only 
$4500. down. We deliver. Alberta 
Custom Homes, Red Deer 
1-800-347-5590. 


#1 IN CREDIT Rebuilding. Need 
® car, truck, van or SUV? Auto 


nkruptey! Repossession! No 
Problem.’ Call today and drive 
away, Call Stephanie 
1-877-792-0599. Free delivery 
nen -  www.autocredit- 
Ca, 





ADVANCE ENGINE SUPPLY. 
Fully stocked with remanufac- 
tured automotive diesel & gas en- 


gines. Ask about our special on don, waiver or border entry 
Dodge Magnums & 350 Vortecs! _ evaluation. Remove your criminal 
Edmonton toll free record! Call toll free 


1-877-465-2702 


7245. Misc. Services 9450. Adult Massage 


ARE YOU CONCERNED about 
your job or travelling to the 
U.S.A.? Apply today for free par- 


1-888-535-2405. 





BANKRUPT? BAD CREDIT? Call 
us! All makes and models, Pro- 
fessional credit rebuilders. Call 
1-866-476-1938. Cavalcade Auto 
Acceptance Corp., serving Alber- 
ta for 16 years. 





BOW VALLEY FORD Canmore, 
Alberta. Used 08 F250 Supercab 
FX4, 80 km was $62,279., now 
$42,900. Used 08 F250 Super- 
cab XLT, 217 km, was $57,454., 
now $38,900. Used 08 Explorer 
LTD, 18,202 km, was $60,744., 
now $45,900. Used Edge Ltd 
AWD, 15,824 km, was $45,824., 
now $30,900. Call 403-678-6200 
Sales now! 





CAR CRAZY Antique Car Auc- 
tion. 3 Estate Sales 40 cars no 
reserve, Service Station Memora- 
bilia Auction, April 24, 6 p.m. Car 
Auction April 25, 10 a.m. 4303 - 9 
St. SE, Calgary, Info 
403-287-6565; www.carcrazy.ca. 





SAVE UP TO $400. on your car 
insurance. Clean driving record? 
Call Grey Power today at 
1-866-428-0890 for a no-obliga- 
tion quote. Open weekends 


6300. Motorcycles 


JETMOTO 90 - 250cc ATVS & 
dirt bikes starting @ $695.00 
Free shipping or assembly. 
www.jetmotocanada.com 
(780)419-3292/1-888-4 19-3292. 


6400. Recreational Vehicles 


CASH FOR USED AV'S. 2002 or 
newer only. Most models needed 
now! Call today. Woody's RV 


World. Red Deer ‘Mailboxes 1-888-534-6984. Live 
1-800-267-8253; Calgary adult casual conversations - 1 on 
1-866-383-2727; Edmonton 1 - 1-866-311-9640, Meet on 


CLEAN DRIVING RECORD? 
Grey Power could save you up to 
$400. on your car insurance. Call 
1-888-623-5050 for a no-obliga- 
tion quote. Open weekends. 





CRIMINAL RECORD? Think: Ca- 
nadian pardon. U.S. travel waiv- 
er. (24 hour record check). Di- 
vorce? Simple. Fast. Inexpen- 
sive, Debt recovery? Alberta col- 
lection to $25,000. Calgary 
403-228-1300/1-800-347-2540 





DEBT CONSOLIDATION PRO- 
gram. Helping Canadians repay 
debts, reduce or eliminate inter- 
est, regardless of your credit 
Steady income? You may qualify 
for instant help. Considering 
bankruptcy? Call 
1-877-220-3328. Free consulta- 
tion, government approved, BBB 
member. 








DEBT STRESS? Consolidate 
and lower payments by 30 - 40%. 
End those phone calls and the 
worry. Avoid bankruptcy. Contact 
us for a no-cost consultation. On- 
line: www.mydebtsolution.com or 
toll free 1-877-556-3500. 


9005. Personals 


ARE YOU LOSING a loved one 
to substance abuse? Our pro- 
gram has the highest success 
rate. Help is only one phone call 
away! 1-877-782-7409; www.nar- 
conon.ca. 


DATING SERVICE Long- 
term/short-term relationships 
free calls! 1-877-297-9883. Ex- 
change voice messages, voice 


124 st. « downstairs 


Sapphire 








Are you feeling unappreciated? 
Need some TLC? 


chat-lines. Local single ladies 
1-800-798-3380 1-877-804-5981 (18+)° Slim, sexy, brunette 
35 In/Out 
7205. hi 7 
ms Psychics 9420. Adult Services 217-4429 


LOVE! Money! Life! #1 Psychics! 
1-877-478-4410. Credit cards/de- 
posit $3.19/minute. 18+ 
1-900-783-3800; www.mystical- 
connections.ca. 


7245. Misc. Services 


$500. LOAN Service, by phone, 
no credit refused, quick and 
easy, payable over 6 to 12 install- 
ments. Toll Free 1-877-776-1660. 





A CRIMINAL RECORD? Have 
trouble getting a job or travelling 
to the U.S.? We'll clear your 
name. Better Business Bureau 
Certified. Pardon's/Waivers. Toll 
free 1-800-507-8043; www.par- 
dongranted.ca. 


mavis A LIGHT WITHIN 


GUIDANCE 44 YEARS 


LOVE -MARRIAGE -HEALTH 


‘EXPERIENCE 
FAX LINE - 780-482-1311 CELL-780-910-1336 


PHONE -780-455: 


7313555-001 


Brown Sugars 
6817-104St, 780-430-9112 
THE ORIGINAL 


NORTHSIDE STUDIO 
11910-127Ave main floor 
20yrs experience Luxury class at affordable rates 
780-452-7440 
42919886-002 
www.northsidestudio. biz 


Swedish Touch 
10123 150th Street 
780-486-1665 
Daily specials 
New Girls 
New walk in specials!!! 


www.brownsugars.ca 


9160. Adult Personals 


#1 SEXIEST CHAT! 

Join the party with local singles 
FREE to try 18 + 
780-665-6565 








100s of HOT loca! Singles 

are waiting for you! Cail'NOW! 
It's FREE to try! 18+ 
780-669-2323 

403-770-0990 





Venus Spa 
New Owner/Exotic Beauties 
Affordable Rates 
1048 163rd Street 10 am- 11 pm 
780-444-2118 


4546 











PALMS-CARDS:CRYSTAL 
SPIRITUAL COUNSELLOR 
PRIVATE PARTIES-GROUPS 





ALL MALE. LOCAL CHAT. 
CALL FREE: code 2315 


780.413.7122 


| a.) 


Try Cruiseline Text for free, Text “xtra” to SFREE 
wwns.creiseline.ca 
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ASTROLOGY - APR. 23-29 - BY THE KID 


CRUISIN’ THECOSMOS_~__.. 


(March 21 - April 19) 
Hold on there, hothead! There ain't 
much hope for you if you try to have it 
out right now ‘cause, whether you're 
aware or not, the opposition’s too 
huge. Pull a Ghandi on’em and resist 
without fighting the bunch ‘cause 
they're just waitin’ for you to throw the 
first punch 


(April 20 - May 20) 


. Although no bull likes havin’ another 
| one around (this pasture ain't big 


enough for the two of you, it seems), 
there is one thing you may have 
noticed: when you're yoked up to 
another, it’s only half as hard to plow 
ahead. Put together a temporary 


| partnership and pretty soon the pair 


of you will have plowed plenty! 


(May 21—June 20) 


| Don’t take “no” for an answer this 
| week when it comes to attaining the 


goals you seek. Mercury's about to go 
retrograde in a week or so and you 
need to get a solid answer soon. If you 
let them meander about in a field of 
doubt it'll be like following a cow.- 
right into the slaughterhouse! 


| CANCER (June 21- July 22) 


There's lots for you to do right now so 
you have to choose what you spend 


| your valuable time on very carefully, If 
| you keep goin’ off half-cocked you'll 





tun outta ammo pretty soon. Then 
what'll you use to shoot the moon? 


LEO (uly 23 - Aug. 22) 

Y'know why rich folk are so often 
unhappy? Cause the more they have, 
the more they worry someone's gonna 


| take it away from them. Pretty silly, 


huh? Enjoy your weekend without 
worryin’ if what’s makin’ it worthwhile 
will last, otherwise you won't enjoy 
anything at all by the time it's passed. 


VIRGO (Aug 23-Sept. 22) 

Let’s get this straight right now. There 
are at least two parallel universes - 
one where buses run on time, people 
are completely reliable and the job 
always gets done. Then there's the 
one we live in. You might as well just 
deal with it and get to work ’cause 
when you start to sweat it you really 
act like a jerk! 


(Sept. 23-Oct.22) 
Put on the blindfold this week and 
use the Force to guide you through 
the shifting currents of energy at play 
in the Universe. You'll draw yourself 
towards a more harmonious existence 
where your creative energies will not 
be wasted as much as they are now. 
At first you may stumble around but 
ino time your balance will be found!. 


(Oct. 23 - Nov. 21) 
This week's Newl Moon occurs in your 
sign and one of two things could hap- | 
pen. If your personal code of ethics is 
in sync with the way you really think, 
then you'll be fine. If you're not sure 
what you think, you'll put yourself in 
a six-month bind. Hopefully before it 
passes you'll make up your mind! 


(Nov. 22—Dec. 21) 
Funny how what used to make you 
really happy hasn't provided you with 
the same kinda kicks since you've 
gone fanatically crazy about your 
work. Coinkydink? Mmmmm, could 
be. But doubtfully. This week, pull 
back on your attack and focus on 
havin’ the fun you recently lack! 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.19) 

Here’s the deal. No matter how much 
you mush the dogs nor how fast they 
go, your drive to destiny in the Cosmic 
\didarod is doomed to defeat unless | 
you can generate more heat. The only 
sure way to do that is light the fire 
within and let all that there love out 
while you're busy shinin’. 


AQUARIUS (an.20-Feb.18) 

You seem to think you can do 
whatever the hell you want and it 
won't matter. Well, you can. But don’t 
expect the effect to last forever and 
definitely don’t expect it to revert to 
how it once was when it wears off. 
You'll find some decisions are irrevers- 
ible, just like the flow of time. 





PISCES (Feb.19-March20) © 
The reason it seems like everything 

has gone sour has a lot to do with 

your pond bein’ a bit shallow. Sure, 
superficially the situation appears to 

be stale, but if you look deeper you'd 

see it's not quite yet ready to fail. More 
importantly, if you open you mind, 

you'll have a whole sea to sail! 
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SOLUTION TO LAST WEEK'S PUZZLE 





LOOK UNDER THE CUSHIONS 


TREASURE WHERE YOU LEAST EXPECT IT 


JONESIN’ CROSSWORD BY MATT JONES 
©2008 Jonesin’ Crosswords (editor@jonesincrosswords.com) 


] Sanders’ rank: abbr. 

4 Takes in too much 

7 Band box 

10 QB's scores 

3__-male 

14 Cut branches (off) 

15 Wade's opponent 

16 Miner's find 

17 Dream up 

19 Gas station with a blue and 
red logo 

21 Quad City that’s home to the 
Mississippi Valley Blues Festival 
23"|founda__, which blended 
into the beige. No way am | going 
to eat it.” 

25Be 

26 Palm whose berries are now 
used in fruit juices 

27 Punk offshoot 

30 Dreyer's ice cream, in the 
Eastern US. 

3] Poultry dish with broccoli and 
cheese 

36 Popeye's lave Olive 

37 Bullfighting cheer 

38 “So that’s where the__ 
old pen went!” 

39 Ballpark figure 

42 Ongoing NYC tribute project 
where musicians cover the works 
of other musicians 

45 You, in olden days 

48 “Entourage” agent 

49 “!'m rich! No, just kidding. It's 


to this 


onlya__. 

50 “Amazing” magician famous 
for debunking 

52 Briny bath additives 

56 Rule that ended when Turkey 
became a republic 

59 “Ew...all | found were the stale 
remnants of a__.” 

60 “The Wapshot Chronicle” 
author John 

63 Part of mph 

64“Much__ About Nothing” 

65 Brain scan, for short 

66 Record label with a “Manhat- 
tan” offshoot 

67°__ to Billie Joe” 

68 TV chef Martin 

69 Runnable computer file suffix 
70 Ointment 


| Laurence Fishburne TV show 

2 Physics unit 

3 Item used to fasten planks, in 
old shipbuilding 

41966 Gold Glove Award winner 
Tony 

5 “Singin’ in the Rain” codirector 
Stanley 

6 Go ona buying spree 

7With the bow, in music 

8 Former “S.N.L” actor Jay 

9 Actress Holly Robinson__ 

10 Doughnut-shaped 

ll The __ Chaperone” 

12 French legislative bodies 


18 Suffix for anatomical reproduc- 
tive organs 

20 Temptress 

22 Went into a personal online 
chat, for short 

23 Folded food 

24 Stiff and sore 

28 Karaoke bar eqpt. 

29 Roundish 

32 “Rock and Roll, Hoochie_” 
(1974 hit) 

33 Literary lioness 

34 -do-well 

35Gll.'s address 

39 Parent company of Popsicle 
and Skippy 

40 They're in charge of the bldg, 
4] Tends to priority number one? 
42 awild goose chase 

43 Greet the judge 

44 \f__ (Kenneth Cole shoe) 

45 Allegro non__ (lively, but not 
too lively, in music) 

46 It's far from love 

47 Unabridged 

5] Lance Bass headline, on a 2006 
cover of People 

53 Pageant host 

54 __ Twin (alias of electronic 
musician Richard D. James) 

55 It may force a city to surrender 
57 Alan of “M*A*S*H” 

58 Brightly colored 

61 It'll never get off the ground 
62 Messy morsel at a barbecue 





DIGITAL HAPPENINGS - WITH BILL BENSON 











Second Shiu 


WOM LA 


Certified Laser , eciolists 


Free Consu ampetitive Rates 











10324 82 a ave 
(entrance in back) 


780 436 7465 


CDT AS STATE LN, 

















38 + April 33 - April 29, 2009 - see magazine - edmonton agenda | the front | music| onscreen | ats | sex| classifieds | the bac 











ARCHIVE DIVE - SEE REVISITED - APR. 5, 2007+ ISSUE 697 








agenda | the front | music | on screen | arts | sex | classifieds | the back 


Sri Lankan Tamils protest in front of NAIT’s Sparan Centre, in hopes of catching 
the attention of visiting Prime Minister Stephen Harper. 


PHOTO BY JOHN ULAN 














Our transit system is stuck in the past... 


We need to 


ANGELA BRUNSCHOT SPOKE WITH KEVIN 

BROWN AND COUN. KAREN LEIBOVICI ABOUT 
WAYS TO IMPROVE PUBLIC TRANSIT IN SEE'S 
APRIL 5, 2007 ISSUE 





Edmonton's current (transit) system focuses on tran- 
sit hubs. You take a bus into the West Edmonton Mall, 
from which you can transfer onto five or six other 
buses. The system also aims for what Kevin Brown, 
a member of Citizens for Better Transit Society calls 
“a one seat ride,” which means riders don’t have’to 
transfer, but end up spending a long time on buses 
that meander though communities. It’s a system that 


{ ~ 7 7 


works for small or mid-sized cities, but doesn't’suit 
€dmonton anymore. 
“We need to really revisit the way we look at transit 
service. We need to be looking at it from a big city 
perspective,” says Brown. 
He recommends rapid, frequent service on main 
routes going north-south and east-west though the 
city, similar to systems in Regina and Vancouver. 
(Coun. Karen) Leibovici agrees: “Our transit sys- 
tem is stuck in the past. For a small or mid-sized city, 
the hub system works well. But we are now a large 
city and we need to start thinking about the needs of 
the region. We need to think big and futuristic.” 
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BlackBerry® Pear|™ BlackBerry® Pearl™ Flip 
8130 smartphone 8230 smartphone 
$2999 $4999 
(3 year term) (3 year term) 
No term $499.99 No term $449.99 












Lets find your 
smart fit. 





NEW Samsung OMNIA™ NEW Treo™ Pro BlackBerry® Storm™ 
SCH-i910 smartphone smartphone by Palm® 9530 smartphone 
$129.99 $14999° sate $199.99" 
(3 year term) (3 year term) (3 year term) 
No term $499.99 No term $549.99 No term $599.99 


Whether you're a power communicator, a social butterfly or 
a multimedia fanatic, we have a smartphone that’s just right 
for you. And with TELUS, you'll get 3G speed in more places? 
Visit us in-store or at telusmobility.com/smartfit today, and 


we'll help you find your perfect fit. 


TELUS 


Z the future is friendly 


For more details on these great offers, visit your TELUS authorized dealer or retailer, visit telusmobility.com or call 1-866-264-2966. ~ 
WAL-MART Ea 
forcliens jew and renewal whe activate on a3 yea em with any non ptmational vie rate plan of $20 rater with deta add-on, TELUS reserves height o modify liberate plans with his offer at 


b> FUTURE SHOP 


Phone availability and price may vary. Prices are subject to change without notice. *Effective net price after in-store discount at time of activation. Available 


any time without advance notice. tAvailable until May 4, 2008. Regular price of the BlackBerry Storm on a 3 year term is $249.99. $Based on total square ion of the 3G network vs. Rogers HSPA coverage as of February 2009 TELUS, the TELUS logo and the future is friendly are trademarks of TELUS Corporation. 
SurePress™ and related trademarks. names and logos are the property of Research in Motion Limited and ore registered and/or used in the U.S, and-countries around the world. Used under license from Research tn Motion Limited. FACEBOOK is a registered trademark of Facebook, Inc. All other trademarks are property of their respective owners. © 2009 TELUS. 
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TELUS AUTHORIZED 
DEALERS 


EDMONTON 


Bonnie Doon Mall 


Kingsway Garden Mall 


Londonderry Mall 


Northgate Mall 


South Edmonton Common 


Southgate Centre 





TELUS Plaza North 
West Edmonton Mall 
—— 


Downtown 


9915 108A Ave. NW 


11315 104th Ave. 
WEST END 


§ - 14220 Yellowhead Trail 
14903 118th Ave. 


10429 178th St. 
NORTH. 


9624 165th Ave. 
12714 137th Ave. 


13034 50th St. 
SOUTH 
5912 104th-St. 


10309: 34th Ave. 


5926 99th St. 





8708 51st Ave. 
4515 Gateway Blvd. 
Fort Saskatchewan 
9542 86th Ave. 
9914 103rd St. 
Leduc 

112 - 5906 50th St 


5205 50th Ave. 


BlackBerry®, RIM®, Research In Motion®, SureType®. 
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